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The future is theirs
PROTECTING THE PLANET FOR GENERATIONS TO COME
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BIG DREAMS.
Got a vision for your club? The Kiwanis  
International convention has the tools to 
make it real. Leadership master classes on 
Thursday. Service and fundraising education  
on Friday. The Kiwanis Annual Meeting on 
Saturday. Come for a day or two, or all three. 
Come play — with purpose. 

Find details. Save money. Register now. 
kiwanis.org/convention 

105TH KIWANIS INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION    |   JUNE 17–20, 2020
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VOICES

Opening new clubs and 
strengthening existing clubs 
is critical to our future. All of 
us at Kiwanis work together 
to increase awareness of our 
organization. By showing 
people our bonds of service 
and fellowship, we can attract 
potential new members and 
make them proud Kiwanians.

In lieu of a large advertising 
budget, we use more word-
of-mouth storytelling about 
our positive impact on com-
munities and have a talented 
communications team that 
gets our message to clubs.

I am more traditional in my 
thinking, but I also know that 
innovation will make us more 
vibrant and attractive to peo-
ple of all ages and cultures. 
This is where our efforts to 
promote Kiwanis digitally, on 
social media, comes in. It is a 
far-reaching and cost-effective 
way to show off your club, or 
generate interest in starting a 
new one, to a larger audience. 

Here’s an example of efforts 
to start two new clubs in the 
eastern United States. Orga-
nizers of one club spent no 
money on digital advertising 
and had some difficulty con-
firming their first event. Four 
people showed 
up. In a neighbor-
ing town, there 
were also some 
challenges, but 
this club used 
digital advertising 
to raise aware-

ness. Along with efforts on the 
ground, the club attracted 15 
people to its first meeting and 
organized with 22 members. 

In Kentucky, a nurse 
unfamiliar with Kiwanis came 
across our Facebook page. 
She learned that we help 
children and told us about 
grant money available to help 
kids with after-school activ-
ities. In addition to helping 
on the club-building front, 
social media can connect us 
with partners and expand our 
community engagement. 

For me, nothing will replace 
a warm smile, a handshake 
and a face-to-face conversa-
tion. While I am not as com-
fortable using social media as 
some, I am learning about the 
reach of sharing our story dig-
itally. We want to meet people 
where they are and where 
they look for things to do.

At this halfway point in 
the Kiwanis year, think of 
ways you can call attention 
to the good deeds of your 
club. If you’re opening a new 
club, remember digital mes-
saging can help you spread 
the word. 

We set new member and 
club goals. Often, we come 

close, but fall 
short. The bottom 
line is results. So-
cial media is one 
of the tools that 
can help us meet 
or exceed our 
expectations.

This year is the 50th anni-
versary of Earth Day. Kiwanis 
magazine is observing that 
milestone with articles 
about our planet — and the 
ways Kiwanians contribute 
to its health. It makes sense 
for members to protect the 
environment. Because when 
we talk about the environ-
ment, we’re talking about 
the future. 

Of course, we’re also talking 
about a topic that comes 
with a lot of controversy. For 
instance, climate change — 
it’s either all due to human 
pollution and our carbon 
footprint, or it’s a media-as-
sisted myth that’s unsupport-
ed by evidence. Or maybe it’s 
somewhere in between.  

What is the truth? Most 
geologists and climatol-
ogists agree that we’re in 
an interglacial period. And 
the geologist in me (yes, 
I’m a geologist) knows that 
the climate has never been 
static. Tens of thousands of 
years ago, huge continental 
glaciers covered much of the 
northern latitudes, and the 
earth’s average temperature 
was much lower. 

It’s also true that we’ve 
witnessed huge 
fires on almost 
every continent 
in recent years 
— along with 
drought, famine, 
the retreat of al-
pine glaciers, the 

opening of the Arctic Sea to 
navigation and a rise in sea 
level. Is all this due to human 
mismanagement? 

Here’s what I know for 
sure: the conversation needs 
to be civil and respectful. 
As an organization, Kiwanis 
is committed to helping 
children and youth become 
the next generation of com-
munity leaders. We should 
listen to them. We should 
create a space for dialogue 
and provide them with the 
tools they need to advocate 
for their future. 

And regardless of where 
we stand, we should all strive 
to be good stewards of our 
planet. This is our home — 
and unless we migrate to 
Mars, it’s the only one we’ll 
ever have. 

In our office in Indianap-
olis, we recently eliminated 
serving or selling beverages 
that come in plastic bottles. 
We replaced the water 
fountains with stations that 
dispense filtered water. It’s a 
small step, but we believe it’s 
an important one.

It’s also in the spirit of 
Kiwanis. Whatever our 
opinions on specific topics, 

we are people 
who think about 
the things we do 
now — and how 
they will affect 
our children and 
the generations 
that follow. 

Club building through service Civility and stewardship
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Check out the newest way to shop for official Kiwanis  
merchandise at SHOPKIWANIS.COM. 

NEW STORE. MORE GREAT 
KIWANIS MERCHANDISE.

Now authorized licensed vendors offer you a variety of products and custom designs at  
competitive prices. Best of all, your purchases help you double your impact. A portion of  
Kiwanis-branded merchandise sales is returned to Kiwanis International. Every purchase from 
ShopKiwanis.com and the Kiwanis Family Store contributes to allowing Kiwanis members to 
improve their communities and the lives of children around the world.
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NEWS

What’s happening 
TRENDS, TIPS, FACTS AND FIGURES FROM KIWANIS INTERNATIONAL

The Legacy of Play contest is coming up! 
Beginning April 10, Kiwanis-family clubs 
can start submitting their proposals. 
Sponsored by Kiwanis partner Land-
scape Structures, the contest will award 
US$25,000 in playground equipment to 
the winning club. 

And this year, there’s something new: 
All clubs that enter the contest and 
collaborate with Landscape Structures 
to build a playground worth US$35,000 
or more will receive a free OmniSp-
inner — a playground feature that 
provides freestanding spinning activity 

to kids of all abilities. The accessible 
height makes it easier for all kids to 
get in and enjoy a fun and comfortable 
space for interactive play. 

Contest deadlines:

April 10: First day to enter projects.

May 10: Last day to enter projects.

May 13: Voting begins.

May 17: Voting ends.

June 4: Judges choose winner.

June 5: Winner announced.

p Legacy of Play deadlines
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Remember Key Club convention u
Summer is convention season in the 
Kiwanis family — and that includes 
Key Club. Registration for the 2020 
Key Club International Convention 
begins April 15. Does your Kiwanis 
club sponsor a Key Club? Encourage 
them to send members to the event, 
which will take place in San Francisco 
July 1-5. And make sure they’re aware 
of all the opportunities and resources 
available to them.

For example, the event sponsorship 
toolkit can help them with fundrais-
ing. It’s a guide that has everything 
they need to get financial sponsor-
ship to help cover the convention’s 

costs. Key Club members can find the 
toolkit — along with other tools and 
tips — at keyclub.org/convention. 
Spread the word!

Early registration ends soon
Early registration for the 2020 Kiwanis 
International Convention ends April 
10. That’s the last day you can save 
US$100 for signing up early for the 
convention. 

