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NOVEMBER 2021 
                      
Meetings at noon at Green Meadow Country club; lunch served at 11:30 
Email: mkiwanis@charter.net; Website: www.maryvillekiwanis.org   
Dedicated to building a better community by focusing on service to children and youth 
 

STEVE FRANA: GIANT-OF-HEART-AND-COMMITMENT PASSES ON 
 

Our newly inducted Maryville Kiwanis President Steve Frana, who started his 
presidency like he did everything in life, wholeheartedly, enthusiastically, and 
effectively, with a giant smile and a twinkle in his eye, has moved on to a more 
permanent and Heavenly address.  Steve’s death, at 67, on Sunday, October 
31, was totally unexpected.  He leaves behind his seven children and eleven 
grandchildren. He spoke so highly of them all as he shared his reasons for 
giving Happy Bucks through his dozen years as a Maryville Kiwanian that we 
feel as if we know them. He was a Kiwanian before he moved his family to East 

Tennessee from New Jersey.  He and Ben Cate added to our laughter, enjoyment, and anticipation 
when they would bet on Maryville/Alcoa games during Happy Bucks times.  They will likely still be 
doing that in Heaven.    
  

On October 23, at our Maryville Kiwanis service project at the clean-up of the Boys & Girls Club, 
Steve cooked, as he so often did for our special events, for the dozens of people who had gathered 
for the in-and-outdoor clean up.  No one present could have had an excuse for feeling hungry as 
Steve always cooked enough for a small army.  Steve’s notable and ever-present humor and quick 
wit made each encounter, one-on-one or in a crowd, a positive experience.  His entire being beamed 
out to the world that he was a man of faith and caring.  We were all great benefactors of Steve’s giant 
capacity for love.  Steve’s daughter said, on the night of his installation, that her dad was always full 
of advice that, even when she didn’t enjoy hearing it, always turned out to be right. That’s a 
tremendous tribute for anyone to receive.  When Steve spoke, people always listened. 
  
In his one-month tenure as Maryville Kiwanis President, Steve had helped us gain two new members 
and had presided over four fun-filled regular meetings, a board meeting, an foundation meeting, the 
big Boys &Girls Club clean up, met with the social media and marketing task force and probably 
attended other committee meetings as well.  In his memory, Maryville Kiwanis Members will be 
looking forward to and working to achieve a year that meets all of Steve’s hopes and expectations.  
  
It is now up to each of us to add some special brightness to Maryville Kiwanis since Stephen Robert 
Frana’s beautiful light just dimmed on earth and brightened Heaven.    
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REMEMBERING STEVE 
These photos typify Steve, his smile, his family and his Kiwanis life and they 
capture Steve’s lively sense of humor and that loving twinkle in his eye.   
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REMEMBERING STEVE 
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BRIEFS 
 
SAD NEWS, WITH A LITTLE CONSOLATION  
 
Our eminent new President, Steve Frana, passed away suddenly on Halloween evening.  His 
triumphant soul was praised throughout thousands of churches in the world the next day as all of the 
churches were celebrating All Hallows Day that celebrates all of the Saints in Heaven, and we know 
Steve was already there. 
 

GLAD NEWS 
 
Debra Jones, often called Debbie, has, in her own graceful way, by the 
grace of God and  according to our by-laws, agreed to step up to the 
President’s position for the rest of this Kiwanis Year.  Tom Coulter is 
now President-Elect.   
 
COMFORTING NEWS 
 
Bobby Burke had the honor of working with Steve Frana to prepare 
the huge & delicious feast that was served to the Boys & Girls Club 
clean-up crew on October 23 and that will be a sweet memory.  Also, 
another great memory is that 45 fortunate members had the honor of 
attending the last Maryville Kiwanis meeting over which Steve would 
preside on October 25.  
 
Maryville Kiwanis benefits from careful planning, years of tradition, and 
smart nominations that create a “chain of command” that allow smooth transitions in times of tragedy.   
 
MEMBERSHIP  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Katie Beeler (above left) and C.J. Stevens (above right)  joined Maryville Kiwanis in October.  That’s 
an auspicious start for our new Kiwanis year.  One of the goals Steve Frana set for his Presidential 
year was to have a substantial increase in membership.  We are off to a good start on realizing his 
goal.  We just have to keep asking good people to join us for lunch and hear about all the great 
projects we accomplish.   
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 BRIEFS (continued) 
 
GOOD NEWS 
 
Dan Monat returned to meet with us after a long and nasty encounter with very unfriendly COVID-19. 
    
Wilson Borden’s health is improving, as is his wife Sue’s.  He’ll be back with us before too long.   
 

