JANUARY 2021
Meetings at noon at Green Meadow Country club; lunch served at 11:30
Email: mkiwanis@charter.net; Website: www.maryvillekiwanis.org
Dedicated to building a better community by focusing on service to children and youth

President's Korner
Hello Maryville Kiwanians:
Happy New Year, Maryville Kiwanians! Hope everyone had a wonderful
Christmas and a Happy New Year celebration. It has been a very busy
past year and in November/December we were very active in several
community projects. We had a successful Pancake Breakfast in
November of 2021. We are in the range of a gross of $25,000 - this is
great! We should have the exact amount in the next month. Great job
Jeff Money and Patsy Russell for your leadership!
Patsy Russell, Wanda Davis and Heather Larson decorated the tree at
the Metropolitan Knoxville Airport as they have done in the past and a
donation was made to the Imagination Library by the MKA. The ladies
always do a wonderful job!
Patsy Russell and her team of leaders, Julie Miller, Debra Jones, Candy
Daughtery and Wanda Davis participated in the Salvation Army Angel
tree program. Each leader had a group of Kiwanians that contributed money (around $120 for each
team) to purchase toys and clothes for five angel tree children. Thank you so much to everyone who
contributed time and money and to the team leaders for doing the shopping
.
At our last meeting in December, Santa made a visit to our club for our Annual Christmas get
together. Santa and his elf handed out gifts and made everyone laugh. Looking at some of the
pictures from the Christmas Program, there were such huge smiles and joy on everyone’s faces.
Thank you, Susan Hughes Knopf and Ed Mitchell. Thank you to Patrick and Gabe Collins, Steve
Frana’s grandkids, for being our readers of Jesus’s birth from the Bible and ‘Twas the Night Before
Christmas at our Christmas meeting. Also, thank you to Amanda Collins, Steve’s daughter, for
providing a delicious chocolate Christmas Cake that was enjoyed by all.
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President's Korner (continued)
We have always been a big supporter for ringing the bells for the Salvation Army Red Bucket
Program. Bobby Burke organized the volunteers and did a wonderful job. We were able to ring for
four days at the Maryville Kroger, Maryville Walmart and the Alcoa Walmart. All of our time slots were
filled with happy, joyous Key Club members, Circle K members, and Kiwanians. The amount
collected has not been announced but will be known in the near future. Thank you again, Bobby.
Joyfully for all of us, Stephen Frana, Jr., just became an honorary member of Maryville Kiwanis and
was accompanied by his sister Katie Maxey and husband Zach Maxey, and his step-mother Gale
Frana as he was installed.
Looking forward to our upcoming year and all that is planned for us! Be happy, healthy and safe.

Debbie
BRIEFS
COMFORTING NEWS:
“Big Ed” Mitchell, Blount County Mayor and Maryville Kiwanian arrived back home after his surgery
improved enough to become the star of our annual Christmas Program on December, along with his
helper Susan Knopf. All of Ed’s well-wishes from his many friends did their work, apparently.
MEMBERSHIP: Alas, we lost C.J. Stevens, one of our newest members, in December, to
resignation. Hurray, however, as we just added Stephen Frana, Jr. as an honorary member. So
we still need just 17 members to be back up to our goal of 100 members. Come on, we just have to
get a little braver and start asking people we think might be interested. Maybe we need a nice little
how-to pep talk from consummate new-member sponsor Brenda Sellers?
NEED FOR PRAYERS AND HAPPY THOUGHTS:
Actually, we all always need prayers and positive thoughts, so let’s just remember all of our Kiwanis
friends…the Good Lord will know what we mean when we say “and for all my Kiwanis friends, Lord,
good health and a great sense of having enough of all needs.”