This year, the convention will include 
multiple tracks for leadership training. 
In fact, you can customize the con-
vention to your interests. Your choices 
range from an education-only option 
to the full convention experience.

However you tailor your attendance, 
get registered by April 10 — and get 
a discount. Find details about the 
convention’s speakers, education 
tracks, registration options and more 
at kiwanis.org/convention.

Tech entrepreneur Felice Gorordo has been added to the schedule at 
the Pre-Convention Education Conference in Indianapolis on June 17. 
A former Key Club International vice president, he is CEO of eMerge 
Americas, a platform that fosters innovation and entrepreneurship. 

Gorordo credits Key Club with helping him learn to navigate 
relationships and power struggles to ensure his focus on serving others. 
He will share insights regarding those skills during the Pre-Convention 
Education Conference — an all-day advanced leadership education 
session that precedes the Kiwanis International convention. 

pPre-convention conference update
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72
 The number of entries Kiwanis 
International’s judges received from 
Kiwanis districts for the Signature Project 
Contest. That’s double the number 
submitted last year. For 2020, the contest 
was expanded to two tiers — for clubs 
with up to 27 members and those with 
more — to encourage more participa-
tion. With the top 10 in each tier now 
selected, the top three winners for each 
will be announced at the 2020 Kiwanis 
International Convention. Learn more at  
kiwanis.org/signatureprojects.

NEWS

New leadership guide
For Kiwanis club members in key roles, 
an updated leadership guide is now 
available from Kiwanis International.

The new guide is designed for conve-
nience. Rather than separate guides 
for the president, secretary and trea-
surer, it contains a section for each  
— with position-specific information, 
tips and more.

The leadership guide also has a section 
for a Kiwanis club’s membership com-
mittee. Duties and qualifications for 
committee members are provided, and 
tips for committee activities are included 
— from inviting people to join the club 
to making membership flexible.

Regardless of their position, every club 
leader will find useful information. 

For instance, Kiwanis 101 provides an 
overview of the organization’s strategic 
plan, Service Leadership Programs, the 
Kiwanis Children’s Fund and more — 
including ways a club benefits from 
engaging with each one.

In addition, the Resources section details     
the tools Kiwanis International provides 
for recognizing achievements, raising 
funds and more.

To see the guide online and download a 
copy, go to kiwanis.org/leadershipguide. 2019 Signature Project gold medal winner: Alabama National Fair

        
        

        
        

        
        

        
        

        
        

        
        

        
      

                                                                                                              

                                                                                                              LEADERSHIP 
GUIDE
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Get More from Your Medicare Coverage

Kiwanis has partnered with eHealth to help members find Medicare coverage 
that covers your prescriptions at the lowest possible cost.

eHealthMedicare.com is a non-government website operated by eHealthInsurance Services, Inc., a licensed health insurance agency that sells Medicare 
products and does business as eHealth. In NY and OK, we do business as eHealthInsurance Agency. eHealthMedicare.com and eHealth are not affiliated 
or connected with Medicare or any other government program or agency. eHealth offers plans from a number of insurance companies. This ad solicits 
insurance prospects for eHealth.

Calls are answered 24 hours a day, 7 days a week  
between October 15 and December 7, 2020

Speak to a licensed insurance agent at eHealth or visit ehealthmedicare.com/kiwanis

See if “All in One” Medicare Advantage plans are available in your area

These “all in one” plans bundle your Medicare benefits together 
and may include extra benefits not covered by Original Medicare.

Call eHealth’s Helpline for Kiwanis Members

DOCTOR 
VISITS

HOSPITAL
STAYS

PRESCRIPTION 
DRUGS

EYEGLASSES
AND CONTACTS

DENTAL 
CARE

FITNESS
CLASSES

You may pay little or nothing for:

Call: 855-917-0119 (TTY 711) 

p006-009_KIM_0420_News.indd   9p006-009_KIM_0420_News.indd   9 2/24/20   12:43 PM2/24/20   12:43 PM



10   K IWANISMAGAZINE.ORG

COVER STORY

Why? According to the Earth Day Network, the scientific evidence is 

clear  — human activity is causing our planet to warm at an alarm-

ing rate. International bodies of scientists have warned that we 

must halve our emissions to avoid the most devastating impacts of 

climate change on our food supply, national security, global health, 

extreme weather and more.

Yes, there’s trash in our oceans and millions have no access to clean 

water. We waste too much food and drive too many gas-guzzling 

cars. We use too many plastic bags and straws. Mother Earth is getting 

tired and a bit worn out.

But we can fix it. And we are. Kiwanians around the world have, for de-

cades, stepped up to the challenge with creative projects to green the world 

around them. This desire to leave the world a better place for future genera-

tions is what makes us Kiwanians. And we’ll continue the fight.

ON THE FIRST EARTH DAY CELEBRATION, MILLIONS PLEDGED TO 

SAVE THE PLANET. FAST-FORWARD 50 YEARS, AND THE CRIES 

FOR CHANGE ARE STRONG. DOING GOOD FOR THE PLANET IS 

DOING GOOD FOR MANKIND. THERE’S STILL MORE TO DO.

Love your mother
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THE STATISTICS

2016 WAS THE WARMEST YEAR ON RECORD
NASA and NOAA data show that global averages in 2016 were 1.78 F 
warmer than the mid-20th-century average. Seventeen of the 18 warmest 
years on record have occurred since 2000.

800 MILLION PEOPLE
11% of the world’s population is currently vulnerable to climate 
change impacts such as droughts, floods, heat waves, extreme 
weather events and rising sea levels.

 1.9 F SINCE 1880
            Global temperature

 12.85% PER DECADE
            Arctic ice is declining.

1 MILLION  HECTARES LOST
An area of coastal ecosystems larger than New York City is destroyed 
every year, removing an important buffer from extreme weather for 
coastal communities and releasing carbon dioxide into the atmosphere.

EXTREME EVENTS
Since 1950, the number of record-high temperature events in 
the United States has been increasing, while the number of 
record-low temperature events has been decreasing. The U.S. 
also has witnessed increasing numbers of intense rainfall events.

p012-013_KIM_0420_Earth Day.indd   12p012-013_KIM_0420_Earth Day.indd   12 2/24/20   12:44 PM2/24/20   12:44 PM
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THE AMAZON IS A CARBON-STORING POWERHOUSE
In the Amazon, 1% of tree species sequester 50% of the region’s carbon.

FIGHT CLIMATE CHANGE, NATURALLY
Natural climate solutions like ending deforestation and restoring degraded 
forests could, at the global level, create 80 million jobs, bring 1 billion 
people out of poverty and add US$2.3 trillion in productive growth.

SAVE NATURE: IT’S CHEAPER
Conserving ecosystems is often more cost-effective than human-made 
interventions. In the Maldives, building a sea wall for coastal protection 
cost about US$2.2 billion. Even after 10 years of maintenance costs, it is 
still four times cheaper to preserve the natural reef.