HEALTH CONCERNS 
 
Newsom Baker is recovering from hip replacement surgery and is reportedly doing well.  MK 
members put a bunch of signatures on a get-well card for him on October 26.  That many well-wishes 
should hasten his recovery "#$%. 
 
Former Maryville Kiwanis President Joy Bishop is fighting some serious health issues and would 
appreciate get- well cards and lots of good thoughts and prayers.  Joy’s address is 1009 Heritage 
Square Court, Maryville, TN  37803-6442. 
 

SERVICE WORK: 
MARYVILLE KIWANIS “DROPS ‘ITS’ DRAWERS” WITH STYLE 
 
On Monday, October 18, a group of Maryville Kiwanians met at the 
Maryville City School’s Family Resource Center with the center’s 
director Debra Skyler and the Maryville City Schools Director Dr. 
Mike Winstead. Each Kiwanis Year, the KY-TN District’s Governor’s 
First Spouse chooses a project for all Divisions in the District.  Since 
its inception, the annual project has always served many children 
very well.  This grand service project will bring actual warm feelings 
to hundreds of young wearers. 
 
For the 2020-21 Kiwanis year, First Lady Louise Coulter, spouse of 
Governor David Coulter, heard that every elementary school in the 
two states in our district could use a generous supply of new 
underwear, including underpants, t-shirts, and socks.  Maryville 
Kiwanians donated either the items themselves or a financial 
donation for others to shop for the much-needed comfort clothing.  In 
all, our Maryville Kiwanians brought 781 pairs of underwear for any 
children who may have an embarrassing “accident” at school or have 
need of some new underwear for any other reason.   By having the 
extra undergarments available, the Maryville City Schools is helped 
in its efforts “to remove any barriers to a child’s education.”  Feeling cold, wet, and embarrassed is 
definitely such a barrier. 
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SERVICE WORK (continued) 
 
As shown below, Maryville Kiwanis provided a great variety of shapes, sizes, and colors of 
“unmentionables” available for the comfort and care of children.  Just so you know, the latest 
Canadian Dictionary includes the word gotchies, another euphemism for underwear.  Lots of little kids 
will have nice new gotchies thanks to Maryville Kiwanians.      

  
  

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(L-R:) Maryville Kiwanis members Pete Davis, Dr. Mike Winstead, Heather 
Larson, Patsy Russell, Wanda Davis, and Robert Russell 

(L-R:) Wanda Davis, Patsy Russell, and Heather Larson show off hundreds 
more pairs of underwear. 
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A LOT MORE SERVICE WORK! 
 
Nineteen Maryville Kiwanis Members, Key Club members, other family members, even Boys & Girls 
Club members came to help do an annual Maryville Kiwanis clean-up of the former Fort Craig 
Elementary School, according to Patsy Russell. 
 
Altogether the three-dozen or more volunteers managed 66 hours of work on October 23 and Howard 
Kerr added to that total the next day. The willing team leaders and their team helpers accomplished 
many tasks:  they cleaned the kitchen, which always needs a great deal of sweeping, scrubbing, and 
sorting out. They broke down a huge number of cardboard boxes (clearing lots of space when they 
did). Our new member Katie Beeler led a team of kids to an unusable former classroom and cleared 
it out and cleaned it up so that it’s now available for study groups or special activities. Other rooms 
and hallways got all spruced up. The outdoors got all sorts of careful attention from weed trimmers, 
rakes, shovels, and other tools. All the debris from broken-down boxes, overpacked rooms, limbs of 
trees and bushes, piles of leaves and lots of other debris, everyone who helped managed to fill a 
large dumpster. 
 
Now, it wasn’t a case of all work and no play. Where two or more are gathered at a Maryville Kiwanis 
event of any sort, there will be banter, laughter, kidding, and perhaps even an occasional motivational 
conversation. Also, if it’s a Maryville Kiwanis work-day, there’s bound to be food as well, and this 
event was no exception. President/Chef Steve Frana and his right-hand man/sous chef Bobby 
Burke cooked up a feast. They had hamburgers, brats, wieners, sizzling peppers and onions and all 
the fixings. Several members baked cookies for the event, too, and apparently folks were not shy 
about making sure none ended up in the dumpster. More event photos can be found at 
www.maryvillekiwanis.org. 
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CLEAN-UP WORK-DAY 
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INTERCLUBS 
 
Tim Thurston has kindly agreed to coordinate our 2021-
22 interclub calendar.  We got off to the usual good start 
to our interclub month with a first-Thursday regular visit 
to the Alcoa Club at the Airport Hilton.  On October 29, 
we had an interclub at the Volunteer State Aktion Club 
(that Maryville Kiwanis sponsors).  They meet on Home 
Avenue and all the adult members there, who face 
physical or intellectual challenges (or both) thoroughly 
enjoy interacting with Maryville Kiwanians each month. 
We had 54 interclubs in 2020-21, 20 of which were 
doubles! 
 
