GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE
Governor Russ Williamson
My year is now half over, and I must say I have enjoyed every moment of it. Our Mid-Year
Conference was a great success! The workshops were very informative. A big THANKS
to everyone that helped make Mid-Year a wonderful event. The 121 Kiwanis members
that attended would agree that all had a great time with lots of fellowship. I personally
enjoyed all that I had a chance to meet and chat with and, as always, I learned a lot. We
are working hard on the District Convention in Bowling Green. Lots of planning is going
into making it a great convention for everyone. Division 14 will be the host and they
promise to go all out to make this year one to remember.
Your lieutenant governors are working hard to keep you informed as to what is going on in the Kiwanis
world with all the changes. Communications is a vital part of our success in helping the kids of this world.
As a district we must grow in membership and clubs to go forward in this quest to help others. After all,
saving the world one child and one community at a time is what we are all about. If each of us can make
a difference as an individual, just think what we can do as many individuals working together. I urge each
one of you to communicate with other clubs to get new ideas and learn ways to help. Please keep up the
great work and giving attitude that we as Kiwanians are known for, worldwide.
As you have heard, our Kentucky-Tennessee Foundation has made changes. Please contact your
lieutenant governor to learn about those changes. Remember to give annually to The Foundation so that
they can give more back to your club projects. Speaking of the Foundation, the Kiwanis International
Children’s Fund needs your help too. We as a district get a percentage back from the Children’s Fund to
be used for the district project. This year we are hoping to give to the Amtryke project. More related
information we be available soon.
I am going to try visiting as many clubs as possible during the second half of my year. Feel free to contact
me or the office if you have an event that you would like me to attend. I would love to help with service
projects and fund raisers. I really enjoy the time I have spent with clubs and I have enjoyed meeting all
the wonderful members during those visits.
I am very proud to be part of the Kentucky Tennessee District of Kiwanis!!
Russ
Russell Williamson
Kentucky-Tennessee Governor
2018/2019

1

Call for Candidates Vice-Governor 2019-2020
For all K-T Kiwanians who plan to be a candidate for the 2019-2020 Kentucky-Tennessee vice governor,
a signed agreement must be submitted to the Kiwanis District Office from each candidate by May 1,
2019. Along with the agreement, a biographical form and a photo must be sent. Please contact the
District Office for the appropriate forms.