INTERCLUBS: CREATING CLOSER KIWANIS FRIENDSHIPS
Each month, Maryville Kiwanis has several chances for interclubs, this year thanks to Interclub
Chairman Tim Thurston. Interclubs are a key ingredient, Kiwanis International has discovered, to
helping their efforts to have all clubs have their own unique flavor but to experience bonding
commonalities that make all help build better communities via service (mostly) to children and youth.
In the course of a given Kiwanis year, we try to visit every club in our own Division 5 of the KentuckyTennessee District. We also have chances to visit the Alcoa Club, the Volunteer State Aktion Club
we sponsor, usually each month, and about once a year, the Foothills Club in the Townsend area.
We can also have an occasional interclub with one of our Service Leadership Programs meetings or
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INTERCLUBS (continued)
events. Occasionally, we visit clubs outside our division, and once in a while, we will go outside our
KY-TN District. One of the reasons we have so many opportunities in our own club is to make sure
each of us finds a time in each Kiwanis year to claim an interclub as part of our attendance and for all
the reasons we might have to take time out with a few of our own to visit our larger family of
Kiwanians.
Maryville Kiwanis’ own Santa and Santa’s helper created joy for the Aktion Club members and
themselves on December 22 and added to MK’s total Interclubs. Since there were eight members, we
get credit for a double interclub!

Interclub at Alcoa with, L-R: Ron Teffeteller, Bobby
Perkinson, Heather Larson, Bobby Burke, Denn Larson,
and Peter Towle. Photo by Tim Thurston (not in the
picture)

AKTION CLUB VISIT FROM SANTA & HIS HELPER
Directly from our Maryville Kiwanis Facebook on Dec. 22: As members of Maryville Kiwanis, we have
monthly Interclub/Aktion Club with Heartland Services of Blount County, a nonprofit providing
community-based day services to adults with cognitive and developmental disabilities. Thank you to
Santa and his helper for delivering a gift to every program member. Pictured are Dennis Larson,
Bobby Burke, Peter Towle, Heather Larson, Ed Mitchell, Bob Ullom, Linda Ullom and Susan Knopf.

SERVICE WORK - Bell Ringing
Each year for the last couple of decades or more, Maryville Kiwanis has been helping the Salvation
Army raise funds for all the work they do for the community, much of it in programs especially for
children. During the end-of -year holiday season, from Thanksgiving until Christmas Eve, thousands
of volunteers ring bells to announce that the traditional red kettle awaits the generosity of passers-by.
In Maryville, several locations feature the cheery volunteers, the kettles, the bells, the cheery hellos,
and sometimes even some caroling. In 2021, Bobby Burke chaired and coordinated all the staffing
for the times the Salvation Army slotted for Maryville Kiwanis. From the following photos, one can
see how much fun the ringers have as they get in the spirit and help make Christmas and other year3

SERVICE WORK - Bell Ringing (continued)
round programs sponsored by the Salvation Army possible. There are many more wonderful pictures
by Tim Thurston on our website: www.maryvillekiwanis.org.

Bobby Burke and Julie MIller

Heath Barberry and Julie MIller

Heather Larson and Robert Russell spread cheer.

Debbie Jones and Bobby Burke, with a dollar-bill tree?
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SERVICE WORK - Bell Ringing (continued)

Heather and Denn Larson holding bells and hands.

Tim Thurston and Robert Russell.

CHRISTMAS ANGEL TREE
By Patsy Russell
In November, Maryville Kiwanis received lists for five
Christmas Angels from the Salvation Army Angel Tree.
Five Kiwanians volunteered to lead teams in
purchasing the gifts - Candy Daugherty, Wanda Davis,
Debbie Jones, Julie Miller, and Patsy Russell. Each
team leader collected approximately $120 per child
and shopped for gifts, which included toys and needed
clothing items. All the teams met the important
deadline so that the Salvation Army could distribute the
special gifts before Christmas. The five Christmasspirited teams who helped make Christmas feel the way it should were as follows: Candy
Daugherty’s team: Newsom Baker, Doug Craig, Bobby Perkinson, Suzanne Stockfisch, and Lynn
Tittsworth; Wanda Davis’ team: Pete Davis, Jerry Heiny, Heather and Denn Larson, Peter Towle,
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CHRISTMAS ANGEL TREE (continued)
Bob and Linda Ullom; Debbie Jones’ team: Katie Beeler, Bobby
Burke, Regina Jennings, C.J. Stevens, and Michael Torano; Julie
Miller’s team: Tim Coulter, Jon Dockery, Howard Kerr, and Bob
Ullom; Patsy Russell’s team: Geoff Cusick, Bob Hayes, Bill and Dale
Henry, Darrell Richardson and Robert Russell. Some team members
were not present for photos below.
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MEETING NOTES