If four or more of us attend a meeting or event of another 
club, that counts as an interclub.  If eight or more attend, 
we get credit for a double interclub.  After eight, however, 
we do not get triple, quadruple, etc., credit.  On the 
evening of October 29, many more Maryville Kiwanians 
got their Kiwanis new-year Interclub obligation (well, 
Kiwanis International’s suggested obligation) taken care 
of while having a blast.  They attended the Alcoa Kiwanis 
Club’s annual Gala at the Airport Hilton. They had good 
food and good times! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Festive ladies Linda Ullom and Wanda Davis at the 
Alcoa Gala. 

Good food and good times at the Alcoa Kiwanis Gala. 
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INTERCLUBS (continued) 
 
   
   
   

 
 

 

 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
  

At our first meeting of the month, the Alcoa club had an interclub at the Maryville Kiwanis 
meeting. They knew we would have a good program. (L-R:) Jim Warner, David Buck, Ted 
Wilson, Robert McClelland. 

At the Alcoa Club on October 7, (L-R:)  Ron Teffeteller, 
Peter Towle, Bobby Burke, Lynn Tittsworth, Robert Austin. 

1-2-3 AKTION! Halloween Party for our Aktion Club 
members.  L-R:  Pete Davis, Denn Larson, Wanda 
Davis, Linda Ullom, Bob Ullom, Peter Towle. 
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MEMBER MOMENTS 
 
Emily Mantooth introduced us to 
relatively new member Amanda 
Nowack at our October 12 meeting. 
Amanda was born in Buffalo, New 
York. She said that her husband 
Chris and she “had been talking 
about moving for a couple of years, 
and after hearing about how great 
this area was from [her] in-laws, we 
all decided to move to Maryville. She 
added, “We decided to move for 
multiple reasons,better weather, less 
taxes, and more freedom overall.”  
She is presently employed at the 
Blount County Public Library.   
  
Emily asked Amanda if she collected 
anything, and Amanda replied, “Yes, 
I collect Lucy memorabilia.  I started 
watching the TV show when I was in 
3rd grade on Nick at Nite and thought 
it was so funny.  I grew up about an hour and a half from Lucille Ball’s hometown in Jamestown, NY.  
She added, “I will also buy anything that has a cat on it. 
 
To the prompt, “Share something about you that no one at Kiwanis probably knows,” Amanda 
answered: “I have my master’s degree in clinical mental health counseling, and I was a Licensed 
Mental Health Counselor in NY.  I am still working on getting my license in Tennessee but get to use 
my education by facilitating the life skills groups for Blount County Recovery Court at the library.  
  
 Emily asked, “Aside from necessities, what is one thing you could not go a day without?  Amanda 
said, “I’m not sure if this is considered a necessity, but I could not go a day without Chapstick. I never 
leave home without it.” 
 
Two of Amanda’s pet peeves are: 1.  When she spends time with someone who is constantly 
checking their phone and 2. When her routine or plans are thrown off. 
 
To the question, “What is one of the greatest lessons you have learned in life,” Amanda’s response 
was: “Don’t spend time doing something that makes you miserable because you never know how 
much time you have.”   
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MEMBER MOMENTS (continued) 
 
On October 29, Regina Jennings 
introduced Maryville Kiwanis 
member, Police and Fire Chief of 
the City of Maryville, and community 
activist Tony Crisp to us. As one 
can see from all he does keeping 
two vital Maryville City departments 
on target, Tony does not have much 
time to attend Maryville Kiwanis 
meetings as often as he would like 
to. However, members are always 
happy to see him when he is able to 
attend. He seems to know all of us.  
He has been a member of Maryville 
Kiwanis for just short of three 
decades! Tony’s beloved wife 
Phyllis serves as the County 
Register of Deeds and also stays 
super busy. They can be seen 
together at many events that serve 
people and organizations in need. 
Tony’s position as Police Chief is one facet of realizing his childhood dream of being a police officer. 
He served in Blount County for years before joining the Maryville Police Department. 
 
One of the questions Regina asked him was, “Do you collect anything?”  Tony answered that he 
collects challenge coins, which are commemorative coins, well known to those who have served in 
the military or first responder work, he said. Tony has many other such coins, but he always carries 
one commemorating Kenny Moats, a police officer who died in the line of duty in August of 2016.   
 
