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MAY 2022 
                      
Meetings at noon at Green Meadow Country club; lunch served at 11:30 
Email: mkiwanis@charter.net; Website: www.maryvillekiwanis.org   
Dedicated to building a better community by focusing on service to children and youth 
 

President's Korner 
 
Hello everyone! What a busy month of April, 2022, for Maryville Kiwanis!  

It started off with our first Amtryke presentation on April 7 at Heritage Middle 
School to student Maddy.  The joy on her face said it all!  Thank you, Jerry 
Heiny and your committee, for a presentation well done.  Also, thank you to 
Heritage High School and Future Farmers of America, along with several 
Maryville Kiwanians and one from the Tellico Village Kiwanis Club, for your 
participation in assembling the Amtrykes,  

Our next big event was on April 11 for our annual golf tournament at Green 
Meadow Country Club.   

The weather was great, our volunteers were enthusiastic and	many of the 
golfers told me they were having the best time and that we always do a great 

job with this tournament. Many thanks go to Bobby Perkinson and his committee.  We more than 
exceeded our goal of $50,000.  

On April 12, several of us attended the annual Prayer Dinner where our own Wanda Davis was 
presented the Layperson of the Year for the Kentucky/Tennessee District!  Congratulations, Wanda!  

On April 19, we presented our second Amtryke to Carson Walker, who was very excited to receive his 
Amtryke.  After the meeting, he, his	family, and several Maryville Kiwanians were able to go out to the 
parking lot at Green Meadow Country Club and watch Carson have a ride on his new Amtryke.  

Later on April 19, several Maryville Kiwanians attended the Boy Scout Fundraising Dinner at Alcoa 
High School.  Our own Carl Van Hoosier was the emcee for the event.  

Still the fun continues!   We had our first “Thirsty Thursday” social on April 21 at Blackberry Farm 
Brewery.  There were several of us there, and we enjoyed visiting and quenching our thirst!  I’m looking 
forward to our next “Thirsty Thursday” event on May 19.   

Our first Smokies Baseball game social took place on Sunday, April 24, at 2:00 pm. Eleven of us 
attended, and we enjoyed the game, food, and fellowship.  Here’s hoping that we see more come out 
to the next Maryville-Kiwanis-planned game that will be in June.  Thanks go to Michael Torano for 
getting these outings together.     



 
 

2 

President's Korner (continued) 

On Tuesday, April 26, it was our pleasure to present our scholarship monies to three deserving high 
School seniors.  Tyler Self and Will Garner, from Maryville High School, received $1000 scholarships, 
and so did Sophie Foster from Heritage High School. Three very impressive young people.  Thank 
you for all your SLP work, Bill Henry, Dale Henry, and Patsy Russell for all that you do in being 
sponsors.   

To round up a great month, on April 30, Kent Willoughby and LeAnn Mayhall represented us at the 
Adult Spelling Bee at the Blount County Library.  Thanks, Kent and LeAnn, for participating. 

As you can see, we have been a busy group of people.  It is fun and rewarding to be a member of 
Maryville Kiwanis.  Can’t wait to see what May holds for us!   

Be healthy, happy, and safe! 

Debbie Jones 
 
BRIEFS 
 
MEMBERSHIP:  The merry  month of May brought us a new member, sponsored by Pete Davis.  
Thomas Antkow, who has his own driving school that helps people who need to be evaluated or who 
need to have safe driving lessons, was inducted into membership on April 5, had already been 
recruited to do a presentation on the hot topic of driving, especially the driving that seniors who have 
some doubtful conditins that might prevent their having continued driving privileges.     
 
 
PRAYER NEEDS: Thomas Antkow’s wife, who is a 30-year cancer survivor has a thyroid situation 
that might indicate a need to be treated again if biopsies determine the need.  Tom asked for prayers 
that she be okay.    
  
John Berry has had a triple bypass.  Each bypass will heal better if we send up lots of prayers for a 
quick recovery for John. Notes can be sent to John at the company he founded: Blount Hearing and 
Speech Services, 1617 East Broadway Avenue, Maryville, 37804-2913. 
 
Amanda Collins, Steve Frana’s daughter, who has been baking delicious birthday cakes for those 
who celebrate them each month, had to opt out for April because she is recovering from shoulder 
surgery. 
   
Bob Hayes’ wife Judy, is recovering from surgery and would certainly appreciate our prayers and well 
wishes. 
 
Again for Susan Jones who is suffering with acute tendonitis but still managed to prepare this Kourier. 
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Service Work:  Imagination Library In Good Hands 
 

Sharing Info with Rotarians 
 

Regina Jennings and Patsy Russell did some serious 
service work on April 20, when they gave a presentation on 
the Maryville Kiwanis’ commitment Dolly Parton 
Imagination Library (IL) to the Blount County Rotary Club.  
Our two superwomen co-chair our Imagination Library 
committee and have gathered great expertise and 
knowledge considering the fabulous literacy-improving 
program. They explain that of the 95 counties in 
Tennessee, only Blount has had a club step up to find the 
funding needed to finance books for kids.  All other 
counties have the Imagination Library as a county budget 
line.  The Governors’ Books-from-Birth program also helps 
pay for the books in every county in the state. Other 
organizations, once they learn about how helpful IL is to 
the literacy for children cause, often add us to their 
philanthropic efforts, so presentations like Regina’s and 

Patsy’s serve a vital function for us. 
 
