
 President’s Korner
Dear Kiwanis Friends,

WOW – this is my last Kourier letter for my year as your president. All the activi-
ties, fund raisers, programs, and general business would not have been successful 
without the help of many excellent Kiwanians. This is also a job that would not 
have been possible without the dedication of the Executive Team and Board of 
Directors. Not to mention the assistance, information, and guidance that I have 
received from previous presidents and experienced Kiwanis Friends. Thank you all 
from the very bottom of my heart for helping make this a great year! 

The year was accented by our move back to Green Meadow Country Club, another 
successful pancake breakfast, cold, but record setting bell ringing, a golf tournament that was a hole in 
one, well attended Interclubs, big gains for Imagination Library and our Foundation, and another memo-
rable Leadership Adventure Camp! Our SLP’s have benefited and grown this year with the consistent and 
excellent guidance of the leaders and advisors with bigger growth and expansion expected in the coming 
year. 

It has also seen the loss of several Kiwanians and friends who will be greatly missed and fondly remem-
bered: Jim Porter, Don Walker, Howard Beckwith, and Dr. Homer Isbell. Sadly, many of our members lost 
dear family and loved ones. Our hearts, thoughts and prayers continue to go out to each of you. 

Please continue the support for our new officers and board as they will be installed in a few short weeks. 
This year’s team is full of HUGE talent, EXCITING ideas, and GOALS for GROWTH! Pete, Deanna, 
Doug, Bob, Julie and Board have a great start on another exciting year.

Most sincerely, your 2017-2018 President,
Candy Daugherty

Brie
fs

The Kiw

and y

anis Club of Maryville is

Kiwanis Club of Maryville, TNSeptember 2018

Lunch served Tuesday, 11:30
Meeting starts at Noon

Green Meadow Country Club

Facebook.com
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Membership

Michael Torano and Emily Montooth 
entered into a new world of fun, friendship 
and community involvement with their 
fellow Kiwanians on August 14.  Michael is 
with Second Harvest and Emily with the 
Blount County United Way.  We are an 
even more blessed club to have them both.  
Who among our friends have been hoping 
someone would ask them to join?

Prayer and Good Thought Needs

Some of our prayers have been well 
answered lately:  All present were happily 
surprised to see Richard Anderson back at 
our meeting on August 21—his presence 
brought lots of grateful Happy Bucks to 
the treasury.

Tim Crawford’s mother broke her leg just 
after Tim’s dear wife Gail passed away and 
is slowly regaining her mobility.  Please 
pray that she suffers no long-term disabil-
ity from her fall.  

A VIENNA COFFEE HOUSE SOCIAL
NIGHT FOR MARYVILLE KIWANIS

OUR MISSION . . . 

an organization dedicated to building
a better community by focusing on
service to children

outh.



L-R, back row: John Clark, Carl Van Hoozier, Jr., Kent Willoughby, Andrew Ellis, Steve Frana, Heath Barberry, Doug Craig, 
Dan Monat, Robert Russell, Bobby Burke, Pete Davis
L-R, front row, seated:  Teal Willoughby, Cindy Bolduc, Deanna Hall, Regina Jennings, Patsy Russell 

Maryville Kiwanis Club had a really nice social gathering on August 30.   John Clark, one of our members, 
owns the Vienna Coffee House, and the business recently acquired a license to serve beer as well as some 
terrific coffee choices and good food.  The combination of beverage choices and extra time with friends 
gave us perfect reasons to support a fellow member’s business and to get together to enjoy each other’s 
company in a less-structured setting than our weekly meetings.  We’ve had some very memorable social 
gatherings apart from our happy and fruitful weekly meetings.  Such get-togethers give us in-depth and 
slightly quieter time to get to know one another better.   For those of us who missed what obviously 
turned out to be a popular activity—maybe we can meet at another one, soon. 
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MEMBER MOMENTS CAPTURED 
On August 7, Patsy Russell gave us a deeper look at Stephanie Sardano Tipton, born in 
Orlando, Florida and llived in many places until her family moved, when she was 13, to 
Louisville, Tennessee, who is the Director of NOVA Medical Centers—which serves as 
an occupational medicine clinic, serving employers and employees in East Tennessee.  