Asked for a favorite quote, Tony replied that his is, “Don’t confuse my compassion with weakness.”   
The people who have most influenced Tony are both of his parents, who “were the Godliest people I 
have ever known,” he answered. Tony’s main hobby is playing golf, though humble Tony says that 
does not mean that he’s good at it. One of his most embarrassing moments was the one where he 
realized he was asking for service at the wrong bank. 
 
Tony said that if he were singing at a karaoke night, he would sing “What Do You Do with Good Old 
Boys Like Me?” by Don Williams. His greatest piece of advice is “Be kind and humble.”  His two 
favorite radio stations are The Duke and WIVK.    
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NEW MEMBER INDUCTION 

 
On October 20, Steve Frana inducted our newly oriented member Katie Beeler into Maryville Kiwanis.  
Katie is employed at Leconte Realty, LLC, and she was sponsored by Brenda Sellers, who holds 
records for the numbers of new members we have gained through the years. As mentioned 
elsewhere in this issue of the Kourier, three days later, Katie was leading a team of volunteers in 
cleaning out one of the junk-filled old classrooms in the Fort Craig building so that the Girls & Boys 
Club could now have another great activity/study room. Katie clearly loves kids, and that of course, is 
an important asset for an organization devoted to helping children throughout the free world.   
Welcome aboard, Katie.   

“Life is what happens when you’re busy making other plans.” 
Frederick Douglass: “If there is no struggle, there is no progress.”    
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MEETING NOTES 
 
Linda Ullom was the greeter at the first official Maryville Kiwamis meeting of the Kiwanis New Year 
on October 5.  The meeting started promptly at 12:00 when newly installed President Steve Frana did 
a cheery ding on the Kiwanis Meeting Bell.  Thirty-five members and five visiting Alcoa Club members 

attended.  Regina Jennings gave the invocation.  Our 
health team rported that there had been a 58% decline in 
new COVID cases in the previous month.  Robert Russell 
requested some extra cooperation as he updates our 
Directory. If you have any changes, please let him know. 
 
Michael Torano gave the house report for Heath Barberry. 
Alas, Rufus King was not properly dressed.  Amanda 
Nowack collected Happy Bucks. Pete Davis, Chair for the 
Day, introduced Robert McClelland, who was there to tell 
us about the Arconic (formerly known as ALCOA) Grant 
Process.  He said that a joint-grant of $33,000, had been 
received by Tellico Village Computer User’s Club 
Technology Access Program (TAP), the Blount County 
Public Library, the Blount County Parks and Recreation and 
the Blount County IT Department.    
 
The grantees took two approaches to trying to address the 
“Digital Divide” in our county: one was to put computers in 
low-income homes and to provide safe and accesible 
spaces for individuals to access the internet at no cost. To 
meet the latter approach, they were to install two $13,000 
Interfon charging tables at the Blount County Public Library 

and two at the Martin Luther King Center in early November. 
 
In order to apply for a grant, certain metrics are required:  the grantees must provide 500 hours of 
WiFi use each month to 600 users.  They must do survey samples of users and must collaborate with 
the Library and with BCPR.  The TAP program has refurbished and donated over 8000 computer 
systems to benefit over 13,000 children in East Tennessee.  Arconic has thus far distributed more 
than $425,000 in grants and invites non-profits to apply for grants.  To apply for grants, such groups 
must contact Christy Newman, Manager, Communications and Community Relations, Arconic 
Tennessee Operations, 2300 N. Wright Road, Alcoa, TN  37701 or christy.newman@arconic.com.  
Christy can be reached at the office 865-977-3358 or on her mobile at 865-259-9155.  If anyone 
wished to donate old computers or computer peripherals such as monitors, keyboards, a mouse or 
mouse(s? mice?), Trackballs, touchpads, pointing sticks, joysticks, light pens, etc., you may contact 
David Buck or Jim Warner at the Alcoa Club. Or David Buck is very frequently at our meetings. 
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MEETING NOTES (continued) 
 

For our October 12 meeting, Lynda Lin greeted us 
as we entered. Susan Jones gave the invocation 
and was able to keep notes of the meeting.  We had 
37 members in attendance, three guests, and one 
visiting Kiwanian, David Buck. Pete Davis, dressed 
in Texas A&M colors to celebrate the university’s 
win against Alabama, collected Happy Bucks. 
 