Tennessee Governor’s Books-from-Birth 
Imagination Library Literacy Connections 
 
On April 28, members of our IL 
committee attended Governor Lee’s 
Early Literacy Foundation’s Round 
table. The round tables address helping 
kids from their youngest years through 
elementary school at least. They have 
added “ReadyRosie,”, a program to 
offer extra summer-long fun-reading to 
their commitment to help pay for one-
half of IL books for children from one 
month to five years of age.  If a child 
has not gained mastery by the third 
grade, of the physical side as well as 
the cognition side of reading, statistics 
show they may never do nearly as well 
in school as they could/should or enjoy 
adult successes beyond the basics.  
Getting major exposure to books that 
offer enjoyment and educational benefits is crucial to childhood reading development. 
 
Our team of L-R, Heather Larson, Wanda Davis, dear Dolly Parton, Candy Daugherty, Patsy Russell, 
and Jerry Heiny will assume apostleship of spreading the news about ReadyRosie in addition to their 
advocacy for IL. 
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THUMBS UP FOR IL SIGN UP 
 
The first day of April is a No-Fools’ Day for Maryville Kiwanis volunteers.  Our Imagination Library 
Committee members do not take their commitment lightly.  Whatever opportunity comes their way to 
promote the program, at least some have the time and are ready and willing to help.  Wanda Davis, 
and Heather Larson, showed up for IL Sign-Up Day at Rockford School, and Patsy Russell did the 
same at Eagleton Elementary.   Folks are attracted first to the great triptych poster at the back of their 
display and the colorful row of ducks accompanied by a front row of official books from the IL 
stockpile.  Beside the display is one of the volunteers for the day, smiling happily, ready to convince 
children’s parents, guardians, or grandparents that their child or children receiving a free book in the 
mail every month from sign-up until each child turns five is a great-big, wonderful deal.   Convincing 
the children likely begins with the sweet little rubber duckies waiting to befriend them, then the big, 
inviting smiles and of course, the colorful books on the table.  The two photos just below the display 
photo show Patsy Russell explaining the program to Mateo Hernandez and his parent.  The next 
shows the two actually signing, just like an athlete signing up for the next great step in his or her 
career, only this wonderful step, while just as life-changing, cannot injure the child like some athletic 
games can 😊"#$%.     
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More Imagination Library Sign-up 
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AMTRYKES: ASSEMBLED AND AWARDED 
                          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
It Is About Abilities Not Disabilities 

 
Therapeutic Tricycle Project 

Serving Our Children and Our Community - Kiwanis Club of Maryville  
   

The Kiwanis Club of Maryville tries to help meet certain therapeutic needs of children with disabilities 
from families unable to afford this expensive equipment.  The solution we provide to these children is 
an Amtryke therapeutic tricycle for children ages 18 and younger who are courageously living with 
disabilities affecting their motor skills and strength.  Amtrykes are all about abilities, focusing on what 
children can do, not what they can’t do! 
 
The Kiwanis Club of Maryville presented an Amtryke to 13-year-old Madison Turrill, a student at 
Heritage Middle school. Madison, or Maddie as she prefers, received the bike specially made for 
her. The Maryville Kiwanis Foundation paid for the cost of the trike. The Kiwanis project team was 
headed by Jerry Heiny. Maryville Kiwanians Steve Kiefer, Kent Willoughby, Robert Russell and Pete 
Davis with help from Tellico Village Kiwanian Rob Orkney, and Jon and Anna Waters and Jenna 
Pittman from Heritage High School took delivery and assembled the Amtryke. 
 
Maddie was thrilled and excited to use her new tricycle.  Her family is deeply grateful and happy to 
see Maddie receive the opportunity for exercise, play, and social interaction.  Maryville Kiwanians 
gain satisfaction by helping one more child, one more family, live a better life.  
 
Maddie has physical and speech disabilities which limit her activities. She was evaluated and 
recommended by her physical therapist Cayla Cannon, and occupational therapist Emily Morgan.  
They determined which model of Amtryke and what combination of adaptive equipment would offer 
Maddie the greatest therapeutic value. 
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Amtrykes (continued) 
 
During the presentation at Heritage Middle School. Maddie’s mother, Kristen Teaster; grandmother, 
Becky Frye; and Tessa Bailey, Heritage Middle School acting Principal; nurse, Kayla Murphy; 
Teaching Assistant, Norma MiIlsaps; and several classmates were present to support Maddie along 
with Maryville Kiwanians Debbie Jones, Doug Craig, Wanda Davis and Patsy Russell.  
 
It is estimated there are over 6,000 children, ages 5 to 15, with ambulatory disabilities in Tennessee.  
There is a substantially larger estimate for children with cognitive disabilities, some of which impair 
mobility and qualify a child for this project.  
 