412 PARTS PER MILLION
Carbon dioxide levels in the air are the highest in 650,000 years.

413 GIGATONS PER YEAR
       Ice sheets in Antarctica and Greenland 

3.3 MILLIMETERS PER YEAR
            The sea level is rising.

Sources: Conservation International, NASA
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PERSPECTIVE: AN EXPERT

T
he world is just one degree Celsius 
warmer than before industrialization, 
but severe climate change impacts are 

already hitting communities around the 
world. Children carry a disproportionate 
burden compared with adults of today. 
These impacts will only get worse in a 
warming world, and each tenth of a degree 

matters when it comes to curbing them. By 
joining the Paris Agreement, governments 
recognized that a 1.5 C warming limit is nec-
essary to prevent the worst, but they are do-
ing very little to reduce their greenhouse gas 
emissions, endangering future generations.

According to the Climate Action Tracker, 
the inadequate emission reductions under 
current policies will lead to a global tem-
perature increase of more than 3 C by 2100. 
Should this trend continue, almost all of the 
2.5 billion children living today will live to 
see a 1.5 C warmer world; more than 90% 
of today’s 16-year-olds would see a 2 C 
warmer world; and 4% will live to see what 
a 3 C warmer world looks like. Even though 
today’s children have a higher life expec-
tancy, better education and health than their 
ancestors, the impacts that await them may 
outweigh these achievements. 

A recent report in leading medicine jour-
nal Lancet confirms that children around 
the world will be profoundly affected by cli-

Time for change 
SERVING THE CHILDREN OF THE WORLD ALSO MEANS ADDRESSING THE IMPACT 
OF CLIMATE CHANGE. IT’S TIME FOR US TO TAKE RESPONSIBILITY.
Story by Inga Menke
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mate change. Rising seas, increas-
ingly frequent and intense events 
such as tropical storms, extreme 
precipitation, wildfires, droughts 
and floods, decreasing crop yields 
that threaten food security, water 
stress and increasing health issues 
are some of the impacts that chil-
dren will have to live with.

Climate change will affect all 
children but not equally; the 
severity will highly depend on 
their socioeconomic situations. If 
adaptation measures fail, conse-
quences may include displace-
ment, increasing poverty and 
hunger, loss of cultural heritage 
and increasing conflict.

Climate change has very likely 
contributed to the heat conditions 
that fueled this summer’s devas-
tating bushfire season in Aus-
tralia. The fires have destroyed 
forests, wildlife and properties, 
and the smoke has reached as far 

as New Zealand and Chile. The 
countless impacts of these fires 
are yet to be fully understood, but 
it is safe to say that the damage to 
human health will be substantial. 
As children are among the most 
vulnerable, their health will be 
impacted disproportionately. Uni-
versity of California studies on 
the long-term effects of bushfire 
smoke on unborn children, as well 
as studies on the effect of wild-
fire smoke in California, point to 
potential lung problems.

In Mozambique, the recent 
humanitarian crisis following Cy-
clone Idai affected more than 1.5 
million people — of whom about 
50% were children. A recent 
study published in the Proceed-
ings of the National Academy 
of Sciences shows that natural 
disasters can weaken education 
because of the interruptions 
caused by destroyed buildings 

and lack of financial resources 
needed to cover school fees. 

Water and vector-borne diseas-
es can spread more easily after 
natural disasters. Water-borne 
diseases rank among the top five 
causes of death for children under 
the age of 5. Children under age 
5 carry up to 88% of the burden 
of vector-borne diseases linked to 
climate change.

For children living on small 
islands, such as the Marshall 
Islands, climate change is already 
an imminent threat. The global 
sea level rise of 20 cm to date has 
increased erosion and flooding, 
and within one generation the 
islands could be uninhabitable.

According to a UNICEF report, 
19 million children in Bangladesh 
face an uncertain future because 
of extreme weather events such 
as flooding, storm surges and 
droughts — as well as long-term 
climate changes resulting in rising 
sea levels and saltwater intrusion, 
which affect the water supply 
and agriculture. Heatwaves and 
wildfires in Australia provide an 
example of the possible result.

Desperation has driven children 
as far as taking governments to 
court to fight for the future of the 
planet as well as their own. Tens of 
thousands are skipping school and 
taking to the streets as part of the 
Fridays for Future movement, urg-
ing governments to step up efforts 
to fight climate change, as they 
promised in the Paris Agreement.

The making or breaking of the 
1.5 C limit in the Paris Agreement 
will define the lives of today’s 

PERSPECTIVE: AN EXPERT
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children and those of future 
generations. The highest scien-
tific authority on climate change, 
the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change, states with high 
confidence that if governments 
fail to drastically ramp up climate 
action in the next decade, warm-
ing will exceed the 1.5 C limit 
sometime between 2030 and 2050. 
Decisions on 2030 emission reduc-
tion targets are being made now 
and will be locked in this year.

For generations, our ancestors 
have strived to leave behind a bet-
ter world for their children. They 
fought for social rights, access to 
education, women’s rights and 
environmental protection, among 
many other aspects that made 
positive impacts on today’s gen-

erations. Now it is time for us to 
take up the responsibility to limit 
global warming to a level that 
will prevent the worst of climate 
impacts, creating a future today’s 
children deserve. K 

About Inga Menke
Inga holds a Master of Political 
Science, Peace and Conflict Studies 
and Geography from the University 
of Marburg, Germany, and a Master 
of Disaster Management and Risk 
Governance from the University 
of Bonn, Germany. She works at 
Climate Analytics as a research 
associate and stakeholder engage-
ment expert on projects related to 
climate impact information, loss 
and damage, climate litigation and 
land cover and land management. 

Her work includes close cooperation 
with other project partners such as 
the Potsdam Institute for Climate 
Impact Research and the Interna-
tional Institute of Applied Systems 
Analysis. 
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IN THEIR WORDS
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— WALT DISNEY

“Landscapes of great wonder and beauty lie under our feet 

and all around us. They are discovered in tunnels in the 

ground, the heart of flowers, the hollows of trees, fresh-water 

ponds, seaweed jungles between tides, and even drops of 

water. Life in these hidden worlds is more startling in reality 

than anything we can imagine. How could this earth of ours, 

which is only a speck in the heavens, have so much variety 

of life, so many curious and exciting creatures?”
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O
ur world needs transformational 
change. It’s time for the world to hold 
sectors accountable for their role in 

our environmental crisis while also 
calling for bold, creative and innovative 
solutions. This will require action at all 
levels, from business and investment to 
city and national government. 

That’s where you come in. As an 
individual, you yield real power and 
influence as a consumer, a voter and a 
member of a community that can unite 
for change.

Don’t underestimate your power. 
When your voice and your actions are 
united with thousands or millions of 
others around the world, we create a 
movement that is inclusive, impactful 
and impossible to ignore.

As the 50th anniversary of Earth Day 
approaches, the time is long overdue for 
a global outpouring of energy, enthusi-
asm and commitment to create a new 

plan of action for our planet. Earth Day 2020 
can be the catalyst that galvanizes an unpar-
alleled global collaboration.

6 things you can do now
THESE TIPS FROM THE EXPERTS AT EARTH DAY NETWORK WILL HELP 
YOU START MAKING A POSITIVE CHANGE TODAY.

ACTION PLAN
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1 Ditch plastic
The prolific use of plastic in our world is stagger-
ing. Humans have created some 8.3 billion met-

ric tons of the stuff, the equivalent of 800,000 Eiffel 
Towers. Plastic pollution is a problem because of its 
long-lasting effects — this petroleum-based, man-
made material never fully degrades. According to 
estimates by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, one plastic bottle takes at least 450 
years to break down.