Emily Mantooth introduced us to member Amanda 
Nowak. Patsy Russell introduced our program 
speakers for the day: Jon Waters, Heritage High 

School Ag Science teacher and FFA sponsor; Jenna Pitman; and Anna Waters. 
 
Jon told us that if we eat food or wear clothes, we 
are involved in agriculture and should thank a 
farmer, because without farmers we’d be naked 
and hungry. He said FFA is now the National 
Future Farmers of America Organization. 
 
Jon introduced his enthusiastic students Anna and 
Jenna so that they could do an outstanding 
presentation about the state of Ag Science at their 
school. Using PowerPoint, they showed us their 
various programs:  Plant Science with their 
greenhouse, which they just recovered themselves; 
Shop; Animal Science; Entrepreneurship, and 
Mechanics Lab. 
 
Their motto is “Learning to DO, Doing to Learn, Earning to Live, Living to Serve.” All students in the 
program must participate in SAE: Supervised Ag Experience, and they earn many awards. Students 
get several opportunities each year to work in veterinarian clinics, and sometimes they get after-
school or summer jobs working in them.  Students must do community service like litter pick-ups and 
collecting Toys for Tots.  They hold several big events each year:  Boo at the Barn, Christmas at the 
Barn, Pumpkin Harvest Day (for kindergarteners), Pumpkin-Patch Hayrides, and Farm Day Tours.  
They learn parliamentary procedures in Conduct of Chapter Meetings classes and employment skills 
like how to manage job interviews. They all try prepared speeches and extemporaneous speeches as 
well. Clearly, from their confidence and knowledge, Anna & Jenna showed us how much they have 
gained in their Ag classes. 
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MEETING NOTES (continued) 

 
Dale Henry was our happy greeter on October 19. We had three special visiting Kiwanians, 
Immediate Past Governor David Coulter, his wife Louise Coulter, and Jefferson County President 
Marvin Stewart. We had 39 members. Heath Barberry gave the house report. Bobby Burke 
collected Happy Bucks. Brenda Sellers was properly dressed. 
 
Our Chair of the Day, President Steve Frana, also led the program because it was our annual 
business meeting of the membership. Steve gave a briefing on the 2021-22 budget to start out. He 
told attendees that our 501-C-3 Maryville Kiwanis Foundation is financially sound after a good year of 
fundraising. However, he said the administrative account is not in a very good state due to many 
meetings not held during the pandemic and thus a continued loss of funds. He said the administrative 
budget status was very concerning since it was almost “depleted and is at an unacceptably low level.”  
We took in less administrative dollars than we spent, which is never a good thing. He said he would 
continue to review the situation and would make recommendations to the Board of Directors in 
November. 
 
After budget discussions, Emily Mantooth gave am overview of the Social Media Task Force’s (sub-
committee’s) actions. They wish to inform the members and the community of Maryville Kiwanis's 
activities and needs to encourage greater participation. They, Emily, Heather Larson, and Brenda 
Sellers, plan to positively promote Maryville Kiwanis to help grow our membership. To share ideas or 
concerns about social media, which we are all involved in whether we like it or not, you can reach the 
Social Media team by emailing at kiwanisgals3@gmail.com. Emily said that members can help them 
promote our club any time and tag Maryville Kiwanis on Facebook when Kiwanis photos and stories 
are posted. 
 
At our last meeting of the month, on October 29, Susan was able to attend again so took the notes 
used here. She cannot blame good young Robert Russell for the content at all. Heath Barberry 
greeted for this meeting while doing double duty as head of the House Committee. Howard Kerr 
gave the invocation. Debbie Jones collected Happy Bucks. Jeff Money let us know that the Pancake 
Breakfast that is just a few weeks away has, so far, $17,500 in sponsorships. Regina Jennings 
presented Chief-Chief Tony Crisp for our Member Moment for the week. Steve Frana told us that  
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MEETING NOTES (continued) 
 
he had just met with the Social Media Marketing Task Force and had come to realize how very 
important social media is for any organization today. 
 
Patsy Russell, Chair for the Day, introduced 
Ben Sterling, who has great enthusiasm for 
the Tennessee Achieves Program sponsored 
by the State of Tennessee. Ben is a 2009 
graduate of Karnes High School who benefited 
from the program Knox Achieves that grew into 
Tennessee Achieves. He is the first in his 
family to have earned any post-secondary 
credential and credits Knox Achieves with great 
influence on his gaining his degrees. He 
explained that Knox Achieves was launched as 
a means for improving workforce development 
in 2008. Apparently, Mike Ragsdale, Knoxville 
Mayor wanted to make certain that his touting a 
“world-class workforce,” was telling the truth. 
 