Learning how to ride a bike helps a child create fun and independence.  For children with disabilities, 
this is a tremendous challenge.  Kiwanis and Amtrykes help make the wish of mobility come true for 
children with physical or developmental disabilities.  Even children with severe disabilities can learn 
to ride an Amtryke.  They benefit from the opportunity for increased physical activity, broaden social 
relationships and improve their health and quality of life. 
 
An Amtryke can be adapted in many ways, including frame size, seating, and positioning of head 
and trunk support to insure a proper fit.  There are Amtryke models with combined hand and foot 
motion, hand cycles for those with limited lower mobility and traditional foot cycles designed for 
riders with special needs.  
                                                   
Amtryke, established in 1994, is a company owned and operated by National AMBUCS, Inc. a 
nonprofit charitable organization which is dedicated to creating mobility and independence for people 
with disabilities. 
 
 
MARYVILLE KIWANIS SOCIAL HAPPENINGS 
Thirsty for friendship and fun?  Try “Thirsty Thursdays!”  
 

For the first time this Kiwanis year, on April 21, from 5:30-
7:30, our social committee gathered Maryville Kiwanis folks 
to a local watering hole for an evening of fun.  The 
destination was the famous Blackberry Farms Brewery.  An 
online review assures us that those who went for the 
evening had a very pleasant evening: “Delicious draft beer 
is waiting for you at this bar.  The cozy atmosphere of 
Blackberry Farm allows customers to relax after a hard-
working day.  The competent staff welcomes people all 
year round.  Prices are affordable for the quality you 
receive.   “Delicious draft beer is waiting for you at this bar. 
The cozy atmosphere of Blackberry Farm allows customers to 
relax after a hard-working day. The competent staff welcomes 

people all year round. Prices are affordable for the quality you receive. This place is rated on Google 4.6 
by its visitors.”  There’ll be such a fun “Thirsty Thursday” once a month, at a different venue each time, so 
pay attention when it’s mentioned at our meetings so that you won’t miss it.  
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One Finished, Two More to Go        
 

“Let’s go out to a ball game,” the old song goes.  A bunch (eleven) 
enthusiastic Maryville Kiwanians went out to a great ball game!  Those 
attending had a good day as Kiwanis Friends and Smokies Fans on April 24 
at the Smokies stadium.  Attendees’ only complaints were that the Smokies 
lost their game and the Stadium’s food crew forgot to make up a batch of 
their signature coleslaw. President Debra Jones said, about the afternoon, 
“…We enjoyed the game, food, and fellowship.  Here’s hoping that we see 

more come out to the next Maryville-Kiwanis-planned game that will be in June.  Thanks go to 
Michael Torano for getting these outings together.”  
  

 
 

PRESENTATIONS 
 
April 5 was a great day for the Salvation Army as they received a check from us for $1000. Pres. 
Debra Jones presented Kati Chase and LeeAnn Mayhall with the check that will help their “Relatives 
Raising Kids” Program.  That program helps give relatives who have had to take over raising children 
born to others an occasional break, a weekly light-lunch support group, and occasional other spirit-
lifters.     
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PRESENTATIONS (continued) 
 
April 26 brought the chance for Maryville Kiwanis’ President Debbie Jones to deliver three one-
thousand-dollar scholarship checks to three High School students.  Two were Maryville High School  
Key Clubbers and another a Heritage High School Key clubber. 
 
Bill Henry helps guide the MHS Key Club and Dale Henry helps with Heritage’s Key Club.  Bill and 
Dale gave a long list of the academic and extra-curricular achievements of the scholarship winners.  
We have little to worry about in a world where these new-or-near adults already have illustrated such 
leadership and scholarly abilities. Résumés like theirs assure good jobs and successful lives.  Hurrah 
for Bill and Dale and the HHS, MHS adult sponsors for creating an atmosphere that attracts so many 
Key Club members. Pictured are the three winners (upper left photo features Dale Henry, Sophie 
Foster (HHS), and Debbie Jones); the upper right has Bill Henry, Tyler Self, and Debbie; the bottom 
left picture has Bill Henry again, MHS student Will Gardner, and Debbie, and the bottom right one 
shows off Bill Henry, Kiwanis advisor and the MHS Teacher/sponsor, Jennifer Sobota.   
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GOVERNOR’S/PRAYER DINNER 
 
The Governor’s and Prayer Dinner 
for the Kiwanis year is always a big 
deal.  Each club nominates the 
person in their club whom they feel 
most deserves the “Layperson of the 
Year” award.   The recipient of the 
Layperson nomination by our 
various clubs does not necessarily 
go around with a shiny halo that 
blinds people’s eyes.  They 
generally have involvement in a 
church, but oftentimes, they have a 
life filled with altruistic actions that 
make life easier and better for 
others.   Then a Division 5 
Committee weighs the nominations 
and chooses the Division’s Layperson of the Year. 
 
