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Maryville Kiwanis Kourier 
February, 2019 
                      
Kiwanis Club of Maryville, TN      
Meeting at noon at Green Meadow Country club, lunch served at 11:30 
Email: mkiwanis@charter.net; Website: www.maryvillekiwanis.org   
Kiwanis Club of Maryville is dedicated to building a better community by focusing on service to children and youth. 
 

Maryville Kiwanians to Create “Kiwanis Komfort Kids”  
           

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Using the simple template shown in photos of “Kiwanis Komfort Kids” dolls created by Past President 
Candy Daugherty’s sister Nancy Johnson, who lives in Scottsdale, Kentucky, five cuddly little 
“Komfort Kids,” designed to be “Komfortably” acceptable to children of any race or color, have been 
created.  When we Maryville Kiwanians create enough basket-or-box loads of Komfort Kids to assure 
that every kid in a hospital ward (or a children’s advocacy center like New Hope here in Blount 
County) have been created, hords of Kiwanians wearing Kiwanis-labeled clothing will deliver (and 
hopefully distribute) them to the designated location.  The Komfort Kids dolls serve as the Kiwanis 
KY-TN District V First Lady’s signature project, which will last for 10 months of the 2018-19 Kiwanis 
year: Oct. 1-June 30.   The children who receive a Komfort Kid can add features with washable 
permanent markers, acrylic paint, or even needle and thread if they wish…or they can leave them 
featureless in order to change them into characters of their imaginations.   Nancy told Candy that the 
five little Komfort Kids  took about an hour and a half to complete from the first pin in fabric to the 
colorful line-up of Komfort Kids.   The worst part, Nancy reported, is getting the little dolls so evenly 
and plumply stuffed (and not overstuffed) for the greatest amount of comfort for the kids who receive 
them; she says that chopsticks or knitting needles are useful tools for getting the stuffing into tight 
places on each Komfort Kid.           
 
President’s Korner 
 

Howdy, My Fellow Kiwanians! January has come and gone. Most recently, we 
as club were very proud to have both Susan Jones and Regina Jennings 
nominated for the Athena Awards. Quite a few of us attended the banquet at 
the Clayton Center in their support. Most deservingly Regina was chosen as 
the winner of this year’s award. Fellow Kiwanians Joy Bishop and Brenda 
Sellers had previously received the Athena Awards.  
 
Planning is on-going for the upcoming 17th Annual Tee It Up for the Kids Golf 
Tournament in April. Michael Torano is chairing the Committee while Bobby 
Perkinson and Wilson Borden are on vacation. Sponsorships are looking good 
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but we still need more and encourage each of our members to go out into the community and find 
new sponsors and players. Sponsorships are available at three levels: hole sponsors donate $250, 
silver sponsors donate $500 and major sponsors donate $1000. 
 
In January, as a club, we donated $6000 to support the Back Pack Program at Second Harvest. Our 
donation was matched by an anonymous donor. 
 
The club has a committee working diligently on plans for the celebration of our 100th Anniversary as 
the Kiwanis Club of Maryville. We will have billboards, radio and TV ads, and events including an 
anniversary gala. And on March 28, Kiwanis Club of Maryville will host a breakfast coffee for our 
fellow Chamber of Commerce members at Green Meadow Country Club from 7:45-9am. This will be 
a great chance to show the business community what we as Kiwanians do for our community and its 
children. Please, make an effort to be there to help. 
 
As you have noticed, Susan Jones continues to work hard each month on the Kourier. The format 
has changed, and she is learning to work with new software. The content is the same, but there are 
more pages and more pictures and at an improved resolution. The Kourier will be emailed to each of 
you and will continue to be available on our website’s Newletters page for anyone to download or 
read. Let your friends know. Please let Susan know you appreciate her efforts and approve of the 
changes. 
 
Finally, thanks to all of you for your participation in our meetings. You help make our club great! 
Remember what a close friend and co-worker told me during my career in law enforcement, “Go out 
there, smile, and make someone else happy.” 
 
Pete Davis, President 
 
Briefs 
 
Consolation Needs 
Tim Crawford’s mother passed away January 6.  He’d appreciate knowing that you are thinking of 
him.  Joan Crawford, Tim’s mom, fell and broke her hip the same week end as his wife Gail’s funeral 
and fell again soon after she recovered from that one, so he’s had a heaped plate of concerns. 
 
Answered Prayers   
Bill and Peggy Campbell have been very grateful for all of our prayers being answered with a good 
diagnosis and the placement of a pacemaker.   Peggy is up and about and feeling pretty energetic.  
Many thanks to everyone whose well wishes went Heavenward and/or in the mail for Peggy.  Keeping 
Bill in contented smiles because his sweet Peggy is well is one of life’s sweet blessings. 
 