Even prior to Knox Achieves, people could get 
help with tuition and other expenses through Pell Grants, but many parents did not encourage their 
children to explore the possibilities for various reasons. Some felt that at 18, their job was done, and 
the child should just get a job of any kind and get out of the home. Some did not know that any such 
programs existed. Sadly, others apparently felt that their children would make them feel inferior if they 
got educated at a higher level than their parents. After Knox Achieve’s great success, Mayor Mike 
Ragsdale and Governor Bill Haslam helped launch Tennessee Achieves. They helped 492 students 
the first year, a thousand the second year, and the program grew exponentially until the pandemic hit, 
and that health and economic crisis has reduced the numbers somewhat for the 2021 year. The initial 
launch was in only Knox, Shelby, and Davidson Counties…now it is state-wide and involves the 
Tennessee Promise Program and the Tennessee Honors Program. As part of Tennessee Achieves, 
in 2017, Governor Haslam announced that a free-tuition, two-year degree would be available to any 
adult willing to enter a post-secondary school. The program, initially funded by only donations, is now 
covered completely by state government. It is now a model for the nation. Tennessee is a National 
Leader in Higher Education and is the only state with a state-wide Promise Program. 
 
Ben went on to try to get us all interested and invited to become mentors for the program.  He said 
that the worst failing of most students is their inability to manage a calendar—in other words, to plan 
for and prepare to complete all necessary assignments on time…and in many cases try to balance a 
work schedule with classes and outside assignments.  Mentors, he said, can also aid in helping 
produce some emotional security for students who have no parent who has completed a post-
secondary program anywhere. Mentors can spend as little as an hour a month on the four or five 
students they are assigned to mentor. Mentors help students “’translate’ the journey of college,” into 
an easier-to-understand language for success.  They can also help students who do not get enough 
encouragement to help from home.  TN Achieves staff will train new mentors between now and 
February.  Patsy Russell expressed a sense of satisfaction from her mentoring experience thus far.  
We should all be impressed with Ben articulate, enthusiastic promotion of a program in which he truly 
believes.     
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ALL AVAILABLE MARYVILLE KIWANIANS’ 
HANDS ON DECK, PLEASE!   
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Very interesting...uplifting…true story 
  
Over eighty years ago, in Greece, sixty thousand Jews lived peacefully in Thessaloniki. It was a 
valued and vibrant community. 
  
Most of these Jews worked in the port. So much so that the port of Thessaloniki was even closed on 
Saturday, Shabbat. 
  
Great emeritus rabbis also lived and studied there. Everyone rubbed shoulders and appreciated each 
other. 
  
It was on this great community that the Nazi terror suddenly rose. 
  
On April 6, 1941, Hitler invaded Greece in order to secure its southern front before launching the 
famous Operation Barbarossa and its great offensive against Russia. Of the 60,000 Jews in 
Thessaloniki, around 50,000 were exterminated at the Birkenau concentration camp, in record time! 
  
The massacre of the Jews of Greece was brief but intense. Very few had the chance to make it. But 
among the survivors there was a family known as Bourla. 
  
And after the war, in 1961, a son was born into this miraculous family from the camps. His parents 
called him Israel-Abraham. He grew up and studied veterinary medicine in Greece. A brilliant student, 
Abraham received his doctorate in reproductive biotechnology at the Veterinary school of Aristotle 
University in Salonika. 
  
At the age of 34, he decided to move to the United States. He changed his first name Abraham, to 
Albert. 
  
Albert was integrated into the medical industry. He progressed quickly and joined a pharmaceutical 
company where he became “Head manager.” Abraham (Albert) rose through the ranks and got his 
appointment as CEO of this company in 2019. 
  
Throughout the year Albert decides to direct the efforts of the company to try to find a vaccine against 
a new virus (COVID) which had just struck the world. He expended great financial and technological 
efforts to achieve his goal. 
  
A year later the WHO (World Health Organization) validated his company to produce the long-awaited 
vaccine. His vaccine was distributed in several countries including Germany, which counted 
thousands dead from the pandemic. 
  
Ironically, this vaccine which has already saved the lives of millions of people around the world, 
including many Germans, was led and pushed by a little Jew from Thessaloniki, son of Holocaust 
survivors from whom most of his people were exterminated by Nazi Germany. 
  