(with thanks for great meeting minutes from Robert Russell)

Truly Experiencing Our Beautiful Smokies

Our three guests and 38 other members were greeted by Tim Thurston or when he broke to eat his
lunch, a member of our House Committee, on November 30. The Reverend Bob Hayes gave our
invocation. One of our guests, Lynn Warner, will submit an application to join Maryville Kiwanis.
Patsy Russell gave us an update on how the pancake Breakfast did financially and will have some
final numbers in the next week. We were reminded that we need to really enjoy our meeting on
December 14 as that would be the last meeting until 2022. We heard that the Angel Tree project we
took on for five children, had 100% success in donations and their gifts had already been purchased.
Patsy Russell was to turn over the gifts to National Fitness, where the gifts will be distributed. Doug
Craig and Karl Miller had their joint birthday. Tim Thurston announced that on December 2, we
would have an interclub with the Alcoa Club and on the January 6, we would have a visit with the
Volunteer State Aktion Club. Heath Barberry gave the House report and when he asked Jon
Dockery if he were appropriately dressed, Jon had to reply, sad-to-say, “No.” Blake Mansfield
collected $23 Happy Bucks as only 23 attendees were particularly happy. We had a Member
Moment that will not appear until the next Kourier because Susan Jones forgot to ask for notes from
Michael Torano about Dan Monat. Sorry, guys.
Lynn Tittsworth, our Chair-of-the-Day, introduced John and Kathy Wilbanks, who have been part
of the Experience Your Smokies (EYS) volunteer organization since its inception 20 years ago. The
idea for having EYS came from the Great Smoky Mountain National Park (GSMNP) in 1999, and
started with EYS Gatlinburg. Blount County’s EYS started in 2001, after Herb Handly from the Blount
Chamber of Commerce, heard about Gatlinburg’s EYS. A small group gathered in Herb’s office and
EYS Blount County was founded. The organization has no paid employees. It is completely made up
of volunteers, including at least one representative of GSMNP who volunteers each year to help with
the program and ensure that all explanations are factual and accurate. Gatlinburg’s and North
Carolina’s programs have ceased to exist. Blount County’s is the only one that has survived, and
Kathy and John are a large reason the program is alive and well. EYS receives about 60 to 100
applications each year and they must pare it down to 25. No more than three couples are allowed in
each class. EYS classes are five months long, meeting from 8:00 am to 2:00 p.m. one Saturday a
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MEETING NOTES (continued)
month, from August through December. A fee of $150 is charged to cover nominal expenses, and no
additional fund raisers are held. Several of our members, including the Kourier’s editor, are alumni of
EYS, and all would recommend the program. It is exciting, informative, and lots of fun. To learn
more (or to apply to learn an amazing amount about the Great smoky Mountains), go to the EYS
website: wwwexperiencethesmokies.org.

Positive Life Changes with the Help of Horses
Our opening bell dinged at 12:00 PM on December 7, 2021, with “America the Beautiful,” a personal
favorite of many and something new since Steve Frana sang it by accident and noticed how well
everyone sang, so Steve decided to keep it. Did you know that the tune of “God Save the King (or
Queen)” received new words after the American Revolution for a new song: “America” also known as
“My Country 'Tis of Thee”? Heath Barberry gave the House Report. We pledged to the flag and
Heather Larson gave the invocation (Heather also served as greeter earlier). We collected money
for the Green Meadows Country Club staff’s Christmas gift.
The Alcoa club had an interclub with us. Their members were David Buck, Bruce Damrow, Jim
Warner, and Ted Wilson. Alas, our President Debbie Jones must have left her pin on her nightie
again as she was not properly dressed. Patsy Russell gave an update on the pancake breakfast,
and Bobby Burke updated us on our bell-ringing activities. Suzanne Stockfisch collected $153
Happy Bucks. LeeAnn Mayhall, Chair for the Day, introduced Lisa Radmore from Wears Valley
Ranch (WVR). WVR is a special, nature-based ranch which has been in place for the last 30 years.
WVR’s mission is “to serve kids (6-18 years of age) who have no home or who are removed from
their home, primarily due to drug abuse occurring in their family home. WVR’s maximum capacity is
32 kids. It is a Christian resident camp with special programs providing certified primary and
secondary education. Their major program is the WVR Horse Program. According to their website,
the program is “to help people (kids in crisis, mainly) grow through Christ-centered learning with
horses, which is an instructional horsemanship program with emphasis on biblical discipleship.” They
establish improved lives for their youngsters via “fun, structured lessons in Western, English, trail, and
Ground skills with an emphasis on safety."
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MEETING NOTES (continued)
They have a rare but wonderful rule establishing that kids “are not allowed to possess personal
electronics but are taught Informational Technology resources in school.” There is no fixed length of
time that kids stay at the WVR school, but the average length of a stay is about two years. Each day
starts with morning chapel, then regular schooling that can be likened to home-schooling as the class
size is small. WVR, according to Robert’s notes, accepts no government funding and relies solely on
donations. Obviously, many children who have lived with frightening circumstances have been or are
being given wonderful new chances in life via the Wears Valley Ranch.