This year, eleven members of Maryville Kiwanis attended the Governor’s Dinner and got to enjoy their 
time with other Kiwanians, the Governor, Martin Shafer and next year’s Kiwanis International. 
President, Bert West, from Divide, Colorado (he’s a third generation Kiwanian with both of his children 
as Kiwanians in different clubs).   Then Maryville Kiwanins members had even more to celebrate 
when it was announced that our own Wanda Davis had won the very special award for the whole 
Division.  While we all knew how much she does for us and for the community, it was nice to have 
that acknowledged in a big way.  We should all feel terribly proud that one of ours won because 
Wanda is such a winner, a doer, and a person whose heart feels so called to service. Besides having 
such a great honor, attendees said they enjoyed the entire evening, including meeting our Kiwanis 
International President-Elect Bert West (in the cowboy hat) and our Division 5 Lt. Gov. Martin Shafer.    
   
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wanda Davis, Bo Shafer, former KI President, Patsy 
Russell, and Jane Shafer 

Wanda Davis talking to the Governor’s Dinner crowd 
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GOVERNOR’S/PRAYER DINNER (continued) 
 

Back row, L-R:  Suzanne Stockfisch, Lynda Lin, Heather Larson, Denn Larson, Tom Coulter, Bob Ullom, Patsy Russell 
Front row, L-R: Linda Ullom, President Debra Jones, Wanda Davis and Robert Russell.  
 
 
 
Not-Good News for our Volunteer State Aktion Club 
 
Unfortunately, Heartland Services lost the lease on the old Douglas Cooperative Building on Home 
Avenue and thus, the meeting place for the Aktion Club.  That means that our monthly interclub with 
them cannot be held at the present time.  The Aktion Club members seem to really love Maryville 
Kiwanis members’ presence and the occasion itself.  Here’s hoping for a nice resolution for the problem.                   
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Golf Tournament Succeeds Beyond Our Dreams 
  

It’s an annual happening but never gets boring. Our Tee It Up 
for the Kids golf tourney starts slowly many months in advance.  
Gradually, the excitement builds as the tournament Committee 
Chair (This Kiwanis Year’s is Bobby Perkinson, and we are not 
yet certain about next year’s) announces what amount has been 
pledged to date, what old and new sponsorships have been 
added, how many teams have signed in, etc.  A meeting at a 
time, we hear how much closer we are to our ever-increasing 
goal.  Anticipation and excitement build; enthusiasm grows.  The 
greatest goal so far was for $50,000 this year, and a gift from 
Ron Teffeteller fell into the “pot” and made it spill over as we 
reached beyond the goal.  By reaching and surpassing that 
grand total, we assure that our philanthropic efforts, including IL, 
our Adventure Leadership Camp, our new Amtryke program, 

and much other philanthropic giving continue as our constant commitments.  The number of hours 
taken up in planning and delivering the big event come close to countless, and the number of people 
who commit so much time and effort is an impressive statistic.  Not everyone who helped made it into 
the photo below.   

 
Front row, L-R: Patsy Russell, Katie Beeler, Stephen Frana, Heather Larson, Julie Miller, and Dale Henry 
Back row, L-R: Jerry Heiny, Debra Jones, Regina Jennings, Bob Ullom, Denn Larson, Robert Austen, Steve Kiefer, Bobby 
Burke, Lynn Tittsworth, Doug Craig 
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MEMBERSHIPS 
 
April 5 found us richer by a new member when he was inducted by Debra Jones. Pete Davis 
sponsored Thomas “Tom” Antkow, and Tom brings us his enthusiasm, his commitment to live a life 
helping others, and although a relatively new member of the county, the nerve and verve to run for 
office in the May election.  His life’s work is making certain that people are fit to drive or are coached 
to the point they can take up driving their own vehicles again.   
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SOMETHING NEW 
 

Maryville Kiwanis has a new program designed to help 
willing members share information about the businesses they 
represent.  For April, Katie Beeler helped Maryville Kiwanis 
start up the new and clever idea.  On April 5, Katie took 
about two minutes to tell those in attendance about LeConte 
Realty, the Maryville Kiwanis Corporate “Member” for which 
she is the representative.  Katie let us know that although her 
company is a “boutique” agency, (a firm that provides 
superior client service and generally does specialized 
marketing for a select group of people).  LeConte also does 
all kinds of property management as well. She said the 
median price for a house in Blount County in March was 
$392,000, almost all sold to Millennials.  Katie let us know 
that she donates 5% of her commissions to Kiwanis and 
donates an extra 2.5% if the referral comes from a Kiwanian.  
In addition, for part of the month of April, we had nice, 

double-sided plexiglass “table tents” on each table, filled with good information about LeConte Realty 
and a photo of Katie. We’ll certainly not forget who she is from now on and what a fine company she 
represents.  This program will serve several purposes, including additional motivation for corporations 
to become corporate members and making possible Maryville Kiwanis clients aware of a good 
company to contact for their or friends’ needs.    
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MEETING NOTES: Gleaned from Heather Larson’s magnificent meeting minutes  
 
LUMBERYARD OF HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE  
   

Those in attendance on April 5 were greeted by our 
own cheery Patsy Russell.  She helped welcome 
Bruce Damrow and David Buck from Alcoa Kiwanis.  
Our visitors were Steve Coleman and David Payne. 
Julie Miller let us know that our final November 
Pancake breakfast numbers were calculated:  we 
grossed $26,535.38 and netted $24,863! 
 