And that is why Israel became the first country to receive the vaccine. In memory of his grandparents 
and his parents, who gave birth to Israel-Abraham Bourla, known today as Albert Bourla: CEO of 
Pfizer. 
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KEY DATES 
Date   Event     Time    Location 
 

November 4  Interclub at Alcoa   11:30 to eat   Airport Hilton  
        12:00 to meet 
 
November 6  Adopt-a-Highway trash pickup 8:30    First Horizon Bank  
            near Justice Center 
 
November 12  BOARD MEETING   Noon     GMCC 
 

November 18 Interclub at Volunteer State 10:00 am   Home Avenue  
Aktion Club 
  

November 20 Pancake Breakfast   7:30 (to 10:30)  Maryville High  
            School cafeteria 
            or drive-through 
 
KLUB KALENDAR   
 

Date  Speakers/Program/Chair of the Day  Invocation 
Go to mike 

behind head 
table 

Greeters 
 Arrive by no later 

than 11:30  

November 2 TBA 
Chair: TBA 
  

Heather Larson  Tom Coulter 

November 9 Denise Bentley/ Blount County Youth 
Court 
Chair/Heather Larson 
 

Linda Ullom Jerry Heiny 

November 16 Dr. Alex Garrido/ Early Warning Signs 
of Dementia  
Chair:  TBA  
 

Patsy Russell Susan Taylor 
Bryant  

November 23 Emily Mantooth/ Social Media 
Programs 
Chair:  Candy Daugherty  
 

TBA Darrell 
Richardson 

November 30 TBA 
Chair: TBA 
 

Bob Hayes  Tim Thurston 

December 7 TBA 
Chair:  TBA 

Heather Larson  Heather Larson  
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Upcoming Birthdays 
 

David Erwin    November 2 
Linda Ullom    November 12 
Newsom Baker   November 14 
Timothy Thurston   November 16 
John Clark    November 28 
Mike Roberson   November 29 
Doug Craig    November 30 
Karl Miller    November 30 
Heather Larson   December 9  
 
Division 5 and the KY-TN District News 
 

Governor’s Dinner Nov. 5 @ 5:45 pm for social time and 6:30 for the dinner at Airport Hilton. 
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This shows the Divisions of the Kentucky-Tennessee District of Kiwanis International 
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KIWANIS INTERNATIONAL BOARD DECLARES EMERGENCY 
CONDITIONS PERSIST 

 
OCT 11, 2021 

 
The Kiwanis International Board of Trustees extended a declaration that emergency conditions exist 
because of the COVID-19 pandemic. This declaration lasts until September 30, 2022. The board 
believes the COVID-19 virus or a mutation will continue to impact operations of the organization. 
   
“We took this unprecedented step to give Kiwanis clubs and districts the flexibility they need to 
organize the 2021-22 administrative year according to the conditions in different communities and 
jurisdictions,” said Peter Mancuso, 2021-22 Kiwanis International president. “Our top priority is the 
safety and well-being of our members and communities. This action will help organizers make 
responsible decisions, especially when planning for Kiwanis, Key Club and Circle K district 
conventions.” 
 
When the Board of Trustees first issued the declaration in April 2020, it asked all leaders and staff to 
focus on the immediate needs of the clubs and members. Kiwanis International has compiled 
guidelines for clubs and districts to help members continue serving safely with adequate health 
protocols: 
 

• Follow all federal and local laws. The Kiwanis International Bylaws require clubs and districts 
to comply with laws of local jurisdiction in all areas of operation. This is especially important as 
it relates to health and safety laws, such as the size of gatherings, social distancing and mask 
requirements.  

• Coordinate with meeting venues regarding social distancing requirements, mask requirements, 
food service, surface cleaning, etc.  

• Require all attendees to be fully vaccinated or obtain a negative COVID-19 test before 
meeting. This should be strongly considered for any gatherings of 50 or more people.  

• Require all meeting attendees to sign waivers that state that anyone who believes they may 
have contracted COVID-19 at a Kiwanis event waives all related claims against any Kiwanis 
club, district or Kiwanis International. Any meeting of youth members (younger than 18) in the 
Kiwanis family will require a signature from a parent or legal guardian.  

• Ask all attendees to certify that they have not experienced any common COVID-19 symptoms 
in the past 72 hours.  
 

“I’m asking you to help keep children safe by getting the COVID-19 vaccine,” said Mancuso. 
“Because we’re in the business of protecting children, we need to offer the best protection possible 
and offer the gift of health. If you haven’t gotten a vaccine, please do. You are protecting yourself, 
your family and friends and your community — including children.” 
 