Waste Management estimates that each year we 
use 4 trillion plastic bags worldwide, bags that have 
a lifespan of only 15-20 minutes. And recycling is not 
a silver-bullet solution to our problems: Only 1% of 
those bags get properly recycled, and a recent study 
finds that only 9% of all the world’s plastic is even 
recycled. Find additional ways to reduce your plastic 
waste and more at Earth Day Network’s End Plastic 
Pollution campaign.
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2 Eat a plant-based diet
Transitioning to a 
plant-based diet is one 

of the most significant ac-
tions we can take to reduce 
our individual carbon foot-
print. Animal agriculture 
accounts for at least 14% 
of global greenhouse gas 
emissions, according to the 
United Nations’ Food and 
Agriculture Organization, 
and is one of the largest 
sources of methane emis-
sions, an extremely potent 
greenhouse gas.

A recent special report on 
agriculture land use by the 
Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change stated 
that “a shift toward plant-
based diets” is one of the 
most significant ways to re-
duce greenhouse gases from the 
agriculture sector. Check out 
Earth Day Network’s campaign 
Foodprints for the Future for 
some plant-based tips.

3 Travel smarter
The transportation sector 
generates the largest share of 

greenhouse gas emissions, ac-
cording to the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency. For every mile 

you don’t drive, you reduce your 
carbon footprint by one pound. 
Flying is also extremely carbon in-
tensive — though it makes up only 
about 2% of global human-caused 
greenhouse gas emissions, its hour-
for-hour carbon footprint for every 
individual is unmatched. (It’s also 
an emitter typically reserved for 
the global elite, raising the issues of 
climate justice and inequality.)

As David Wallace-Wells writes 
in his long-form essay “Uninhab-
itable Earth,” published last year 
in New York Magazine, “Every 
round-trip ticket on flights from 
New York to London, keep in 
mind, costs the Arctic three more 
square meters of ice.” Unlike cars, 
which are slowly transitioning to 
electricity, airplanes are far from 
the transition away from jet fuel.
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4 Register for an Earth Day 
event

The power of mobilization in 
civil society cannot be overstated. 
Just look at the first Earth Day, 
when 20 million individuals came 
together to demand increased pro-
tections for our planet. History was 
made on April 22, 1970, and it’s a 
history that we have marked every 
year since.

The 50th anniversary of Earth 
Day is going to be another historic 
moment. Take your action to the 
next level on Earth Day by joining 
the global EARTHRISE mobili-
zation for our planet on April 22. 
Check out the confirmed events 
for Earth Day 2020 and register 
your own events.

5 Plant a tree
Trees filter the air and stave 
off the effects of climate 

change. Trees also reverse the 
impacts of land degradation; pro-
vide food, energy and income to 
communities; and act as one of the 
world’s most natural carbon sinks.

Check out Earth Day Network’s 
tree-planting campaign, The Can-
opy Project. Each dollar donated 
to The Canopy Project supports 
the planting of one tree, and every 
dollar spent on reforestation 
generates US$2.50 in local down-
stream income and benefits.

6
Participate in a cleanup
Cleanups are a great 
way to see the extent 

of our waste problem. 
Spend 10 minutes cleaning 
up your favorite park and 
discover how much waste 
is right in front of us.

Because our consump-
tion and waste manage-
ment choices know no 
boundaries, cleanups 
can be very diverse, with 
volunteers from any back-
ground, age and country. 
Plus, cleanups are a great 

way to give back to your com-
munity and meet your fellow 
community members. K

  
Learn more about all these ideas 
and how to engage with Earth 
Day by visiting earthday.org.
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PERSPECTIVE: A KIWANIAN
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K
ids need Kiwanis. We say it 
at the start of every Kiwanis 
meeting to reinforce our mis-

sion: “Kiwanis is a global orga-
nization of volunteers dedicated 
to improving the world one child 
and one community at a time.” 

Unfortunately, we fail to recog-
nize the greatest threats to chil-
dren: air and water pollution, glob-
al warming and climate change.

What got me interested in environ-
mental issues?
I can’t remember when environ-
mental issues weren’t important 
to me or my family. Conserving 
resources — water, energy, food, 
etc. — were basic principles. And 
maintaining a clean environment, 
with proper trash disposal/recy-
cling, was mandatory.  

I became a member of the Board 
of Advisors for the Bernard Osher 
Lifelong Learning Program at the 
University of Missouri. I attend 
classes on a variety of topics, 
including several environmental 
classes. It was in these classes that 
I learned that global use of fossil 
fuel energy was causing signifi-
cant greenhouse gas air pollution, 
resulting in climate change.

Why should Kiwanians care?
The 2016 UNICEF Report “Clear 
the Air for Children,” document-

ed that “children are already at 
heightened risk from conflicts, 
crises and the intensifying effects 
of global warming, and air pollu-
tion is yet another threat to their 
wellbeing.” Satellite imagery from 
around the world has revealed:

• 300 million children live in ar-
eas with extremely toxic levels 
of air pollution.

• Approximately 2 billion 
children live in areas where 
pollution levels exceed the 
minimum air quality standards 
set by the World Health Orga-
nization.

• Every year, nearly 600,000 
children under the age of 5 die 
from diseases caused or exac-
erbated by the effects of indoor 
and outdoor air pollution.

• Millions more suffer from re-
spiratory diseases that dimin-
ish their resilience and affect 
their physical and cognitive 
development.

What types of projects or initiatives 
have I and my Kiwanis club under-
taken on the issues of environment 
and climate?
I provide presentations on how 
we can slow climate change and 
accelerate transition to renewable 
energy. We also requested our club 
members calculate their carbon 

footprint and select specific actions 
to reduce it and slow climate 
change. We established a Kiwanis 
Sustainability Committee in 2018 
to educate and encourage Kiwanis 
members to adopt a sustainable 
living lifestyle to support an 
improved environment for our 
children and all future generations. 
We engage with all our Kiwanis 
Service Leadership Programs with 
projects to promote sustainabil-
ity concepts and recycling. We 
eliminated the use of non-recycla-
ble items (plastics and Styrofoam 
plates) at our annual pancake 
breakfast. I also invited the Co-
lumbia Kiwanis Club members to 
participate in teamtrees.org and 
the Arbor Day Foundation goal to 
plant 100 million trees by 2022. I 
provide hundreds of free bare-root 
trees to children and their parents 
each year. I also introduced the 
Arbor Day Foundation Tree Cam-
pus K-12 program to the Colum-
bia Public Schools “to inspire the 
next generation of tree stewards 
through 
experiences 
that bring the 
benefits of 
trees to life 
both inside 
and outside 
the class-
room.” K

The greatest threat
KIDS NEED KIWANIS — AND A THRIVING PLANET ON WHICH TO LIVE.
Story by Jack Meinzenbach, member of the Kiwanis Club of Columbia, Missouri
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— POPE JOHN PAUL II

“The earth will not continue to offer 

its harvest, except with faithful 

stewardship. We cannot say we love the 

land and then take steps to destroy it for 

use by future generations.” 
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— THEODORE ROOSEVELT

“Here is your country. Cherish these natural wonders, cherish 

the natural resources, cherish the history and romance as a 

sacred heritage, for your children and your children’s children. 