Good News, with Continued Prayers Welcomed     
Bob and Linda Ullom’s daughter’s father-in-law has undergone a kidney transplant and is successfully 
recovering and thriving.    
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New “Official” Kiwanians 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Maryville Kiwanis celebrated “official” entry into the ranks of Kiwanis International at our January 8 
meeting.  All three - Renee McCammon, Blake Mansfield, and Brandon Leitch had all been 
unofficially accepted into the “fold” quite some time earlier, but circumstances held up their becoming 
pinned and certified as members.  Longer-established Maryville Kiwanians are proud to welcome 
such wonderful new and already-involved Blount Countians into our membership.  At our January 23 
meeting, we enjoyed welcoming new member Jeramie Walkup, the Boy Scouts of America 
representative into our numbers.    
 

 
 

 

Blake Mansfield receives a pat on the back 
from Pete Davis 

Brandon Leitch, official member now and 
already involved in our community 

Renée McCammon holds her official 
Membership Certificate  

Pete Davis introduces new 
member Jeramie Walkup, all 
pinned and certified 
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MEMBER MOMENTS FOR JANUARY 
  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Blake Mansfield, who was born a “Flat-lander” in Memphis, Tennessee, was featured in a “Member 
Moment” on January 8 by Deanna Hall.  One of his greatest life lessons came from his father, when 
Blake was about 15.  Blake said that among the many life lessons learned from his dad, this special 
one has been a constant help.  “I was capping off a 4” cast-iron pipe on a job with my dad at about 15 
years old and I asked him how tight I needed to get the end cap. My dad commented, “When you 
have it as tight as you can get it, go one more round.” When I have thoughts about giving up on 
certain things in my life I always hear that voice saying, “Have you given it your best shot? GO ONE 
MORE ROUND!" 
  
Blake grew up in Memphis but attended nearby Delta State University in Cleveland, Mississippi, 
which enrollment, he mentioned, he shares with a fellow Maryville Kiwanian.  Blake has four grown 
children and three (soon-to-be five) loveable grandchildren.  He offers as his best piece of advice for 
us right now, “Don’t Wait!! If you want to do it, then do it!! You are not guaranteed tomorrow”!!  We’re 
all pleased that Blake has become a “Highlander” here in Blount County and has joined Maryville 
Kiwanis. 

Blake Mansfield and Deanna Hall 
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On Jan. 23, Patsy Russell shone the Member Moment spotlight on Dale Henry, one of our bright 
Blount County and Maryville Kiwanis “lights of volunteerism,” who with her sweetheart husband Bill, to 
whom she has been married for 40 years, hit the volunteer road running as soon as they moved to 
Blount County.  For several years, Dale was our very successful Maryville Kiwanis Web Creator & 
supplier of statistics for our community service project at CFC.  Dale has fed the hungry and served 
countless hours at the Community Food Connection (CFC), has been part of a feed-the-hungry 
project at her church, and has been a sponsor for numerous Service Leadership Programs (SLPs) for 
Kiwanis.   She often participates in our Adopt-a-Highway clean-up projects and is there to help with 
Boys & Girls Club Kiwanis Projects as well.  She quietly supported all that Bill undertook as President 
as well, including the creation of a spectacular yearbook.  Dale is a very proud mother, wife, and even 
an intrepid adventurer:  she rode an elephant once at a circus and is one of very few people 
anywhere who can say she has crossed the Arctic Circle.     

 

 
 
 
 
 

Dale Henry and Patsy Russell 
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Interclubing in January Helps Keep Kiwanians Warm 
 

Peter Towle announced at our January 23 regular club meeting that in addition to our regular monthly 
interclub with the Alcoa Club and our interclubs with other Division Five clubs, each monthly Aktion 
Club meeting will also count as an interclub.  Having three interclub opportunities every month means 
that we have simply run out of excuses to have an Oh-no-I-forgot-to-do-my-interclub-this-year 
moment.  Some clubs have a difficult time arranging a couple of interclubs in a year’s time, and our 
club now offers 36 chances.  Pete Davis, Peter Towle, Bob Ullom, and Linda Ullom attended the 
January 17 meeting of the Maryville-Kiwanis-sponsored Volunteer State Aktion Club, where 
participants learned lots about the use of ASL (American Sign Language).    