Find resources and information to help keep your club operating — so you can keep making a 
positive difference for kids in your community. 
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Objects of Kiwanis 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Kids are curious, lovable, and often hilarious. They are also wild, impatient, and vulnerable. Kiwanis is 
looking out for kids in every corner of the globe with over 600,000 volunteers who serve their 
communities through local clubs. 
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Maryville Kiwanis Board of Directors 
 

Position Name Phone Email 
President Debra Jones  865-680-6335 djones1245@hotmail.com 

President-Elect Tom Coulter 865-980-3582 tcoulter@charter.net  
Vice-President  TBD   
Past-President Doug Craig 419-351-8405  dcraigut@gmail.com  

Secretary Robert Russell 865-384-7092 mkiwanis@charter.net 
Treasurer Julie Miller 865-556-8506 jmiller@cbbcbank.com 
Director Jerry Heiny - three years 
Director Tim Thurston - three years 
Director  Kent Willoughby - three years   
Director Bobby Burke - two years 
Director Dale Henry - two years 
Director Lynda Lin - two years 
Director Candy Daugherty - one year  
Director Jim Hands - one year 
Director Patsy Russell - one year  

 
PROUD SPONSORS OF... 

 

 
at Heritage, Maryville, Eagleton Middle School, and 

Montgomery Ridge Intermediate School 
 

 
Key Clubs at Heritage and Maryville High Schools 

 
 

 
Circle K Club at Maryville College 

 
 

 
Volunteer State Aktion Club 
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Division 5 Meetings 
 
Meetings at 12 noon (unless otherwise noted) 
TUESDAY 
Maryville Kiwanis, Green Meadow Country Club, 1700 Louisville Road, Alcoa, TN  37701 
Newport, West End Baptist Church, 116 West End Street, Newport, TN  37821  
Norwood, Austin's Steak & Homemade Buffet, 900 Merchant Dr, Knoxville, TN (3rd Tuesday) 
Sevierville, Applebee’s, 207 Collier Drive  
 
WEDNESDAY 
Farragut*, Tn State Bank Building, 11470 Parkside Dr, Knoxville, 37934 
Foothills**, Highland Manor Inn, 7766 E. Lamar Alexander Pkwy, Townsend 
Northside, Foundry, Worlds Fair Site 
Jefferson County* Perkins, I-40, Exit 417 
 
THURSDAY 
Alcoa, Airport Hilton Hotel 
Knoxville, Foundry, World’s Fair Site  
 
FRIDAY 
Morristown, Morristown Country Club 
*1st and 3rd weeks only                          **2nd and 4th weeks only 
 

Maryville Kiwanis Corporate Members  
 

The Kiwanis Club of Maryville has a number of corporate memberships - companies with a 
commitment to have representatives present at our meetings and that have embraced our community 
and child-enriching causes, programs, and projects.  You can find these Corporations in your Kourier 
each month and can locate them, along with their logos, on our website as well via the following link: 
www.maryvillekiwanis.org/corporate-members 
 
Advanced Catalyst Systems    Life Care Center of Blount County 
Blount Partnership (Chamber of Commerce)  Maryville City Schools 
Blount County Habitat for Humanity   Newell Brands 
Blount County Public Library    The Salvation Army 
Boys & Girls Club of Blount County   Second Harvest Food Bank 
The Daily Times      Smartbank 
DENSO       United Community Bank 
Great Smoky Mountain Council of Boy Scouts  United Way of Blount County  
        Vienna Coffee House  
               

     

They support us….Please support our corporate members! 
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Maryville Kiwanis Website 
www.maryvillekiwanis.org 

 

Here are all the pages you can access for information about Maryville Kiwanis and Kiwanis 
International with descriptions of what is on each page. Check out the important information 
and lots of photos. They can be viewed or downloaded from your phone, iPad or computer. 

 

Home 
 Members Only (member directory and other important documents to view or download) 
 Board Members Only (board records and other important documents to view or download) 
 Member Access Request 
 
Membership Information (facts, membership application, recruiting packet, more) 
 
Leadership (Board of Directors photos) 
 
Corporate Members (Links to our corporate members) 
 
Coming Events (list of coming events) 
 
Newsletters (view or download Kouriers, K-T Notes, KI Magazines) 
 
Photos (view or download photos of donations, member moments, speakers, activities,  interclubs, 
read for success) 
 
Pancake Breakfast (slideshows and Powerpoints) 
 
Imagination Library (photos, slideshows and Powerpoints) 
 
Golf Tournament (champions, slideshow, more) 
 
Leadership Adventure (attendees, video) 
 
Service Leadership Programs (photos) 
 Aktion Club 
 Key Club 
 Circle K 
 
Links (important Kiwanis related sites) 
 

KOURIER STAFF 
Susan Jones, Editor; Pete Davis, Photographer/Layout; Robert Russell, Meeting Minutes 