Christmas Time at Maryville Kiwanis
On December 14, Maryville Kiwanis held their annual Christmas Party. Santa caught one of his
reindeer already at the Kiwanis meeting, when he was supposed to be getting in shape for the long
trip through the world Christmas night. He just trotted on up to the head table and began to eat what
reindeer love most—salad! The reindeer was rather human looking and mentioned that his initials
were RR (maybe for Rudolph Reindeer). He decided to take over MK secretarial duties for the day
and handled the laptop well with his tiny hooves. Those attending the meeting heard readings by
Imagination Library graduates, singing of old faithful holiday songs, and enjoyed President Debbie
Jones as emcee. Then they had a visit from Santa Claus, who had been quite ill recently but
recovered well enough to attend one of his favorite Christmas places of the year. Santa delivered
nice little gifts to the well-behaved Kiwanians and some warning packages of coal to those whose
behavior needed some serious positive attention. He made the coal packages small since fossil fuel
has become quite expensive and he didn’t want anyone to be naughty in future just so they could get
a little extra heat for the winter. Everyone had a grand time and made Christmas nicer for the kitchen
staff by presenting a gift of money collected by the members. Lots more photos await you on our
website @ www.maryvillekiwanis.org.

♫ Rudolph the Red-shirted Reindeer wore some specs upon his nose… ♫
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MEETING NOTES (continued)

Poor old Santa looks jolly but thin after his illness!

Howard prefers his candy canes made out of honey!
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MEETING NOTES (continued)

They wished us a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
This was too good to miss, and by next Christmas it may not make sense anymore.