 

 
ASL signs are evident in this photo.  L-R:  John Martin, Pete Davis, Peter Towle, Stephanie 
McReynolds, Thomas Clark, Linda Ullom, Bob Ullom and their daughter Kristi Partin. Bob and Linda 
are saying they love us. 
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GIANT SOCIAL EVENT & TREMENDOUS-HONOR EVENING 
 
On January 24, at least 22 Maryville Kiwanians gathered to help honor this year’s Blount County 
Athena Award recipient, our own community activist without parallel, Regina Jennings. Ten women 
were chosen from many nominees to be finalists for the Athena award, and two final nominees, 
Regina Jennings and Susan Jones, were Maryville Kiwanians. The evening was made extra special 
because two of the previous recipients, Maryville Kiwanians Joy Bishop and Brenda Sellers, were not 
only present but very active in the evening’s fun.  As many as could be found (22 of us) managed to 
be part of a historic photo op on the staircase of the Clayton Center for the Performing Arts at 
Maryville College.  Since there were members of the Alcoa Club, and possibly the Foothills Club, 
there also, those present might even be granted the honor of attendance at an interclub.   

 

 
Regina Jennings, at center, the 2019 Athena Award Recipient, taken at the moment the award was 
announced 
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Ready to go home after an exciting evening at the Athena Awards (L-R, back row): Chris Hurley, 
Roger Jennings, Tony Thompson, Ed Harmon; (Second-from-back row): Terri Brahms, Candy 
Daugherty, Linda Ullom, John Berry, Pete Carter, Lynn Tittsworth; (Third row from back): Patsy 
Russell, former member Lisa Skinner, Bill Campbell; Front row: Pete Davis, Brenda Sellers, Joy 
Bishop, Ed Mitchell, Regina Jennings, Deanna Hall, John Clark, Susan Jones 

 
Meeting Notes 
 
When the club was back together again on January 8, our joy-filled first meeting of 2019 helped the 
76 in attendance “Connect with a Child” at least 13 times.  Most received warm greetings from Bud 
Gangwer and Roy Fox.  Patsy Russell, who devoted her career to teaching children, gave the 
invocation.  Susan Taylor Bryant came to the meeting properly dressed.  Such a full schedule was 
planned that we skipped Happy Bucks Collection.  Several new members were “pinned.” Pete Davis 
presented a Maryville Kiwanis check for $6000 to Michael Torano for Second Harvest, which helps 
feed children every day of the year.  Deanna Hall shared Member Moment information about new 
member Blake Mansfield. Pete announced a name-the-theme contest for our 100th year anniversary.   
 
Our Chair of the Day Tom Coulter introduced Tom Obungu and 13 lively, coordinated children aged 
10 to 14 who had traveled from Kenya. They represented an organization called “Connect with a 
Child.”  Their Connect with a Child “group uses the name Hakuna Matata, which means "no trouble" 
and comes from the movie Lion King.  They entertained our membership with Kenyan song and 
dance.  Connect with a Child supports about 500 impoverished and orphaned children in Kenya, 
providing a safe place to stay, food, and education.”  The group needs and accepts donations to 
support their worthy cause, and our own Tom Coulter is their contact person in Blount County.  
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Have you seen anything more joyful in the new year than these enthusiastic, young, and jubilant 
Kenyan dancers? 

 

Tom Ubangu, forefront, and his troupe of dancers 
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More Meeting Notes 
 
We had a total of 55 attendees at our meeting January 15.  After Bill Campbell and Doug Craig 
greeted every one, we enjoyed a good, companionable lunch and then Patsy Russell gave the 
invocation.  Michael Torano, fortunately, wore both pin and name badge, so was deemed properly 
dressed.  New member Blake Mansfield collected our Happy Bucks.  Lynn Tittsworth, Chair of the 
Day, introduced Bryan Steverson, a local baseball historian on the “National Pastime.” Pete Davis 
reported that Bryan began his presentation, “by explaining how the game of baseball is special and 
generalized and diverse.” The game, he explained, “is open to players of all ages, genders, sizes and 
religions, with no limitations for disabilities.” He cited many examples of famous players of all ages 
like Satchel Paige, the most famous Negro League player who finally made it into the Major League 
at age 42, just a year after Jackie Robinson broke the color barrier. He mentioned female players in 
Little Leagues and Jackie Mitchell, a 17-year-old southpaw from Chattanooga who faced the New 
York Yankees April 2, 1931, and struck out both Babe Ruth and Lou Gehrig.  Bryan also mentioned 
players with one arm or artificial limbs. He told of several players who enlisted and served heroically 
during World War II rather than playing baseball, giving up their salaries, and Moe Berg who was a 
spy for our side.  
 