Do not let selfish men or greedy interests skin your country of 

its beauty, its riches or its romance.” 
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KIWANIS SERVICE

Projects for a cause 
FOR DECADES, KIWANIS CLUBS AROUND THE WORLD HAVE PERFORMED SERVICE 
PROJECTS TO BENEFIT THE ENVIRONMENT. THESE ARE A FEW OF OUR FAVORITES.

Kiwanis Park in Hagerstown, 
Maryland, is called “a place of 
peace and beauty.” A footbridge 
carries visitors into a different 
world. Instead of the vroom of 
traffic, sparrows chirp. Instead of 
the booming of delivery trucks, 
the meandering Antietam Creek 
gurgles its way toward the Po-
tomac River. Instead of the hum 
of air-conditioning units, butter-
flies quietly flutter among pink 
milkweed blossoms and purple 
coneflowers.

To make this place a reality, 
Kiwanians asked the landowner 

to consider donating a plot along 
the Antietam for creek access. City 
leaders became involved. The soil 
and water conservation district, 
the county’s historical society 
and the watershed alliance also 
joined the partnership, along with 
a group interested in saving the 
declining monarch population.

Today, a former rock path is 
a paved launch, supported by 
a soil-conservation grant and 
designed to withstand Antietam’s 
spring floods. Monarch butterflies 
stop to feed, spin cocoons and 
please camera-toting shutterbugs.

Paradise in suburbia
Maryland Kiwanians build a refuge for butterflies.

During March Water Madness, CKI 
clubs raise money for and awareness 
of the WASH Project, an initiative 
by UNICEF that stands for “water, 
sanitation and hygiene.” UNICEF 
works in more than 100 countries to 
improve water and sanitation ser-
vices and improve hygiene practices.

During one week in March, 
CKI members at the University 
of Houston in Texas distributed 
more than 100 water bottles along 
with information about WASH and 
water scarcity.

The club also started a GoFundMe 
campaign, raising US$155. That in 

turn allowed them to fund enough 
purification tablets to create more 
than 100,000 liters of safe water for 
families in Haiti.

CKI raises funds for clean water.

WASH project
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When members of the Kiwanis 
Young Professionals Club of New 
York City found organizations help-
ing to rebuild homes in The Rock-
aways area of Queens and parts of 
Brooklyn after Superstorm Sandy, 
they jumped in — and so did their 
sponsored CKI and Key Clubs.

Puerto Rican hurricane relief.

Rebuilding home

In Jamaica, the presidents of 
the Kiwanis Club of North St. 
Andrew and the Kiwanis Club of 
Eastern St. Andrew had an idea: 
Create the Climate Change and 
Disaster Risk Mitigation Project 
to get young people involved in 
and raise awareness about climate 
change issues. In 2018, members 
of several CKI, Key Club and 
Builders Clubs were challenged to 

develop a project in their schools 
to reduce the effects of climate 
change based on training they all 
received from experts. The winner 
of the competition was the Half 
Way Tree Primary Builders Club 
for its rooftop garden project. The 
green roof will help absorb rain-
water, provide insulation, create 
a habitat for wildlife and lower 
urban air temperatures.

Putting down roots
School children in Jamaica plant a roof garden.

Thanks to a donation from the Ki-
wanis Club of Greensboro, North 
Carolina, the Kiwanis Nature Play 
Yard connects young people to the 
outdoors. Such play also educates 
children on the importance of 
being kind to Mother Earth, says 
project designer Robin Moore. 
“Hopefully, that leads to an under-
standing of human dependence on 
the natural world, linking that to 
the big picture in terms of global 
climate change and taking care of 
the planet.” 

North Carolina Kiwanians put kids 
in touch with nature.

Perks & Rec
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When the Kiwanis Club of Capilano, 
West Vancouver, British Columbia, 
saw residents rally around the idea of 
planting evergreens in naturally forest-
ed areas of the province, they posed a 
question: Why not plant trees as part 

of a fundraising project? Soon after, the 
Tribute Tree Program began, allowing 
any individual or group to donate a 
planted tree, accompanied by a com-
memorative plaque. To date, more than 
190 trees have been planted.

The Jackson Northwest Kiwanis 
Club in Michigan sponsors the 
Kiwanis Flowering Trees project 
as part of its mission to beautify 
Cascade Falls Park and create a 
tourist attraction. The club has 
planted 115 trees at Cascades since 
the project started in June 2013.

When first- and second-graders 
in Michigan heard about the Zika 
virus through news reports, they 
discussed the issue and the cause 
behind it: mosquito bites. They 
also learned what kills mosquitos: 
bats. So they decided to build bat 
houses — and with a little help 
from the Kiwanis Club of Garden 
City, Michigan, they built 22. The 
students wrote to the mayor and the 
school superintendent and received 
permission to install the houses in 
community parks and on school 
properties. Several Kiwanians pur-
chased houses for themselves. The 
students donated those funds back 
to the Garden City club to support 
future community projects.

Children and young adults with 
disabilities find a haven at the Kevin 
Heinze GROW (Gardening for Rec-
reation, Occupation and Well-being) 
therapy garden. The Kiwanis Club 

of Manningham designed, planted 
and maintains the garden, where 
both volunteers and visitors come to 
not only learn about gardening, but 
also how to grow as people. 

KIWANIS SERVICE

Kiwanians help honors students fight 
mosquito-borne illnesses.

Bat houses

Michigan Kiwanians plant 115  pear 
trees in Cascades Park.

Branching out

Club members better the community and Earth, one tree at a time.

Tribute to trees

Australian Kiwanis club sponsors a therapy garden.

Planting a seed
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Nearly 10 miles of trail in the 
San Francisco Bay area of Cali-
fornia received extra attention 
on Kiwanis One Day when 
the Kiwanis Club of Los Gatos 
worked with the Key Club 
from Los Gatos High School to 
spruce up the walking path. 

The Kiwanis family dedi-

cates many hours to similar 
projects. While the Los Gatos 
club was picking up trash, a 
club in Fredericksburg, Virgin-
ia, cleaned up a river, and the 
Kiwanis Club of Chinatown, 
New York City, New York, 
spruced up sidewalks and 
planted tulip bulbs.

In November 2016, the Chimney Tops 2 
fire consumed 17,140 acres in Gatlinburg, 
Tennessee. More than 2,400 structures were 
destroyed, leaving hundreds of families home-
less. The nearby Kiwanis Club of Sevierville 
immediately jumped into action, forming the 
Kiwanis Wildfire Relief Fund. Then club pres-
ident David Coulter worked with the Boys & 
Girls Club of the Smoky Mountains to identify 
21 families (with a total of 42 children) who 
had lost everything. The Relief Fund helped 
them purchase food, clothes and other basic 
necessities as they began to rebuild their lives.

Young people in California 
help run Fable Farms Ful-
lerton, a farm-to-table space 
hosted by Kiwanis Park. The 
Fullerton Kiwanis Club and the 
Boys & Girls Club of Fullerton 
help students learn about basic 

biology, the importance of 
eating organic foods and how 
to cook healthier meals. After 
growing and harvesting the 
garden’s bounty, the partici-
pants head for the kitchen and 
create culinary magic. 