Stephanie graduated from the University of Tennessee, with a BS majoring in Biology and minoring in Business 
Administration.

Stephanie is married to Sam Tipton, a Maryville Attorney and former Army Airborne Ranger.  They have two 
children:  Maddox 10 and Carson 7.  They also have a 3 year-old English bulldog named Bentley.

Stephanie loves to cook, travel, and go boating with family and 
friends.  She says that she is definitely a night owl – she’s mean in 
the morning!  She says that the craziest thing she has done in her 
life was to go base jumping off Mount Blanc in the French Alps. 
That means she jumped off a mountain at about 7000 feet!   She 
says that her dad has had the largest influence in her life.  He is 
the most honest, hard-working person she knows and he’s her 
go-to person when she needs advice or encouragement.

The one thing about Stephanie that probably no one in Kiwanis 
knows is that her husband asked her to marry him after only three weeks of dating, but she didn’t say 
“yes” until three years later when he asked her again.  Talk about playing hard to get!

On August 14, Deanna Hall featured Renée McAmmon for a Member 
Moment.  What we learn of each other helps us truly know and appreci-
ate one another even more.  Maryville happily served as Renée’s 
birthplace, and Heritage High proudly claims her as a graduate.   Her 
parents, grandparents, and great grandparents all went to Porter.  
Renée has one son, an Army Captain, who serves in the 101st Airborne 
Division in Fort Benning, Georgia.
  
The person who has most influenced Renée is our own thoughtful, 
positive MK member Tammi Ford.  When asked, the reply about the 
craziest  thing Renée has ever done was to move all the way across our 
great country, back home to the beautiful mountains and foothills of 
Blount County with no job and no place to live.  Blount County won 
after seven years of living in one of the most beautiful places in 
America—Lake Tahoe.

Despite her inherent shyness, obviously, Renée has overcome that 
enough to receive a warm home-coming, find welcoming friends (especially at Maryville Kiwanis) and 
locate a home that demonstrates her determination, willingness to learn, and ability to envision more 
perfect outcomes.  Renée found a 76-year-old cottage, a fixer-upper for which she has developed 
This-Old-House-worthy, Do-It-Yourself  (DIY) skills:  she has plumbed it, set pavers for it, and taken off 
four layers of flooring to get down to hardwood floors that she has refinished herself.  Not only has she 
found and developed her homey nest, Renée occasionally finds time to rest, relax, and knit!  

Steve told us on August 28 that Kathy Jackson was raised in 
Owensboro, Kentucky, but has lived in East Tennessee for the last 
22 years.  She has a daughter, Taylor, who is a senior at Maryville 
High School and a son, Jake, who is in 4th grade.  She has worked 
primarily in finance,  as Director of Operations, and now as Execu-
tive Director of BCHFH, and believes that she is exactly where 
God intends her to be.  

One of her favorite memories that has stuck with her throughout 
life is when her sister was born, when she was just 2 1/2, a happy 
occasion that psychologists will say can definitely be remem-
bered, even if she was very young.  Kathy’s mother has had the 
largest influence on her life as Kathy says, “In all circumstances 
she is calm, thoughtful, professional, organized, and kind.  

Although raised in Owensboro from the time she was three, she 
was born in Bowling Green, Kentucky.  Her parents met while they were studying at Western Kentucky 
University.  Her greatest piece of advice for us is simply, “Be kind!” 

The craziest thing she’s ever done in her life is to go 115 miles per hour—in a boat!  When asked her 
preference: mountains or beach, Kathy replied, I do love the mountains, but the beach is my happy place.  
When asked whether she like wine, beer, or neither, she replied, happily, “Both.”  And when Steve asked 
her why she joined Kiwanis, she said that she wanted to be more involved in service to our community.