Steverson also spoke about the greats like Babe Ruth, Joe DiMaggio, Ted Williams, Hank Aaron, 
Sandy Koufax, Mickey Mantle, Roberto Clemente and Pete Rose. They were all great and made 
baseball a great pastime. He spoke at length about Jackie Robinson breaking the color barrier in 
major league baseball in 1947, about those who opposed his playing and those who welcomed and 
supported him.  Jackie Robinson was called by many the greatest American in history. And finally, 
Bryan donated three of his books to be sold to members with proceeds going to our club. 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bryan Steverson 
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More Meeting Notes 
 
At our January 22 meeting, 51 peope attended.  Deanna Hall and Jim Hands served as our warm and 
welcoming greeters for the day.  Deanna Hall gave a very moving invocation, which is added here for 
the enjoyment of those who requested a copy and for those who were unable to hear it:  
   

 Deanna Hall’s January Invocation  
God,   
We worry about the future, and we fret about the past, but don’t take time to enjoy the moment. 
We make To-Do lists, set up retirement and vacation plans and search for life’s meaning, yet never 
stop to smell the roses. 
We ask for forgiveness. We ask for guidance, patience, understanding, and so much more but never 
a picture into our true selves. 
We want freedoms without fears, happiness without pain, and calm without storms. 
Help us to remember O God, you never promised a life void of fears, pain or storms.  Remind us you 
showed us how to be gracious, loving, and kind in the midst of those fears wracked with pain and in 
the midst of life’s worse storms. 
Thank you for these Kiwanians and these guests, this food and may it nourish our bodies, and may 
we be blessings to others. 
Amen. 
   
Elton Jones collected Happy Bucks, and a near-impossibility occurred for perhaps the first time 
in history:  Bob Ergenbright, who had hurried to our meeting from another spot than home, 
was not wearing both pin and name badge so was not properly dressed!  Patsy Russell shone 
the Member Moment spotlight on Dale Henry. Linda Ullom introduced Douglas Mapp 
(Cognitive Skills Trainer) and Kim Hanson, CEO of Learning RX. Kim spoke about Brain Training 
through the program for the last 35 years.  Kim explained 
that such brain training aims to teach people how to learn 
better, faster and easier. The company has trained over 
100,000 brains in one-on-one training sessions. They teach 
using seven cognitive skills (knowledge, intelligence, 
processing information for higher thinking, improving logic 
and reasoning, access information, visualizing, and greatly 
improving long-term memory.   They have a trust-based & 
feed-back based methodology that helps clients with 
dyslexia, ADHD, and other learning disorders.  For more 
information go to their website at www.learningrx.com. 
 
 
 
 
 

Douglas Mapp and Kim Hanson 
from Learning RX 
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We had no meeting January 29 as it was a silly snowy day. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Maryville Kiwanis Philanthropy 
  
Maryville Kiwanis tries in every way it possibly can to help meet the needs of all of Blount County’s 
children.  Second Harvest has a special program that provides needed nutritional foods packages 
that are placed, somewhat surreptitiously and without fanfare in children’s backpacks.  They will 
contain nourishing foods and snacks, especially for the week end when I child not receiving school 
breakfasts and lunches might simply go hungry.  On January 8, our club, with Pete Davis presenting, 
gave Maryville Kiwanian and Second Harvest Representative Michael Torano a check for $6000 for 
the backpack program.  You’ll see from our President’s Korner letter that the large amount in the 
check was also multiplied.   
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KLUB KALENDAR 
Date  Speaker/Program            Invocation  Greeters   
  Chair of the Day          (at podium, please) (11:30 a.m., please) 
     
Feb. 5  General Richard Davis/Part One   Lynn Tittsworth  TBA  
  Chair:  Robert Russell 
 
Feb. 12  General Richard Davis/Part Two   Linda Ullom  TBA 
  Chair:  Robert Russell 
 
Feb. 19  Clay Kriese     Candy Daugherty TBA 
  Chair: Robert Russell or Stephanie Tipton   
 
Feb. 26  Annual Kiwanis Awards    Steve Frana  TBA 
  Chair:  Pete Davis 
 
Mar. 5  Maryville Kiwanis 100th Anniversary  Bob Hayes   TBA 
  Game Plan  
  Chair:  Robert Russell  
 

0THER KEY DATES 
Date   Event      Time   Location 
Feb. 7   Interclub with Alcoa Kiwanis  11:30 to eat  Airport Hilton 
   Kiwanis     12:00 to meet 
 
Feb. 8   Board Meeting    12:00 noon  Green Meadow Country Club 

 
Feb. 16-19  K-T Mid-Year Conference    Times vary   Airport Hilton  
   Every Blount Kiwanian should  

 think about being part of a huge  
 club representation. After all, we’ve 
 been around nearly 100 years!!!   