A Covid Christmas
Twas the night before Christmas, but Covid was here,
So we all had to stay extra cautious this year.
Our masks were all hung by the chimney with care
In case Santa forgot his and needed a spare.
With Covid, we couldn't leave cookies or cake
So we left Santa hand sanitizer to take.
The children were sleeping, the brave little tots
The ones over 5 had just had their first shots,
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A Covid Christmas (continued)
And mom in her kerchief and me in my cap
Had just settled in for a long winter's nap.
But we tossed and we turned all night in our beds
As visions of variants danced in our heads.
Gamma and Delta and now Omicron
These Covid mutations that go on and on
I thought to myself, "If this doesn't get better,
I'll soon be familiar with every Greek letter.”
Then just as I started to drift off and doze
A clatter of noise from the front lawn arose.
I leapt from my bed and ran straight down the stair
I opened the door, and an old gent stood there.
His N-95 made him look pretty weird
But I knew who he was by his red suit and beard.
I kept six feet away but blurted out quick
“What are you doing here, jolly Saint Nick?”
Then I said, "Where's your presents, your reindeer and sleigh?
Don't you know that tomorrow will be Christmas Day? ".
And Santa stood there looking sad in the snow
As he started to tell me a long tale of woe.
He said he'd been stuck at the North Pole alone
All his white-collar elves had been working from home,
And most of the others said "Santa, don't hire us!
We can live off the CERB now, thanks to the virus".
Those left in the toyshop had little to do.
With supply chain disruptions, they could make nothing new.
And as for the reindeer, they'd all gone away.
None of them left to pull on his sleigh.
He said Dasher and Dancer were in quarantine,
Prancer and Vixen refused the vaccine,
Comet and Cupid were in ICU,
So were Donner and Blitzen, they may not pull through.
And Rudolph's career can't be resurrected.
With his shiny red nose, they all think he's infected.
Even with his old sleigh, Santa couldn't go far.
Every border to cross needs a new PCR.
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A Covid Christmas (continued)
Santa sighed as he told me how nice it would be
If children could once again sit on his knee.
He couldn't care less if they're naughty or nice
But they'd have to show proof that they'd had their shot twice.
But then the old twinkle returned to his eyes.
And he said that he'd brought me a Christmas surprise.
When I unwrapped the box and opened it wide,
Starlight and rainbows streamed out from inside.
Some letters whirled round and flew up to the sky
And they spelled out a word that was 40 feet high.
There first was an H, then an O, then a P,
Then I saw it spelled HOPE when it added the E.
“Christmas magic” said Santa as he smiled through his beard.
Then suddenly all of the reindeer appeared.
He jumped into his sleigh and he waved me good-bye,
Then he soared o'er the rooftops and into the sky.
I heard him exclaim as he drove out of sight
"Get your vaccines my friends, Merry Christmas, good-night".
Then I went back to bed and a sweet Christmas dream
Of a world when we'd finished with Covid 19.
Editor’s Note: I realize it’s a little late, but I thought you all would enjoy this. One of my Canadian
cousins sent it: PCR is a special COVID test, and CERB is Canadian Emergency Response Benefit.

WORDS OF GOLD
Wayne Dyer: “When you change the way you look at things, the things you look at change.”
Mother Theresa:
“People are often unreasonable and self-centered. Forgive them anyway.
If you are kind, people may accuse you of ulterior motives. Be kind anyway.
If you are honest, people may cheat you. Be honest anyway.
If you find happiness, people may be jealous. Be happy anyway.
The good you do today may be forgotten tomorrow. Do good anyway.
Give the world the best you have, and it may never be enough. Do your best anyway.
For you see, in the end, it is between you and God. It was never between you and them anyway.
Anonymous: “It’s the hard moments and how we handle them that matter.”
Ralph Waldo Emerson: “The earth laughs in flowers!”
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KEY DATES
Date
January 6

Event
Interclub @Alcoa Club

Time
11:30 to eat
12:00 to meet

Location
Airport Hilton

January 14

Board Meeting

11:30 to eat
12:00 to meet

GMCC

January 20

Interclub @ Aktion Club

11:00

Heartland Services

Upcoming Birthdays
Susan Knopf
Bill Henry
Candy Daugherty
Katie Beeler
Bob Ullom
Suzanne Stockfisch
Tom Coulter
Bud Gangwer

January 7
January 10
January 11
January 12
January 23
January 24
January 27
February 2

KLUB KALENDAR
Date

Speakers/Program/Chair of the Day

January 4

State Legislators, Rep. Bob Ramsey and
Rep.Lowell Russell
Chair: Past State Rep. Howard Kerr

January 11

Robert Russell/MK Annual Awards Program
Chair: Robert Russell

January 18

TBD

January 25

Tony Crisp/Mayville Police and Fire Chief &
Fire Chief
Update on both departments
Chair: Candy Daugherty

February 1

Katie Maxwell/Hot Topics in Veterinary
Medicine
Chair: Robert Russell
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Invocation @
head table
Kent Willoughby

Greeters
Arrive by 11:30
Patsy Russell

Stephanie Tipton

Doug Craig

Katie Beeler

Jim Hands

Emily Mantooth

Suzanne Stockfisch

Bob Hayes

Lynn Tittsworth

KY-TN District News:
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Objects of Kiwanis

Kids are curious, lovable, and often hilarious. They are also wild, impatient, and vulnerable. Kiwanis is
looking out for kids in every corner of the globe with over 600,000 volunteers who serve their
communities through local clubs.
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KIWANIS INTERNATIONAL NEWS
The message below is for all Kiwanians - especially those who have a very full
schedule yet wish you could do more. Every bee in the hive does a little, and like the
bees in the hive, who together produce a great quantity of delicious honey, every little
Kiwanis task, once accomplished, soon makes another finished and wonderful project,
a better community, and children’s lives positively enhanced.
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Maryville Kiwanis Board of Directors
Position