OFFICERS

 

 

Pete Davis
President-Elect

865-577-5617
TextoTen@gmail.com

Bob Ergenbright
Secretary

 865-556-8747
mkiwanis@charter.net

Vice President
865-233-3386 (bus)

Mitch Avery

mitch.avery@lpl.com

 

2017 - 2018 BOARD

 

  

Serving through September 2018
Bob Ullom
Steve Frana
Linda Ullom

Serving through September 2019
Deanna Hall
Doug Craig
Jon Dockery

Serving through September 2020
Stephanie Tipton

Pete Towle
Anna White

DIRECTORS

Julie Miller
Treasurer

 865-556-7506
Jmiller@cbbcbank.com

Patsy Russell
Past-President

865-977-8773
patsydrussell@charter.net

Candyce Daugherty
President

865-755-1098
candy.daugherty@employbridge.net
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Kathy Jackson & Steve Frana

Stephanie Sardano Tipton and Patsy 
Russell 
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MEETING NOTES DIVISION 5 MEETINGS
Meetings at 12 noon

(unless otherwise noted)

- WEDNESDAY -
Farragut*

Tn State Bank Building
11470 Parkside Dr, Knoxville 37934

       Foothills**
Highland Manor Inn

7766 E. Lamar Alexander Pkwy, Townsend
Northside

Foundry, Worlds Fair Site

- THURSDAY -
Alcoa

Knoxville, Airport Hilton Hotel
Jefferson Co.*

Perkins, Exit 4171-40

- FRIDAY -
Norwood

Puelo’s Restaurant, 110 Cedar Ln.,
(1-75 exit 108 Merchants Dr.), Knoxville

Morristown
Morristown Country Club

*1st and 3rd weeks only
**2nd and 4th weeks only

- TUESDAY -
Maryville

Green Meadows Country Club
1700 Louisville Rd., Alcoa, TN 37701

Sagebrush Steakhouse
201 Heritage Boulevard

Sevierville
Applebee’s, 207 Collier Dr., Sevierville

West Knoxville - 3rd Tuesday @ noon

Newport

On September 31, 
from Candy 
D a u g h e r t y ’ s 
meeting notes, 
Rhoni Basen, 
introduced by 
Howard Kerr, 
began at Girls, Inc. 
after relocating to 
Tennessee in 2013. 
Girls, Inc.  started 

in Oak Ridge, in 1976, as simply Girls Club and at 
that time was a girls-only sports club.  It has since 
expanded to a much broader purpose:  it is now a 
program geared for working with girls to help 
them build confidence. The girls involved 
participate in science, technology, engineering 
and math (STEM) classes and other confidence-
building activities. Some of the STEM projects 
include: building computers, learning about 
finances and investing, and are generally being 
encouraged to participate in STEM classes that 
have previously been mainly boy/male-majority 
participation. Girls, Inc. also works closely with 
girls who have been placed at alternative schools 
to help them find better ways of dealing with life 
and to be successful in completing school. The 
club has a presence in many Oak Ridge and 
Knoxville elementary, middle and high schools. 
Girls, Inc. has recently moved into Blount 
County and will be working with schools in our 
area, starting small and expanding as the 
program grows. They are funded primarily 
through United Way, fund raising and grant 
writing. More information can be found at 
https://www.facebook.com/girlsincblount/.

Fifty-eight people 
gathered at Green 
Meadow Country 
Club on August 7.  
Linda Ullom did the 
invocation. Tim 
Thurston collected 
Happy Bucks.  
Suzanne Stockfische 
did not have to pay 
a buck as she was 
properly dressed 
(wearing both 
Kiwanis pin and 

name badge).  Patsy Russell introduced Stepha-
nie Tipton for our Member Moment.  Lynn 
Tittsworth, Chair for the Day, introduced Bill 
Clabough,  who serves as Executive Director of 
the Foothills Land Conservancy (FLC) and Billy 
Minser, one of FLC’s board members , wildlife 
management expert,  environmental activist, and 
active in land conservation for the last 47 years.  
Lynn has known Bill Clabough since his birth 
about six decades ago.  Bill grew up in the 

Wildwood Commu-
nity and still lives 
there with wife Judy.  
Bill has served in 
three different 
offices:  County 
Commissioner, State 
representative, and 
State Senator before 
heading up the FLC.   