FROM THE EDITOR
Don Ritter
Before discussing the recent Mid-Year Conference, I want to take this opportunity to discuss the
KT Notes. I feel that what I want to say is important enough to write in red, bold print so
it will catch your attention.
I take special pride in this issue because it most especially does what our newsletter
should do – it tells about one piece of the history of the KT District. Other issues do that
too, but they often do not tell what is going on in YOUR part of the district. Please DO
NOT ask me to write your articles for you as a result of reading the great club bulletins
you send, and I do enjoy reading them. Please DO use your information in your bulletin
and information from other sources to write articles, and then send them to me. If you are
concerned about how well you write, dismiss that concern. I read and, when necessary,
edit every article that goes into the KT Notes. Let us hear from you. We want your district
newsletter, the KT Notes, to represent what is happening in all parts of our great
Kentucky-Tennessee District (and that includes those parts of Virginia and Georgia that
are part of our district) so that in years to come, future Kiwanians can know the history of
their district by reading theKT Notes you and I write today. Thanks for reading these
comments.
And now a few words about the conference. Approximately 120 Kiwanians attended the February 15 and
16, 2019 Mid-Year Conference in Alcoa, Tennessee. Governor Russ and others should be complimented
for the quality of the agenda and for encouraging leaders in presenting high quality workshops where
Kiwanians could share and exchange ideas for improved Kiwanis experiences throughout the district.
Interclub awards and awards for distinguished clubs were presented. There was a Friday evening
Governors Banquet and a Saturday Luncheon. Kiwanis International staff member Rhonda Vrell came to
be with us and she encouraged Kiwanis leaders to mentor others to consider assuming leadership roles.
Meredith Taylor, also from Kiwanis International, came to give support those to instructors teaching CLE
classes. Circle K Governor, Emily Fox, and Key Club Governor Emily Howard each addressed the
conference. It was announced that the 2019 August District Convention will be held in Bowling Green,
KY. Past Governor Leigh Chagnon announced that he would be a candidate for International Trustee at
the Kiwanis International Convention this summer in Orlando. It was unquestionably a successful MidYear Conference.
.
One of the presenters for the SLP workshop was Steve Phillips. For those of you who have not yet had
an opportunity to know Steve, we urge you to take the opportunity to get to know him as soon as
possible. After you read what is written next, you will understand why we make that suggestion.
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT ON
Steve Phillips
Steve Phillips is a Flintstone, Georgia CVS pharmacist and a
Chattanooga, North Georgia man. He was born there (in Chattanooga),
went to high school there (Rossville, Georgia) and has lived there his
entire life. Well, almost his entire life. He did leave to attend the
University of Georgia College Of Pharmacy and later to be an intern in
preparation for his profession.
This Kentucky-Tennessee Kiwanis Key Club Administrator, is a most
capable, dedicated, yet humble Kiwanian. He is a spiritual man who
loves pharmacy because of the direct interaction he has with so many
people each day. Young people of all ages are important to him, but he is especially devoted to high
school students and to Key Clubbers in particular. This piece is an attempt to describe how he became
that person we KT Kiwanians know today.
Steve is man who loves and respects his family. He was an only child. His father, David, worked in a
factory after he returned home from World War II. It was during the war that he was captured at the
battle of Anzio and was held as a prisoner of war in Germany. Steve’s mother, Elizabeth was a secretary
in that factory which was where his parents met. Steve says the two best pieces of advice he ever
received came from his parents. His dad told him, “If you do what you were supposed to do that is good.
But, don't expect any praise for just doing what you are supposed to do. Anything less is unacceptable. If
you want to be noticed or praised, you have to do at least a little something extra." His mom's advice was
simple, “Always be nice to everyone. If you can’t do anything else you can be nice.”
This Kiwanian met his wife-to-be when she went to the pharmacy where he worked, later saw his picture
in the paper, and with the urging of her mom, went back to the pharmacy to see if he was the one in the
picture. He said it was, asked her out on a date for the next weekend, she said yes, and the rest is
history. He and Karen have been married nearly 40 years. Karen was a teacher for the first three years
of their marriage. According to Steve, she decided something had to go: “teaching” or Steve. Steve says
it was a tough decision for her, but he won out and he says Karen is the best person he has ever known.
She is now a published free-lance writer specializing in poetry and memoirs. She holds the title of Key
Club “District Mom” (with a name badge to prove it) and shares his involvement with Key Clubbers who,
with great respect, affectionately call her “Mom.” Steve and Karen have three children. Emily is a stayat-home mom who lives with her husband and two children in Knoxville. Eric has a newborn child and is
in the entertainment profession in Atlanta. Cherie is really a former Key Clubber who they feel fortunate