Kiwanis family clubs focus service on beautification.

One Day cleanup

Farms can grow healthier veggies — and kids.

From farm to table

When wildfires ravaged Gatlinburg, Tennessee, 
Kiwanians heeded the call for help.

Burn notice
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IN THEIR WORDS

— DALAI LAMA

“It is our collective and individual 

responsibility … to preserve and tend 

to the world in which we all live.” 
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— JANE GOODALL

“There is still so much in the world worth 

fighting for. So much that is beautiful, 

so many wonderful people working to 

reverse the harm, to help alleviate the 

suffering. And so many young people 

dedicated to making this a better world. 

All conspiring to inspire us and to give us 

hope that it is not too late to turn things 

around, if we all do our part.”
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PERSPECTIVE: A STUDENT

D
aniel Tanner isn’t very imposing. But 
this past September, when he stood 
at a microphone in front of hun-

dreds of climate activists on the lawn of 
the Indiana Statehouse during the Youth 
Climate Strike, he burst forth with passion 
and commitment to sharing his mission: 
Protect Mother Earth.

Similar student strikes are happen-
ing all over the world, sparked in a big 
way by Greta Thunberg, who gained 
worldwide attention for striking school 
on a Friday to bring attention to climate 
change. Her strike led to the creation 
of FridaysForFuture, a movement that 
began in 2018 and continues to this day 
on Fridays around the world.

Kiwanis magazine caught up with 
Daniel (opposite page), a 15-year-old 
activist and sophomore at Carmel 
High School in Indiana, after the 
strike for a few questions about cli-
mate protests, why today’s youth are 

taking an active role and how we should 
all feel about the future.

Kiwanis magazine: What worries you the 
most about the future of the planet?
What worries me most about the future is 
whether that future exists. The effect of the 
climate crisis affects our planet like train 

Preemptive strike
15-YEAR-OLD DANIEL TANNER HELPS LEAD THE NEXT GENERATION OF ACTIVISTS.
Interview and photos by Kasey Jackson
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cars. With rising sea levels, fluc-
tuating in extreme heat and cold 
and more powerful and destruc-
tive natural disasters, we see a 
chain effect that begins to affect 
our crop yield, air quality and 
overall quality of life. I fear we are 
adding car after car after car, and 
our planet is nearing derailment 
in one big, fiery train wreck. 

Why do you think climate change is 
such a divisive topic?
Short answer: I suppose it is more 
convenient to write it off as a 
hoax. Countless facts and statis-
tics and proof can overwhelm and 
frighten people, although it may 
be warning them and educating 
them on preventing impending 
disaster. These things are affecting 
them in their backyards. Destroy-
ing their homes, their food and 
their futures. To an extent, people 
ignore climate change because of 
the communities it most affects. 
With the jarring effects of colonial-
ism, we see indigenous commu-
nities and communities of color 
being hit hardest, and that is what 
is neglected most. 

If you could talk to every single 
person on the planet and make 
them understand one thing, what 
would it be?
Disaster is inevitable if we do not 
change. Period. This is affecting 
us in more ways and in a closer 
vicinity than most believe, and 
it is destroying black and brown 
communities and communities of 
indigenous people at a dispropor-
tionate level. 
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Why do you believe young people 
will make a change that adults 
haven’t been able to?
The youth are the ones that will 
be most greatly affected and 
burdened. Youth are often more 
open to learning new things and 
more open-minded. We are more 
willing to listen and more willing 
to open our eyes to what is hap-
pening. Going off of “you can’t 
teach an old dog new tricks,” 
oftentimes people are unwilling 
to get out of their old mindsets.

What do you want to do next? 
I want to keep fighting! I want 
to keep planning and organizing 
and fundraising and keeping 
our fight on the minds of both 
energized youth and adults. I 
want to spread the knowledge 
and educate, and I want to lift 
up the voices to the podium of 
the people most directly and 
harshly affected. 

Tell me three things anyone can 
do right now to help protect the 
planet from further harm.

1. Educate yourself and begin 
to educate others. You cannot 
make change if you don’t 
know what you are trying 
to change and how you are 
trying to change it! Addition-
ally, look into sustainability: 
ways to include green and 
healthy changes in your 
life to promote a low-waste 
lifestyle. Buy second-hand, 
utilize public transit and be 
an eco-friendly consumer.

2. Advocate and fight for indig-
enous people. Don’t allow 
yourself to become compla-
cent as their sacred lands are 
being ripped from them and 
the things they depend on 
as necessities are reaped and 
drained and destroyed. Once 
again, educate and speak out, 
but also recognize that these 
voices are truly the lifeblood of 
the climate crisis movement.

3. Call out injustice in your 
communities, families, 

schools and even in the high-
est levels of law and govern-
ment. Like we have seen at 
the recent United Nations 
Youth Climate Summit, the 
painstaking, time-consum-
ing, never-ending fight for 
climate justice is still treated 
as a sensationalized pageant 
biased toward celebrities and 
neglecting the people who 
are truly at the front lines 
of the issue. Keep fighting 
for a healthy and obtainable 
future. K
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“What worries me most 
about the future of the 
planet is whether that 
future exists. The effect of 
the climate crisis affects 
our planet like train cars. 
With rising sea levels, 
fluctuating in extreme 
heat and cold and more 
powerful and destructive 
natural disasters, we see 
a chain effect that begins 
to affect our crop yield, 
air quality and overall 
quality of life.”

About Daniel Tanner

Daniel Tanner organizes events, fund-

raises and works with social media 

and outreach with the Indiana chapter 

of Women’s March Youth Empow-

er, focusing on events surrounding 

many types of civil advocacy and 

social activism, including the climate 

crisis. When one of the organizers 

was unavailable for the Indiana Youth 

Climate Strike, Daniel stepped up and 

was given the opportunity to organize 

and speak at the event. 

PERSPECTIVE: A STUDENT
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KIWANIS HISTORY

E
nvironmental awareness and activism is 
nothing new for Kiwanis.

Kiwanians around the world have long 
been active with projects to clean parks, pro-
vide clean water, recycle and more.

So it isn’t a surprise that “The greening of 
the globe” was the cover headline for the 
January 1991 issue of Kiwanis magazine. In 
that issue, the topic of saving the planet was 
in the forefront, with mentions of several 
noteworthy Kiwanis projects.

Kiwanians in Washington kept a two-mile 
stretch of Puget Sound beach spotless by 
clearing trash, glass, paper and aluminum 
from the sand.

In Palo Alto, California, Kiwanians collect-
ed aluminum cans for recycling, and passed 
on the cash to a group in need.

Hurstbourne, Kentucky, Kiwanians plant-
ed more than 1,000 trees.

A snow-warrior Kiwanian in New York 
raised money for the Nature Conservancy 
during his attempt to win the 1991 Iditarod 

Trail Sled Dog Race in Alaska. The money 
he raised was used to protect lands that 
harbor rare plant and animal life.

The list goes on and on of what these Kiwa-
nians in the United States — and Kiwanians 
all over the world — were doing at the time 
… and are still doing now to save the planet. 

Here’s an excerpt from that issue.