The FLC protects, preserves, and enhances the 
lands and environment of the Southern Appala-
chian Region.  FLC also promotes the character 
and care of the land.  The organization now 
stretches far beyond our county’s borders—into 
half of all 95 Tennessee counties and even farther-
-into seven states!   Dr. Gail Harris, who has 
recently given her farm to the Foothills Land 
Conservancy and her home so FLC can use her 
house as its office building, helped found the 
organization.   The FLC’s main goal is to help 
everyone interested in protecting and preserving 
their land as they direct, in perpetuity.  Placing 
land in the conservancy also provides a hefty tax 
deduction.  This year will be their biggest year 
ever for acres of land placed in conservancy.  FLC 
heavily relies on individual and corporate contri-
butions for land acquisition, sustaining the 
organization and its small staff, and for steward-
ship funds.

At our meeting on 
August 14, we had a 
total of 52 attendees.  
Patsy Russell gave 
the invocation.  A 
visiting Kiwanian, 
former District 
Governor All Porrell 
from the Tellico 
Village Club, 
collected our Happy 
Bucks for us.  Bud 
Gangwer came to the 
meeting properly 
dressed.  We had no 
member moment 
that day.  Elton Jones 

introduced our speaker Greg McClain, the City of 
Maryville’s manager.  Greg was born, raised, and 
schooled in Blount County and graduated from 
Walter State Community College and Tusculum 
University.  He worked (with  Elton) at ALCOA, 
Inc. (now Arconic) for 15 years, then with the City 
of Alcoa  for eight years years , with the city of 
Maryville as Deputy City Manager for five years 
and as City Manager for the last 12 years.   

Greg expressed his thanks for being with us and 
for being able to find great ways to serve our 
community throughout his work life.  He said the 
City of Maryville has 30,000 residents but  that   

(Continued on page 5)

Blount County has 130,000 residents 
now…almost all of whom pass into and 
out of the City of Maryville.  The City of 
Maryville has 310 employees, and some of 
their departments have vital, 365-366/24/7 
schedules to maintain.  The City must deal 
with approximately 300 calls daily and 
bills an average of 400,000 utility invoices 
yearly.   The Maryville Police Department, 
with 46 officers on staff, has an average of 
35,000 calls per year, and over 1500 of those 
calls deal with major crimes.   The Fire 
Department has 43 firefighters and a 
phone call rate of 19,453 fire calls yearly.  
The sanitation department has 26,937 tons 
of garbage, recyclables, and rubbish to pick 
up yearly.  Greg, who handles problems 
with the grace of a service-oriented person, 
asked us to help our community return to a 
more civil time in order to make sure that 
everyone feels that Maryville and Blount 
County remain a great place to live.  

Rhoni Basen

Bill Clabough

Professor Billy Minser

Gregory Scott McClain



Sept. 4 Interclub in Waynesville,                11:30 to eat   Laurel Ridge 
 North Carolina                  12:00 to meet  Country Club
        49 Cupp Lane,
        Waynesville, NC 28786 

Sept. 6 Interclub with Alcoa Club  11:30 to eat  Airport Hilton 
     12:00 to meet     

Sept. 14    Board Meeting   12:00 to eat  Green Meadow 
     and meet  Country Club 

Oct. 2 Installation Banquet  6:00 for fellowship Green Meadow 
     6:30 for dinner   Country Club 

KLUB KALENDAR

Proud Sponsors of . . .

TO GIVE primacy to the human 
and spiritual, rather than to 
the material values of life.

TO ENCOURAGE our daily living 
of the Golden Rule in all 
human relationships.

TO PROMOTE the adoption and 
the application of higher 
social, business, and 
professional standards.

TO DEVELOP, by precept and
example, a more intelligent,
aggressive, and serviceable
citizenship.

TO PROVIDE, through Kiwanis
Clubs, a practical means to
form enduring friendships, to
render altruistic service, and
to build better communities.

TO COOPERA TE in creating and
maintaining that sound public
opinion and high idealism,
which make possible the
increase of righteousness,
justice, patriotism, and good
will.