to consider their child. Cherie came to live with Steve and Karen while she was in college. They were a
third set of parents at her wedding and consider themselves to be grandparents to her four children.
This man’s love for Key Club began while he was in high school where his parents encouraged him to
study and be a good student (while during his summers he worked for a land surveyor), was invited to
join Beta Club (an invitation he accepted), joined the Allied Medical Careers Club, and played football.
He also joined Key Club and became “hooked” when as a sophomore he was put in charge of the club’s
Christmas project. Purchasing and distributing toys and food for needy families opened his eyes to the
fact that there were many needs right there in his community. It taught him that even as a high school
student, he and his friends could make a difference and could do something to help others.
Steve attributes who he is and what he does to the influence of his parents and
others. Many people touched his life. An uncle who was a pharmacist
influenced him to choose pharmacy as a profession. One man he regards as a
hero and mentor is Downtown Knoxville Kiwanian Ira Gladson.
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT ON
Steve Phillips Continued
Ira was a Key Club advisor when Steve was in Key Club and still works with Key Club. According to
Steve, “Mr. Gladson taught me and showed me how to truly care about and help students. Mr. Gladson
may not know it, but he has mentored me all of my adult life, and he continues to mentor me.” He also
credits his Key Club Faculty Advisor, the late Larry Waite for the positive impact he had on his life, and
for giving him confidence. In later years Ira inspired him to join Kiwanis and Larry Waite sponsored him.
Steve says he is thankful for, and constantly inspired by, the other members of the KT District Kiwanis
Key Club Committee: Eugene Harrell, Carolyn Hamilton, Bob Hillhouse, Jim Hughson, Doug McGuire,
Michael Hicks, and Charles Harrington. He calls them his Key Club Family. Steve loves the 1946 classic
movie, It's a Wonderful Life, in which Clarence the apprentice angel sums up the main lesson of the
movie – “the importance of the common man” -- when he says, “Isn't it amazing how one life touches so
many others without ever realizing it?" Steve says that is why it is important that we work with young
people, spend time with them, and give them opportunities. We may never know the influence we might
have on them.
Our KT Key Club Administrator is active in a number of ways. Joining Kiwanis in 1977 he soon revealed
his leadership potential, serving two terms as club president and then serving his Division as lieutenant
governor. He began his involvement with the KT District Key Club by becoming a member of the Kiwanis
Committee on Key Clubs in 1985 as a Zone Chair. In 1987 he became Assistant Key Club Administrator.
In 2003 he became District Administrator when Ira Gladson retired. It’s a job he likes and he plans to
continue as long as the district will allow him to stay on the job.
Responding to an inquiry about unusual experiences, he revealed that many people have attempted to
get him to fill illegal prescriptions. He modestly revealed that he denied their efforts by treating them with
love and understanding. He said that it is important that he complies with the pharmacist code of ethics
requiring him to follow the laws and to look after the patient's health and safety. Steve went on to reveal
one other experience. He and Karen lost a child and with that experience found out they could not have
children. So, badly wanting children, they adopted their son and daughter, giving them a family they
could love and care for.
A third experience was his saddest childhood memory. This was an event that occurred when he was
nine years old -- the assassination of John F. Kennedy. He described that tragedy as his loss of
innocence and he spent much time contemplating it and wondering why it happened.
Steve says his faith is the foundation of his life. He is active in his church and was a Sunday School
teacher for many years. Although he is committed to a particular denomination, he views himself as an
ecumenical person.
He would like to retire from full-time pharmacy at age 67. He is thankful for his family, friends, career, and
for the opportunity to work with Key Club and young people. In his perfect world, when he retires, he
would spend more time with his family, more time working with Key Club, and more time traveling,
especially to his favorite vacation spot – Disney World. He would also like to make another trip to
Europe.
It is clear that our Kiwanian friend has many years left to continue dedicating his time to his community
and to young people especially those in Key Club. Steve Phillips has proven himself to be the man for
that job and we wish him well as he continues serving those young people and the Kentucky-Tennessee
District of Kiwanis. 
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SHE GAVE NINE YEARS OF KIWANIS SERVICE
Notice the relaxed, happy expression on Donna Ratliff’s face in this
picture. The picture was taken right after it was announced that
this lady, who served as lieutenant governor of her Division for nine
years, finally has a replacement (notice we didn’t say she could be
replaced). After nine years Donna will receive a well-deserved rest
from that responsibility and we should all thank her for the sacrifice
of her time as she willingly served her Division as a long-time
lieutenant governor. Thanks, Donna, for those nine great years!!!