President Debbie Jones happily inducted Tom 
Antkow as our latest new member.  Heath Barberry’s 
report told us that we had 46 members in attendance, 
for a total of 50 people present for the meeting.  Denn 
Larson was properly dressed. Brenda Sellers 
collected Happy Bucks. 
 
Howard Kerr, Chair for the Day, introduced Steve 

Coleman to tell us about the history of a Maryville Handyperson’s landmark tradition:  Anderson 
Lumber Company.  The business has been here for four long-lived generations and will be 100 in 
2025.  It used to be at the corner of McGee Street and Louisville Road. Steve worked for his dad 
unloading railroad cars when he was 14 & 15 years of age.  In 1968, he joined the business after a 
stint in Germany with the National Guard. 
 
In the 1970s, urban renewal began, and the city told him to move the business.  He said that   
the family scoped out property and chose to put the new business in Alcoa, at 780 Louisville Road, 
which they chose after CSX Railroad ran a spur to the property so trains could deliver lumber out of 
Canada.   
 
They moved into their current building in 1976, and two years later, he added a truss-manufacturing 
component of the business.  They have had a partnership for 47 years, beginning with six employees 
and growing to 100 in just the truss section.  The truss business took seven years to build up, and 
soon after, they started to build big horse barns for horse people in Kentucky.   
 
In 1995, they expanded their showroom to 17,000 square feet and the warehouses to 125,000 (to 
keep lumber dry). In 1996, they started Anderson Rental, a member-owned co-op as a consequence 
of having “Do-It-Best” approaching them about renting out industry-related machines.  Steve initially 
invited 50 industry-related vendors to a meeting and asked for lists of equipment they had to rent from 
Knoxville.  He started by purchasing only that equipment at first.  The Co-op now has 3800 members 
in 53 countries, so they have clout enough to remain competitive in pricing.   
 
Next, Anderson Lumber added a lawnmower business, then a Party-rental business that required a 
large space for a laundromat large enough to wash tents, tablecloths, dishes, etc.  The large space is 
a two-story warehouse large enough to hang freshly washed, gigantic tents. Their engineer, Jimmie 
Pye, designed and built the drying system so that tents are attached to hooks, raised up, washed, 
and then air-dried.    
 



 
 

15 

MEETING NOTES (continued) 
 
In 1998, they fully developed a 30-acre section of property, a one-million-dollar project.  Office Depot 
asked for adjacent property and paid the $1,000,000 cost of the whole development.  Steve said that 
he feels blessed; His other property holds several businesses on it, including McAllister’s, Great 
Clips, and honey-Baked Ham. Anderson builds doors and windows now, too, and aims to always do it 
right since many framers do not manage that.  
 
In 1999, his son Landon took over the credit and accounting department.  Sadly, in 2011, his son 
Steve passed away from cancer, and younger Steve’s death meant Steve, Senior, had to delay his 
retirement.  In 2013, they remodeled their showroom and Steve said it was “such a process.”   
 
Anderson Lumber created a fellowship in Medical Oncology Research at UTK (in partnership with 
Duke University).  They have always emphasized altruistic community relations.  For instance, they 
donate ramps for mobility-impaired people, supply materials for Habitat for Humanity, offer 
scholarship money for school kids and college students. They gave the Maryville High School 
baseball field, the Isaiah 117 House, and the Civitan Club’s Townsend Adaptive Park their materials 
at cost. Their business is a gift to the whole county and beyond. 
 
TAKE CARE OF YOUR ELDERLY FRIENDS, FOR THAT DEAR COULD BE 
SOMEBODY’S MOTHER! 
 
For our meeting on April 12, attendees received greetings from Steve Kiefer, who also brought Dale 
Huddleston to the meeting.  LeeAnn Mayhall gave the Invocation.  All in attendance sang 
“America,” then pledged to the flag.  Katie Beeler offered chances to tour New Hope Advocacy 
Center on May 5 and 12.  Emily Mantooth showed the new table displays with each month’s Meeting 
Sponsor and some facts about the business they represent.  They called them “table tents.”  Patsy 
Russell sent around sign-up sheets for some chaperoning participation by Maryville Kiwanis 
members for the Leadership Adventure Camp. All who help must have a background check.  Tim 
Thurston announced that the next Interclub would be on April 26 at Sevierville. 
 
We had a Member Moment when Patsy Russell 
introduced Darrell Richardson.  Heath Barberry 
announced that we had 30 members in attendance 
and three guests:  David Buck, Dale Huddleston, 
and Bailey Schiermeyer. Bobby Perkinson 
updated on the Golf Tournament, with 96 players 
and a great golf committee which he called by name 
for their individual well-done commitments. The club 
greatly applauded Bobby Perkinson for all the years 
he has chaired the event, with his final year raising 
the most money yet! 
 