Name

Phone

Email

President
President-Elect
Vice-President
Past-President
Secretary
Treasurer
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director

Debra Jones
Tom Coulter
TBD
Doug Craig
Robert Russell
Julie Miller

865-705-9414

djones1245@hotmail.com
tcoulter@charter.net

865-980-3582

419-351-8405
dcraigut@gmail.com
865-384-7092
mkiwanis@charter.net
865-556-8506
jmiller@cbbcbank.com
Jerry Heiny - three years
Tim Thurston - three years
Kent Willoughby - three years
Bobby Burke - two years
Dale Henry - two years
Lynda Lin - two years
Candy Daugherty - one year
Jim Hands - one year
Patsy Russell - one year

PROUD SPONSORS OF...

at Heritage, Maryville, Eagleton Middle School, and
Montgomery Ridge Intermediate School

Key Clubs at Heritage and Maryville High Schools

Circle K Club at Maryville College

Volunteer State Aktion Club
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Division 5 Meetings
Meetings at 12 noon (unless otherwise noted)
TUESDAY
Maryville Kiwanis, Green Meadow Country Club, 1700 Louisville Road, Alcoa, TN 37701
Newport, West End Baptist Church, 116 West End Street, Newport, TN 37821
Norwood, Austin's Steak & Homemade Buffet, 900 Merchant Dr, Knoxville, TN (3rd Tuesday)
Sevierville, Applebee’s, 207 Collier Drive
WEDNESDAY
Farragut*, Tn State Bank Building, 11470 Parkside Dr, Knoxville, 37934
Foothills**, Highland Manor Inn, 7766 E. Lamar Alexander Pkwy, Townsend
Northside, Foundry, Worlds Fair Site
Jefferson County* Perkins, I-40, Exit 417
THURSDAY
Alcoa, Airport Hilton Hotel
Knoxville, Foundry, World’s Fair Site
FRIDAY
Morristown, Morristown Country Club
*1st and 3rd weeks only
**2nd and 4th weeks only

Maryville Kiwanis Corporate Members
The Kiwanis Club of Maryville has a number of corporate memberships - companies with a
commitment to have representatives present at our meetings and that have embraced our community
and child-enriching causes, programs, and projects. You can find these Corporations in your Kourier
each month and can locate them, along with their logos, on our website as well via the following link:
www.maryvillekiwanis.org/corporate-members
Advanced Catalyst Systems
Blount Partnership (Chamber of Commerce)
Newell Brands
Blount County Public Library
Boys & Girls Club of Blount County
The Daily Times
Great Smoky Mountain Council of Boy Scouts

Life Care Center of Blount County
Maryville City Schools
Vienna Coffee House
The Salvation Army
Second Harvest Food Bank
Smartbank
United Way of Blount County

They support us….Please support our corporate members!
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Maryville Kiwanis Website
www.maryvillekiwanis.org

Here are all the pages you can access for information about Maryville Kiwanis and Kiwanis
International with descriptions of what is on each page. Check out the important information
and lots of photos. They can be viewed or downloaded from your phone, iPad or computer.
Home
Members Only (member directory and other important documents to view or download)
Board Members Only (board records and other important documents to view or download)
Member Access Request
Membership Information (facts, membership application, recruiting packet, more)
Leadership (Board of Directors photos)
Corporate Members (Links to our corporate members)
Coming Events (list of coming events)
Newsletters (view or download Kouriers, K-T Notes, KI Magazines)
Photos (view or download photos of donations, member moments, speakers, activities, interclubs,
read for success)
Pancake Breakfast (slideshows and Powerpoints)
Imagination Library (photos, slideshows and Powerpoints)
Golf Tournament (champions, slideshow, more)
Leadership Adventure (attendees, video)
Service Leadership Programs (photos)
Aktion Club
Key Club
Circle K
Links (important Kiwanis related sites)

KOURIER STAFF
Susan Jones, Editor; Pete Davis, Photographer/Layout; Robert Russell, Meeting Minutes
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