THE OBJECTS OF
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Date Program INVOCATION GREETERS
  Chair (at podium, please) (11:30 am, please)KIWANIS

HERITAGE, MARYVILLE, EAGLETON
MIDDLE SCHOOL and
MONTGOMERY RIDGE

INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL

HERITAGE, MARYVILLE
HIGH SCHOOL

KEY CLUB

MARYVILLE COLLEGE
CIRCLE K

Sept. 4   Eric Golub/Comedian,          Bob Hayes                 Kent Willoughby/Regina Jennings  
   Columnist, Author, 
     Speaker 
   Chair:  Pete Davis 

Sept. 11    Dr. Tom Bogart/Maryville            Stephanie Tipton      Steve Frana/Julie Miller  
     College Update
   Chair:  Robert Russell

Sept. 18   Charlie Rhodarmer             Susan Jones                Steve Kiefer/Kent Willoughby
     Sequoyah Museum in Vonore
    Chair:  Howard Kerr 

Sept. 25   Natalie Mong/Ex. Director/           Emily Mantooth Robert Russell/Tom Coulter 
   Founder/Smoky Mountain
   Raptor Founder
   Chair:  Steve Frana 

Oct. 2        Installation Banquet (no              Bob Hayes     Susan Bryant/Susan Jones 
   Afternoon meeting) 

              

 

OTHER KEY DATES

  

         

       

THE VOLUNTEER STATE

  

September 2018

September Birthdays
Bob Russell  September 1

Richard Anderson September 5

Heath Barberry September 5

Carl Hickman September 9

Ed Harmon  September 18

Debra Jones  September 18

Lynda Lyn  September 20 

Randy Allen  September 23

Rufus King  September 24

Don Poteet  September 27 

Bob Hayes  October 1

Randy Ford  October 8
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MEETING NOTES 
(Continued from page 3)

We had 57 attend our meeting on August 21, including 49 members, two prospective members, three Aktion-Club members, and two 
other guests.  Dale Henry delivered our invocation.  Renee McAmmon was introduced by Deanna Hall for the week’s Member 
Moment,.  Ben Cate was properly dressed and Pete Davis collected Happy Bucks for the day.   Howard Kerr introduced Ben Sterling 
and Elaina Tipton, from TN Achieves.    Elaina said that she was just there to observe but that she would likely present the next time 
TN Achieves is invited to speak to MK.  TN Achieves partners with the Tennessee Promise Program.  Supplying high school Seniors 
with good Mentors to help make certain that certain requirements and grades are maintained so that students can go ahead and 
succeed at local Community colleges like Pellissippi State Community College.   Ben said the program was founded nine years ago 
and targeted the workforce that industries were pointing put was underqualified to make a success of new jobs—some of which are 
highly technical in nature.  They found mentors for 492 students that first year  and right now, the need for mentors has risen to 60,000.   
Each student enrolling in the TN Promise program will be assigned a mentor and mentors will serve up to five students.  There’s a 

minimum of time involved per student and the TN Achieves program even tells its mentors what to send at what time to each student so they are seeing 
afresh what they must accomplish.  Mentors must be Task-Masters:  they send a supplied text every two weeks to each student.  They also are available to 
answer questions students have about what they will face.  TH Achieves will help if mentors get blocked about how to help a student.  Finally, mentors 
roles will entail being strong encouragers for students—in many cases seniors will be the first in their families to enter a school of higher learning.   Tennes-
see, through such programs has now entered the status of being the state with the most students who have filled out a Free Application for Federal AID 
(FAFSA) application.  Our state is 17% above its national peer group in filing FAFSA applications.  The Tennessee Promise Program also requires eight 
hours of service prior to each semester.  The mentorship helps students make certain they accomplish that commitment.    More about the program is 
available at TNAchieves.org. 

No photo was available of the four Kiwanis Members who presented the program for our August 28 meeting.  Forty-five attended in all.  
Tony Thompson shared an invocation with us.  Patsy Russell collected Happy Bucks.  Elton Jones arrived properly dressed.  Steve Frana 
turned the spotlight for a member moment on Kathy Jackson.  Pete Davis introduced the program speakers:  himself, Patsy Russell, Deanna 
Hall, and Candy Daugherty all presented our long-range plans and strategies as prepared by the Strategic Planning Committee.  We learned 
that the average length of our memberships is 14 years, which is a grand status, but the average age of our membership is 64 years, a clear 