  
Mar. 28   Chamber Coffee hosted by  7:45-9:00 a.m.  Green Meadow Country Club 
   Maryville Kiwanis  
 
 

February Birthdays 
  
Bud Gangwer  February 2 
Mike Winstead  February 15 
Ellie Morrow   February 17 
Susan Jones  February 24 
Roger Jennings  February 28 
Roy Fox   March 1 
Julie Mille   March 4  
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DIVISION FIVE NEWS 
 
Members of the Kiwanis Clubs of Alcoa, Foothills, and Maryville have few excuses not to have a huge 
representation at this year’s KY-TN District Mid-Year Conference.  The event will take place mid-
month (February 15-16) at the Airport Hilton and should provide lots of knowledge about what’s going 
on in the district, our Division V, and our local clubs. Attendees should learn much about what lies 
ahead as well.   If you have some time, fellow club members attending the conference will appreciate 
your presence and the general belief that we are among the most active, involved civic clubs 
anywhere.   
 

FROM KIWANIS INTERNATIONAL 
 
It’s pretty close and bound to be a great deal of fun for both Kiwanians and their family members.  
The 2019 Convention for Kiwanis International will take place at the Coranado Springs resort that is 
part of the Walt Disney World Resort in Orlando, Florida, from June 27 through 30.  Register soon so 
that you’ll have plenty of planning and play time to dream about.   

 
   

    

 
 
 
 

Objects of Kiwanis 
 

To give primacy to the human and spiritual rather than to the material values of life. 
 
To encourage our daily living of the Golden Rule in all human relationships. 
 
To promote the adoption and the application of higher social, business, and 
professional standards. 
 
To develop, by precept and example, a more intelligent, aggressive, and serviceable citizenship. 
 
To provide, through Kiwanis Clubs, a practical means to form enduring friendships to render altruistic 
service, and to build better communities. 
 
To cooperate in creating and maintaining that sound public opinion and high idealism, which make 
possible the increase of righteousness, justice, patriotism and good will. 
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Kids are curious, lovable, and hilarious. They are also wild, impatient, and vulnerable. Kiwanis is 
looking out for kids in every corner of the globe with over 600,000 volunteers who serve their 
communities through local clubs. 
 
From the KY-TN District Website 
 
First Lady's Project 2019 Purpose of Project: To produce an in-person example of what Kiwanis 
stands for while helping children. What to do: Plan a service project at your local hospital, preferably a 
children's hospital. Involve as many members as possible and show up in Kiwanis attire.  (Maryville 
Kiwanis will do something meaningful, pleasant, and fun for children.) 
 

Maryville Kiwanis Officers 
 

President - Pete Davis 
865-773-5617; textoten@gmail.com 

 
President-elect - Deanna Hall 

865-680-6717; dhall0407@gmail.com 
 

Vice President - Doug Craig 
865-233-4706; dcraigut@gmail.com 

 
Secretary - Bob Ergenbright 

865-556-8747; mkiwanis@charter.net 
 

Treasurer - Julie Miller 
865-556-7506; Jmiller@cbbcbank.com 

 
Past President - Candy Daugherty 

865-238-5061; candy.daugherty@resourcemfg.com 
 

Directors 
 

Heath Barberry 
Jon Dockery 

Kathy Jackson 
Steve Kiefer 
Dan Monat 

Bobby Perkinson 
Stephanie Tipton 

Peter Towle 
Anna White 
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Division Five Meetings 
 
Meetings at 12 noon (unless otherwise noted) 
TUESDAY 
Maryville Kiwanis, Green Meadow Country Club, 1700 Louisville Road, Alcoa, TN  37701  
WEDNESDAY 
Farragut*, Tn State Bank Building, 11470 Parkside Dr, Knoxville, 37934 
Foothills**, Highland Manor Inn, 7766 E. Lamar Alexander Pkwy, Townsend 
Northside, Foundry, Worlds Fair Site 
THURSDAY 
Alcoa, Airport Hilton Hotel 
Jefferson County, Perkins, I-40, Exit 417 
FRIDAY 
Norwood, Puelo’s Restaurant, 110 Cedar Ln., (I-75 exit 108 Merchants Dr.)  Knoxville 
Morristown, Morristown Country Club 
*1st and 3rd weeks only 
**2nd and 4th weeks only 
 

 
 

Proud Sponsors of... 

 
at Heritage, Maryville, Eagleton Middle School and 

Montgomery Ridge Intermediate School 
 

 
Key Clubs at Heritage and, Maryville High Schools 

 

 
Circle K Club at Maryville College 

 

 
Volunteer State Aktion Club

 