Jerry Heiny caught us up on the first three of our 
Amtrykes.  Stephen Frana collected our Happy 
Bucks. Emily Mantooth was properly dressed.  
LeeAnn Mayhall introduced Bailey Schiermeyer, 
Jurisprudence Doctor, who came to tell us about Elder Law of East Tennessee, with offices in 
Knoxville and Johnson City.  Elder Law specifically addresses issues surrounding aging, chronic  
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MEETING NOTES (continued) 
 

illness, and disabilities.  Her firm, she said, has a multi-disciplinary 
professional staff.  She said that even pets figure into the estate plans 
of some of the elders she deals with.  She mentioned five essential 
tools for elders planning on their own and their families’ futures. She 
outlined five essential tools that she called “Five at 55.”  She mentioned 
that financial and Health Care powers of attorney should be addressed.  
She said that one person should be named and then two subs in case 
that person can no longer handle the multiple concerns inherent in the 
job.  By involving two instead of one, the functions can be divided and 
thus make the burdens lighter.  She said the document should cover 
Medicaid benefits if that is a concern, veteran benefits, trusts, financial 
gifts, etc. She advised that Health Care powers of attorney be at least 
three deep, one, then two, etc.  Then each elder should have a Living 
Will and the individual’s medical directives, which should indicate the 
elder’s wants, beliefs, and clear instructions to agents.   Then each 
elder should also have a Last Will and Testament that names the 

executor or executors.  She said that beneficiary designations will retitle named assets to the 
individuals to receive them.  Elders should make an inventory of every account and each should have 
a named beneficiary.  Trusts of many types and for different purposes can be set up and thus avoid 
probate, protect the beneficiary.  Any property in a trust cannot be vulnerable to state recovery.   
Maryville Kiwanis members who fall into “elder” status should be careful to address the concerns Ms. 
Schiermeyer addressed. 
 
LT. GOVERNOR MARTIN SHAFER SHARES & MOTIVATES 
 
Pete Davis greeted attendees for our April 19 meeting, and 
Doug Craig gave the invocation.  Alcoa Kiwanian David 
Buck visited his second Kiwanis “home.” We welcomed 
corporate representative Dean Deatheridge, interim director 
for the Blount County Boys and Girls Club; Amtryke guests 
Carson “Machette” Walker; Karen Walker, and Paul 
Walker; Cayla Cannon (Physical Therapist); Anna 
Waters and Jenna Pittman from Heritage High School 
(who helped assemble Carson’s Amtryke), and our guest 
speaker Martin Shafer, Division 5  Lt. Governor. 
 
Attendees were reminded of our Thirsty Thursday Social at 
world-famous Blackberry Farms.  Heath Barberry 
announced that 50 were in attendance.  Bobby Perkinson 
was properly dressed. Denn Larson collected Happy Bucks.  
We learned that Regina Jennings and Patsy Russell would 
be presenting at the Maryville Rotary Club on April 20.  Neil Stone, son of Dean Stone, author of 
many historical works and Editor of the Daily Times and longtime Alcoa Kiwanian, presented an 
“Objects of Kiwanis” plaque to Regina Jennings.  Regina presented it to our club, and it will be 
displayed weekly.   Robert Russell let us know that Anna Waters placed as Grand Champion raiser 
in this year’s Angus Heifer Division of the Blount County Cattle Show.  
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MEETING NOTES (continued) 
 
Chair of the Day Wanda Davis introduced our speaker, KY-TN District, Division 5, Lt. Governor 
Martin Shafer.  Martin was, for many years, an over-the-road trucker who maintained a longtime 
participation in Kiwanis while he traveled throughout the country. Martin plays maintained Santa for a 
charitable group called “Under the Tree.”  He’s a gifted musician, who plays banjo and guitar at both 
Church and at a Kiwanis Fresh-Air Camp.  They’ve helped 220 kids each of the last 100 years, so 
22,000 city kids have had a wonderful outdoor experience over those years.  He let us know that the 
Fresh-Air Camp will be celebrating its 100th anniversary on Thursday, June 30, at an open house 
from 3:00 to 7:00 p.m.   
 
Martin reminded us of a very vital facet of Kiwanis Clubs everywhere: membership.  He mentioned 
that lots of people don’t become Kiwanians because they were not asked to join a club.  He 
suggested that we always remember to keep all comments and image projections of the club positive.  
For instance, it would be best to keep a sometimes-image of our being an old-man’s club as a distant 
past image if brought up at all.  Keep helping connect younger members with other young members, 
not that friendships with older members are not extremely satisfying, and always let people know that 
Kiwanians do all their best projects as team undertakings. Martin gave those gathered some 
important membership motivation.  
 
WHEN FAMILY TIMES GET TOUGH, MARYVILLE CITY SCHOOLS’ FAMILY 
RESOURCE CENTER GETS GOING!  
 
Forty-five people gathered for our meeting on April 26, including 35 members and 45 involved in 
students receiving scholarships from us.  Jim Hands, who was properly dressed, greeted everyone 
with warmth and smiles.  Tom Coulter gave the invocation.  Happy Bucks were collected by Geoff 
Cusick who was very happy at the number of Kiwanians who attended the recent Good Scout dinner, 
emceed by our own Carl Van Hoosier.  Bill Henry and Dale Henry introduced the Maryville High 
School Sponsor and stood with each of the students as they received scholarship checks from 
President Debra Jones. 
 