warning that we need to be inviting younger people to join our club.  Women make up less than half of our membership—Kiwanis International has been 
“co-ed” for the last 31 years and we have 31 females aboard—and we still have 67 males—two less than the 69 years we were a male-exclusive organization.   
Our membership is below 100 at the moment, partly because four of our dear older members changed to their Forever-address.   We have nineteen corpo-
rate members and all of those are apt to be sending different people to represent their corporation at our meetings, and that gives us the feeling of adding 
new members when we are not adding new numbers. Deanna Hall presented the four main focuses of the membership committee: Recruiting, Retention, 
Involvement and Corporate.  Surveys were distributed to the 45 members present, asking what members think Maryville Kiwanis (MK) does well and 
what MK can do better.  Patsy Russell explained the purpose and activities of the Strategic Planning Committee and its decision to stay the course at the 
present level of activity so as to keep the cost of membership at the present level.   Pete Davis discussed the new organizational chart and how it may 
provide better clarity to committee structures and responsibilities.  Pete explained that there is now an MK Notebook to provide a resource containing our 
by-laws and  committee organizational chart.  

Roy Fox

Ben Sterling

MK INDUCTS NEW MEMBERS

On August 14, Michael Torano from Second Harvest and 
Emily Mantooth from Blount County United Way, were 
inducted into membership in Maryville Kiwanis (MK).    
They are both corporate members and already have 
similar community mindedness to MK as their businesses 
have community-supporting missions.  

L-R:  Michael Torano, Emily Mantooth, and Candy Daugherty, 
right after Candy pinned them as new members. 
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Maryville Kiwanis does a great deal for our community, including raising the money for and supplying funding for one-half of every one of the 60 books 
each child signed up for the Dolly Parton Imagination Library at birth receives by his or her fifth birthday.   The Governor’s Books from Birth started by 
then-Governor Phil Bredesen and his wife Andrea Conte and continued by his successors covers the other half of the cost.  We also have several other very 
important philanthropies and occasionally we will help fund a short-term important cause, like the One-Read Program that covers a new challenge of 
having every child in certain grades read the same book …at $250 dollars a classroom.  They’ll all be learning from the book how it has felt for generations 
of immigrants to come to America, the land of opportunity, democracy, and freedom.
     
At our last meeting of July (which was not reported in the August edition), Y12 GIVES Foundation donated to Maryville Kiwanis $1500 dollars, and on 
August 7, our own Ed Harmon, through his foundation, donated $6000 to the Imagination Library fund.  Regina Jennings, Chair of the IL Committee, 
happily accepted the donation from Ed.  
     
We give, as well as get, funding or an occasional in-kind gift such as books, and on July 31, we gave the Blount County Schools a One-Read check for $250.  
On August 28, we gave the Blount County Public Library (BCPL) a check for $500, with Jennifer Spirko and Clay Kriese accepting that check.  Jennifer runs 
the children’s section of the library.  The library at Lanier Elementary School received a couple of nice speaker-signed books from us, too, delivered by 
Linda and Bob Ullom for us. 

GREAT PHILANTHROPY ACCEPTED AND OFFERED

Roy Fox

L-R: Betsy Cunningham, Jennifer Shepherd, MK President Candy Daugherty, 
Tanya McGimsey, Mike McCollough, and Brad Kirkeeng pose as Candy receives a 
$1500 donation from Y12 GIVES Foundation.

Terri Bradshaw, Reading 
Supervisor for Blount 
County Schools, and 
Candy Daugherty hold 
up a Kiwanis check to 
cover one classroom’s 
read-together books that 
will literally have every 
student in the county, 
able to read at that level, 
“on the same page” so to 
speak. 

Regina Jennings accepts a generous check for the Imagination 
Library from Ed Harmon.

Candy Daugherty presents A check to the Blount County Public Library to our 
own Jennifer Spirko, Youth Services Manager,  and Clay Kriese, Youth Services 
Specialist for Children and Teens 

PHOTO BY LINDA ULLOM 
Cathy Chamberlain and Jackson Kriese display books which Linda and Bob 
Ullom presented to Lanier Elementary School.  Maryville Kiwanis presents 
books signed by our meeting speakers to each Blount County school where 
our reading mentors help kids master reading skills.