“Enough already. It’s painfully obvious 
that Earth, cities and even backyards are in 
a state of environmental chaos. Anyone who 
has glanced at a headline or flipped through 
TV channels lately knows this.

Like a mother hounding her children to 
clean their rooms, today Mother Nature is 
cajoling humans to clean up their ‘room.’ 
And everyone who lives in that space is 
responsible for its upkeep, and Kiwanis is 
no exception.”

— Taken from the article “Helping hands clean 
up Earth,” by Andrew McLaughlin

Helping hands clean up Earth
A KIWANIS MAGAZINE ARTICLE FROM THE ARCHIVES.
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Tech support 
TWO INDIANA KIWANIANS ‘SPEAK GEEK’ AT IDEA CO-OP.

Story by Julie Saetre • photos by Curtis Billue

D
on Hoffman and Scott Kleine 
are both retired. But like 
many Kiwanians, they aren’t 

about to slow down. So when Jill 
Snyder visited their Greenfield, 
Indiana, Kiwanis Club with a 
new opportunity, they immedi-
ately jumped at the chance.

Snyder was representing Idea 
Co-op, a new collaborative, tech-
nology-based co-working center 
and maker space sponsored by 
her employer, NineStar Connect. 

“I was interested in finding a 
place for entrepreneurs to start 

up, as well as teaching program-
ming classes,” she says. 

After her presentation, Hoff-
man and Kleine approached 
Snyder and offered to volunteer.

“Don even said, ‘I don’t care 
if it’s watering flowers. I want 
to find a way to be involved in 
Idea Co-op.’ I’m like, ‘How soon 
can you start?’ Ever since then, 
those two gentlemen have been 
two of three ‘senior interns.’ And 
they’ve just been wonderful.”

One of the interns’ key duties 
involves assisting Snyder with the 

Coder Dojo program, monthly 
introductory programming classes 
for young people ages 7 to 17. Idea 
Co-op partners with TechPoint, 
a nonprofit technology organiza-
tion that provides instructors. The 
interns help with logistics: logging 
in class members, providing name 
badges and permission forms and 
circulating through the classroom 
to assist when necessary.

“We have kids come in and 
literally within 30 minutes, 
they’re coding,” says Snyder. “I 
was under the impression that 

the schools were doing more 
of this type of teaching, but 
they really aren’t. So I’m very 
passionate about introducing 
these kids to this opportuni-
ty, because (programming) 
jobs are high-paying jobs. 
They’re quality jobs.”

The interns also work with 
and teach others to operate 
a laser cutter and a plasma 
cutter, among other tasks. 
Kleine, a former industrial 
arts teacher, has ample expe-
rience building midget cars, 
sprint cars and other drag-
sters, including a land speed 
racer that has set records at 
the Bonneville Salt Flats in 
Utah. His senior internship 
allows him to stay up-to-date 
with modern tech.
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“Technology changes so fast 
and things update so quickly — 
that’s what keeps me moving for-
ward,” he says. “I enjoy that part 
of it. Plus there are some great 
people here. You’re around cre-
ative people, rather than sitting 
there reading books or sitting 
at home or mowing the grass. It 
stimulates the mind.”

Hoffman and Kleine also are 
becoming proficient at using the 
Co-op’s 3D printer and teaching 
others to do the same. They pitch 

in with a variety of other hands-
on projects, from distributing 
T-shirts during special events to 
hanging acoustic tiles in a pod-
cast room.

“I like the atmosphere,” says 
Hoffman. “If I want to talk about 
golf, I’ve got 20 buddies who will 
talk about golf. If I want to talk 
about the (Indianapolis) Colts, I 
can talk to 20 different people. 
But if I want to speak geek, I don’t 
know any geeks. None of my 
friends are this kind of geek.” K

“We have kids 
come in and 
literally within 
30 minutes, 
they’re coding. 
I was under the 
impression that the 
schools were doing 
more of this type of 
teaching, but they 
really aren’t.”
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G
iving a meal to those without 
is a noble way to provide for 
a community. The Kiwanis 

Club of Owen Sound in Ontario, 
Canada, took things further by 
donating an entire kitchen.

The 55-person club donated 
CA$100,000 to the Owen Sound 
Hunger and Relief Effort (OS-
HaRE), a local nonprofit that 
recently moved to a larger space. 

“The OSHaRE organization 
offers one evening meal per 
night, Monday through Friday, 
to people in need,” says Presi-
dent Michelle Kobryn. “They are 
supported by volunteers, funded 
through donations and are an 

appreciated part of our city.”
OSHaRE’s move — along with 

the new, industrial-grade cook-
ing equipment purchased by the 
club — allows the organization to 
serve more people. Specifically, 
the commercial-grade kitchen 
improves the ability to keep 
food fresher, to more efficiently 
prepare larger quantities of food 
and to better serve and clean up 
after meals.  

“Many of our members already 
volunteered at OSHaRE once a 
month. Through their service, 
they have seen firsthand what it 
means for a parent or caregiver to 
be able to enjoy a meal with their 

children in a safe and nonjudg-
mental space,” says Kobryn. 

She adds that such donations 
allow OSHaRE leadership to 
focus more on delivering services 
versus fundraising. And this par-
ticular one also fosters a meaning-
ful relationship between OSHaRE 
and the club, and between the 
club and the community. 

For a single nonprofit to raise 
CA$100,000 is no small feat. The 
club was able to do so through 
several long-standing fundraisers, 
many of which are beloved by the 
community. It owns and operates 
a campground that provides a 
base level of annual donations. 
This year also will mark the club’s 
70th year selling Christmas trees, 
its 75th year of operating the San-
ta Claus Parade and its 81st year 
running a local music festival.

“The OSHaRE donation was 
one of nine we announced this 
year, representing a total of over 
CA$150,000 for the year,” Kobryn 
says. “It takes all of our mem-
bership to reach totals like this 
year over year, and the consistent 
thread that runs through our 
membership is community-mind-
edness. We try to be active and 
present in as many ways as we 
can so that our capacity to give 
back gets even stronger.” K

Feeding families   
AN ONTARIO CLUB HELPS FEED THE HUNGRY 
WITH A STATE-OF-THE ART KITCHEN.

Story by Wendy Rose Gould
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T
he National Institute on Alco-
hol Abuse and Alcoholism re-
ports that alcohol is the most 

widely used substance of abuse 
among young people in the 
United States. And when young 
people drink, they consume more 
than 90% of that alcohol through 
binge drinking 
— consuming a 
lot of alcohol in 
a short amount 
of time.

A 2018 
University 
of Michigan 
study showed 
an alarming 
increase in 
the number of 
young people 
who try vaping 
— a habit that 
has led to doz-
ens of deaths in 
the United States alone.

Key Clubbers in Maine and 
New York decided to take action 
to reverse these trends. 

On New Year’s Eve, members 
of the Nokomis Regional High 
Key Club in Newport, Maine, 
took a (sticker) shock-inducing 
approach to prevent teen alcohol 
use. They visited three liquor 
stores to place bright-orange 

stickers on alcohol cases on 
shelves, in coolers and in stock-
rooms.

The urgent message: Buying 
alcohol for minors is illegal and 
could result in a fine of up to 
US$2,000 or a year in jail.