Chair of the Day Wanda Davis introduced Debra Skyler, 
Director of the Family Resource Center for the Maryville City 
Schools. Debra, who is an Education Specialist (E.Ds.). She 
also worked as a diagnostician for kids at Lakeshore Mental 
Health Institute, as a psychologist for Knox County Schools, a 
Chaplain at UT Hospital, in Hospice, and on her farm, raising 
cows and sheep (one of which recently had triplets).  She now 
directs the Family Resource Center of Maryville.  The mission 
of the Family Resource Center is to help students succeed in 
school by capitalizing on their strengths, helping them learn 
new skills, and to connect families in ways that support 
emotional, social, and academic needs.  She tries to create 
collaborative partnerships with parents, community and 
business leaders, and private and public service agencies.  
They help assist with access to hygiene supplies, needed 
food, vision needs, home cleaning supplies, clothing, school 
supplies, and a very lengthy list in addition. They have a Homework Assistance Program in 
partnership with the Maryville Housing Authority that utilizes Maryville College volunteers, a “Twilight”  
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MEETING NOTES (continued) 
 
school that helps students make up needed credits, and several other very effective programs.  They 
have, so far, since 1993, assisted 5,795 students. This year, as of the date Debra spoke, 6,744 
services had been offered for 696 students who belong to 401 families. The center is funded by 
donations from the Maryville City School Foundation and other individuals and organizations.    They 
partner with 27 organizations in the county so have people they can rely on in emergencies.  It’s a 
great program in good hands, ruled by an empathetic problem solver.  
 
 
KEY DATES 
 

Date   Event     Time    Location 
May 3   Club Elections   Regular meeting time GMCC 
 
May 13  BOARD MEETING   (12pm)   GMCC 
  

    

Upcoming Birthdays 
 

Bobby Burke   May 6 
Bobby Perkinson   May 31 
Peter Towle    June 1 
Carl Van Hoozier   June 7 
 

 
 
 
WORDS OF GOLD 
 
Richard Armour: MONEY: Workers earn it/Spendthrifts burn it/Bankers lend it/ Wastrels spend 
it/Forgers fake it/Taxes take it/ Dying leave it/ Heirs receive it/Thrifty save it/Misers crave it/ Robbers 
seize it/Rich increase it/Gamblers use it/I could use it.  
 

 
Duke of Rochefoucauld: We are all strong enough to bear the misfortunes of others. 
 

 
Emma Lazarus:  Give me your tired, your poor/Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free. 
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KLUB KALENDAR 
 

Date  Speakers/Program/Chair of 
the Day 

 Invocation @ 
Microphone, behind 

head table 

Greeters, Arrive by no later 
than 11:30, please!    

May 3 Thomas Anktow/Adult Driver 
Services 
Chair: Wanda Davis 

Tony 
Thompson 

Wanda Davis 

May 10 Kevin Ross/Delozier Auctions 
Chair; Regina Jennings 

Linda Ullom Linda Ullom 

May 17 Cindy Chandler/Isaiah 117 
House 
Chair: Patsy Russell 

Patsy Russell 
 

Jerry Heiny 

May 24 To Be Announced 
Chair: TBA 

Denn Larson Doug Craig 

May 31 Sharon Cousins/Newcomers 
Club 
Chair TBA 

Bill Henry Lynda Lin 

June 7 Tionna Green/Reunite 
Ministries 
Chair:  Heather Larson 
 

Kati Chase Bob Ullom  

   
KY-TN District News 
 
Clubs can apply to the district for a grant of up to $250 to help purchase of Amtrykes for disabled 
children. 
 
 
KIWANIS INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

A VISION MAKES DATA MAKE SENSE 

STAN SODERSTROM, KI EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR | JAN 25, 2022  
 
Leaders are essentially judged by one question: Are things improving? Whether it’s an organization, a 
company or a local club, the verdict on a group’s leadership will ultimately be based on a sense of its 
overall direction. 
 
But how precise is that “sense”? The answer to that question can often tell you whether a group is being 
guided by a general vision or bounced around by a chain-link of reactions. Of course, it’s easy to get 
wrapped up in the issue, or crisis, of the moment. That’s only natural, and it’s not necessarily wrong. 
Immediate situations do need to be addressed. But the circumstance of the moment can also be  
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KIWANIS INTERNATIONAL NEWS (continued) 
 
misleading if it’s the only measure of how things are going. Whether you’re having a good or bad day, 
week or month, current conditions can obscure the big picture. 
 
For a leader, the key is to stop and assess. How often do you pause for a moment to see where you are, 
compared to where you want to be? And is your assessment like stopping to put a finger to the wind — or 
a specific measurement of relevant factors? 
 
In other words: How often do you stop to look at data? 
Data. I understand if the word makes you wince. So many things can be measured these days that it’s 
easy to be skeptical of numbers. As a sports fan, I often find myself looking at statistics during a game on 
television and wondering how many of them can help me understand what I’m watching — and how many 
are calculated simply because they can be. 

But I do believe in data. The trick is to know what you’re measuring it against. 