The “Sticker Shock” program 

was coordinated through the 
Drug Free Communities Project 
at Northern Light Sebasticook 
Valley Hospital, where Jessica 
Ouellette is a program manager. 
Ouellette also is the president 
of the Key Club’s sponsor, the 
Greater Pittsfield Area Kiwanis 
Club in Maine.

The program hits home in the 
club’s rural area, where teens 

experiment with alcohol due to a 
lack of engaging activities, says 
Key Club advisor Robert Kreider. 
A 2017 survey of two area high 
schools showed that 19% of 
students drank in the past 30 
days, and 56% had easy access to 
alcohol. Key Clubbers joined the 

“Sticker Shock” 
effort to incite 
change, he says.

“If they see 
kids their age 
participating 
in programs 
like this, it may 
make them 
think twice.”

Vaping, 
meanwhile, 
presents a more 
recent threat. 
North Shore 
High School 
Key Club mem-

bers in Glen Head, New York, 
learned that middle schoolers 
in their community are using 
electronic cigarettes intended for 
adults.

In response, Julia Salat, Key 
Club advisor and member of 
the sponsoring Kiwanis Club 
of North Shore, Long Island, 
helped students create a pre-
sentation about vaping for their 

For adults only   
KEY CLUBS IN MAINE AND NEW YORK CAUTION AGAINST UNDERAGE SUBSTANCE USE.

Story by Lydia Johnson
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Major Emphasis project. Fifty-six 
members devoted 1,000 hours 
to completing the presentation, 
including sourcing facts, writing 
scripts and videography. In each 
presentation, teen hosts share a 
slideshow detailing vaping facts, 
health risks and vaping-related 
illnesses.

Since November, Key Clubbers 
have presented the program to 
middle and high school students 
and adults in Kiwanis family 
organizations. A YouTube video 
of the presentation is featured on 
the high school’s website.

The goal, says Salat, is encour-
aging better decision-making.

“We’re hoping that with edu-
cation, we’ll be able to make a 
difference with our project.” K

BIRTHDAYS

100TH — 1920
Opelika, Alabama, May 6
Moline, Illinois, May 7
Amarillo, Texas, May 12
Ashland, Kentucky, May 12
Kokomo, Indiana, May 13
Fort Dodge, Iowa, May 14
Oakland, California, May 15
Joplin, Missouri, May 17
Rocky Mount, North Carolina, May 18
Clarksville, Tennessee, May 18
Warren, Ohio, May 20
Lincoln, Illinois, May 22
High Point, North Carolina, May 24
Pekin, Illinois, May 24
Gallup, New Mexico, May 26
Plainview, Texas, May 28

75TH — 1945
Texas City, Texas, May 2
Angier, North Carolina, May 3
Cleburne, Texas, May 14
Pittsburg, Texas, May 17
Osceola, Arkansas, May 17
Orangeburg, South Carolina, May 21
Princeton-Sharonville, Ohio, May 24

50TH — 1970
Lübeck, Germany, May 28
Reykjavik-Esja, Iceland, May 28
Karlskoga, Sweden, May 29
Pasay City, Philippines, May 29

25TH — 1995
Owerri, Nigeria, May 2
Mitchellville, Maryland, May 6
Bayshore Community, East Palo Alto, 
California, May 23
Belgrade, Montana, May 25
Lung Kang, Taoyuan Hsien, Taiwan, 
May 26
Sanary-Le Beausset Joséphine Baker, 
France, May 30
Mount Olive Township, New Jersey, 
May 31

These clubs will celebrate their 100th, 75th, 50th and 25th anniversaries in May 2020.
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7-Night Bahamas
Oasis of the Seas 
Departing on October 18, 2020 
from  Bayonne, NJ
Starting at $579*

Bonus Amenities:
• $50 Onboard Credit
• Onboard Value Book (Up to $400 in savings)

Receive a 3% Vacation Reward and monthly 
exclusive offers.  

Now you can take advantage of special group 
pricing on these exciting cruise adventures 
negotiated just for Kiwanis club members, 
friends and family.  

Along with special low fares, you will also 
receive bonus amenities, plus special added 
incentives such as free drink packages, specialty 
dining and even shore excursion credits.

Introducing...
VACATION REWARDS FOR KIWANIS CLUB MEMBERS

Get a 3% Vacation Reward on Cruises, Resorts & Escorted Tours

Norwegian Bliss
7-Night Alaska
Departing May 22, 2021 
from Seattle, WA
Starting at $1793*

Bonus Amenities:
• Ultimate Beverage Package ($700 value)
• Free Specialty Dining ($160 value)
• $50 (USD) per port shore excursion credit
• Free Wi-Fi ($130 value)
• $100 Onboard Credit

7-Night Mexican Riviera
Carnival Panorama
Departing on September 18, 2021 
from Los Angeles, CA
Starting at $738

Bonus Amenities:
$100 Onboard Credit

7-Night Caribbean
Norwegian Getaway
Departing January 23, 2021 
from Miami, FL
Starting at $790*

Bonus Amenities: 
• Ultimate Beverage Package ($700 value)
• Free Specialty Dining ($160 value)
• $50 (USD) per port shore excursion credit
• Free Wi-Fi ($130 value)
• $100 Onboard Credit

(888) 206 4174 
kiwanis.cruiseandvacationdesk.com 

Exclusive Vacation Packages

These exclusive trips will book quickly, 
call today for more information!

*Cruise prices are per person and do not include mandatory government taxes and fees.  Space is limited so reserve early for best selection.  On Norwegian Cruise Line, beverage and dining package surcharges 
are NOT included in pricing and will be added at time of deposit.

& many more!
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Happy Earth Day 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE. CELEBRATE EARTH DAY EVERY DAY.

THAN EVER.

ELIM ad full page.indd   1

Celebrate 50 years of Earth Day as Kiwanis clubs do their part to make the world a better 
place. From park and beach cleanups to tree-planting, recycling and bike-ride programs,   
Kiwanians are showing younger generations how to take care of our neighborhoods 
and, ultimately, be more mindful of our impact on the planet.  

Illustration by Curtis Billue
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We’ve saved so many lives already. Now, the 
crucial part: reaching mothers and babies in some 
of the world’s most dangerous areas. Don’t rest — 
this is the critical moment. Help eliminate MNT 
from the face of the Earth.

Kiwanis.org/TheEliminateProject

NOW IT 
MATTERS 
MORE 
THAN EVER.
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Kiwanis Intl. 3636 Woodview Tr. Indianapolis, IN 46268-3196 USA

ELECTRONIC SERVICE REQUESTED

WHAT’S YOUR STORY?
If your club has a success story, simply 
email a summary and a few photos 
to shareyourstory@kiwanis.org to be 
considered for possible future use in 
Kiwanis International publications.

READ KIWANIS 
MAGAZINE 
ONLINE

Enjoy the inspiring stories you love from 
Kiwanis magazine, plus added content, 
slideshows and video.

Visit kiwanismagazine.org to read 
about great Kiwanis projects, and then 

share those stories and photos via social media 
buttons for Facebook, Twitter and Instagram 
found right on the page. It’s that easy. 

When you read something you love, pass it on. 

#kidsneedkiwanis #kiwanis
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