More than 25 years ago, Stephen R. Covey published “The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People.” The 
second habit, he wrote, was to “begin with the end in mind.” All these years later, I still find that a valuable 
habit to have. If you’ve started down a road knowing where you want to arrive, you’ll have a better idea of 
how well you’re progressing along the way. That’s especially true if you have a legitimately measurable 
goal. And the best way to measure that progress — and to communicate the state of things both to fellow 
leaders and to those you’re leading — is to stop and assess. 
At Kiwanis International, our Achieving Club Excellence (ACE) program gives resources to local Kiwanis 
clubs for measuring key criteria. For example, there’s a club scorecard, as well as an “Analyzing your 
impact” tool — among several others. It’s a way of making assessment part of the organization’s culture. 
We want our club leaders to ask important questions: Are you accomplishing your goals? Should you 
continue toward them, or stop and establish new ones? 
 
Good leaders welcome the answers, regardless of whether they’re happy to hear them. But the best 
leaders have a vision to begin with — and goals that help them interpret those answers in ways that guide 
their subsequent steps. 

 Stan D. Soderstrom is the executive director of Kiwanis International and the Kiwanis Children’s Fund. 

His background includes global and community-based work in the public and private sectors. 
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Objects of Kiwanis     Proud Sponsors Of 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
at Heritage, Maryville, Eagleton Middle School, and 

Montgomery Ridge Intermediate School 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Key Clubs at Heritage and Maryville High Schools 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Circle K Club at Maryville College 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Volunteer State Aktion Club 
 

 
 
Kids are curious, lovable, and often hilarious. They are also wild, impatient, 
and vulnerable. Kiwanis is looking out for kids in every corner of the globe 
with over 600,000 volunteers who serve their communities through local 
clubs. 
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Maryville Kiwanis Board of Directors 
 

Position Name Phone Email 
President Debra Jones  865-705-9414 djones@braunappraisal.com 

President-Elect Tom Coulter 865-980-3582 tlcoulter@charter.net 
Vice-President  Wanda Davis 865-386-3042 wandalee161@gmail.com 
Past-President Doug Craig 419-351-8405  dcraigut@gmail.com  

Secretary Robert Russell 865-384-7092 mkiwanis@charter.net 
Treasurer Julie Miller 865-556-8506 jmiller@cbbcbank.com 
Director Jerry Heiny - three years 
Director Tim Thurston - three years 
Director  Kent Willoughby - three years   
Director Bobby Burke - two years 
Director Dale Henry - two years 
Director Lynda Lin - two years 
Director Candy Daugherty - one year  
Director Jim Hands - one year 
Director Patsy Russell - one year  

 
Division 5 Meetings 
 
Meetings at 12 noon (unless otherwise noted) 
TUESDAY 
Maryville Kiwanis, Green Meadow Country Club, 1700 Louisville Road, Alcoa, TN  37701 
Newport, West End Baptist Church, 116 West End Street, Newport, TN  37821  
Norwood, Austin's Steak & Homemade Buffet, 900 Merchant Dr, Knoxville, TN (3rd Tuesday) 
Sevierville, Applebee’s, 207 Collier Drive  
 
WEDNESDAY 
Farragut*, Tn State Bank Building, 11470 Parkside Dr, Knoxville, 37934 
Foothills**, Highland Manor Inn, 7766 E. Lamar Alexander Pkwy, Townsend 
Northside, Foundry, Worlds Fair Site 
Jefferson County* Perkins, I-40, Exit 417 
 
THURSDAY 
Alcoa, Airport Hilton Hotel 
Knoxville, Foundry, World’s Fair Site  
 
FRIDAY 
Morristown, Morristown Country Club 
*1st and 3rd weeks only                          **2nd and 4th weeks only 
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Maryville Kiwanis Corporate Members  
They support us….Please support our corporate members! 

 
The Kiwanis Club of Maryville has a number of corporate memberships - companies with a 
commitment to have representatives present at our meetings and that have embraced our community 
and child-enriching causes, programs, and projects.  You can find these Corporations in your Kourier 
each month and can locate them, along with their logos, on our website as well via the following link: 
www.maryvillekiwanis.org/corporate-members 
 

Advanced Catalyst Systems, Blount County Public Library, Blount Partnership 
(Chamber of Commerce), Boys & Girls Club of Blount County, Great Smoky 
Mountain Council of Boy Scouts, Life Care Center of Blount County, Maryville City 
Schools, Newell Brands, Second Harvest Food Bank, Smartbank, The Daily Times,  
The Salvation Army, United Way of Blount County, Vienna Coffee House  
 
Maryville Kiwanis Website 
www.maryvillekiwanis.org 

 

Our website has been reorganized this to make it easier for everyone to see information about 
who we are, what we do, where we do it, why we do it and when we do it (the 5 W’s of Maryville 
Kiwanis). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At the top of each page you will see all the pages available. Just click of the title of any page 
and it will open. Check out the important information and lots of photos. They can be viewed 
or downloaded from your phone, iPad or computer. 
 

KOURIER STAFF 
Susan Jones, Editor; Pete Davis, Photographer/Layout; Meeting Minutes Robert Russell and 
Heather Larson 