JUST FOR LAUGHS
A THOUGHT FOR COLD WINTERY DAYS
On a bitterly cold winter morning a husband and wife in Dublin were listening to the radio during
breakfast. They heard the announcer say, “We are going to have 8 to 10 inches of snow today.
You must park your car on the even-numbered side of the street so the
snow ploughs can get through.” So the good wife went out and moved
her car.
A week later they were eating breakfast and the radio announcer said,
“We are expecting 10 to 12 inches of snow today. You must park your
car on the odd numbered side of the street, so the snow ploughs can
get through.” The good wife went out and moved her car again.
The next week they were again having breakfast, when the radio
announcer said, “We are expecting 12 to 14 inches of snow today. You
must park ––––." Then the electricity went out.
The good wife was very upset, and with a worried look on her face she
said, “I don't know what to do. Which side of the street do I need to
park on so the snow plows can get through?”
Then with love and understanding in his voice the husband replied,
“Why don't you just leave the car in the garage this time.”
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Welcome New Members

East Brainerd,
Chattanooga

Ashland
Sarah
Rose

Louisville

Ashland-Breakfast
Bill Boblett
Kristen
Wilburn

East Greenup
County

Bullitt County

Elizabethton

Madisonville, TN

Bruce
Johnson

Hobart
Adams

Heath
Duncan

Adrian Clark
Mark Denno

Nellie
Middleton

Mount Sterling
Mary
Breiner
Sheila
Enoch
Melissa
Smith

Franklin
County

Cleveland
Eva
Van Hook
Justin
Thomas

Paducah

Patrick
Brumley

Paintsville

Robert Allen
Donna
Frazier

Paris

Michelle
Faulconer

Pikeville

Matthew Day

Madisonville, KY

Frankfort
Carter County

Andrew
Cochran
Melissa
Blevins

Michelle
Campbell
Jarrod
McCarthy

Scott Hill
Josh Rule

Chattanooga

Owensboro
Samuel
Cowan
Janet
Thomson

Cody Harvey
James
Young

Tessa Taylor
Glasgow

Robert
Bunnell
Mt. Juliet

Greater Martin
County

Graham
Mattes
Cassy
Thompson

Janet Copley
Kevin Crum
Michael
Crum

Corbin

Powell
County
Putnam
County

Matthew
Abney
Lindsay
McReynolds

Rockcastle
County

Jane Venters

Salyersville

Jody Hale

Sevierville

Marlo Yarnall

Nashville
Andrea
Brooks

Ethan
Cooper
Kimberly
Hamilton
John Kniss
Darrick
O' Dell

Hardin County
Lindsey
Keith Alicna

Covington-Kenton
Miranda
Cox

Jessamine County
Burton Ladd
Newport

Lebanon
Selene
Pope

Melynda
Bounds
Monica
Bishop
Veronica
Mallicoat
Derrek
Paschall

Danville
Krista
Rinehart
Susan
Parks
Lexington
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Tracey
Chouch
Jeryd Flynn

Amy Dunn
Gregory
Norris
Wanda
Wolfe
OoltewahCollegedale

Cheryl
Williams
Lindy
Williams

Shelbyville, KY
Jennifer
Moore
Republic
Bank & Trust
Spring Hill &
Thompson's
Station

Kari Franklin
Stephen
Gibson
Jeffrey
Kochy

Tellico VillageLoudon
Thomas
Findley
Joanne
Meyer
Kevin Meyer
Tullahoma

Jim
McKinney

DOLLS: THE FIRST LADY PROJECT
First Lady Lisa introduced her First Lady Project in Alcoa and many
Mid-Year Conference Kiwanians, spouses, and friends helped her.
These pictures show some of those Kiwanians, Circle K students and
others. The purpose of the project is to show examples of what
Kiwanis stands for while helping children.
The pattern and materials acquired through Kiwanis International
were cut and prepared by First Lady Lisa’s “helpers” to be made into
dolls which are to be distributed by Kiwanis clubs throughout the
district to hospitals, especially children’s hospitals. The pattern and
instructions were provided by the Kiwanis Club of Burnside in South
Australia. Only the pattern came from Kiwanis International. Clubs
buy their own fabric and stuffing for the dolls.
Being in the hospital can be an overwhelming experience for a child. The Kiwanis Dolls can
help. Children can draw on the dolls distracting them from discomfort and boredom. Soft
squeezable dolls can be a comfort to anxious children. They can serve for the purpose of
communication. For example, drawing on the doll’s face can demonstrate fear and unhappiness
felt by the child; the child can mark on the doll the location of the pain and injury they are feeling.
Medical personnel can use the dolls to show their patient what will happen during the medical
procedure. Upon release from the hospital, each child may keep his or her doll as a positive
reminder of his/her hospital visit.
First Lady Lisa is to be commended for her First Lady Project choice. It will provide positive
experiences for many children, and we are all encouraged to do our part in disseminating
the dolls to hospitalized children in our Kentucky-Tennessee communities.

7
Past Governor Glen Kleine with Circle K members

Jesse Justice
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Ira Gladson, Dottie Mann

Eugene Harrell

Elizabeth
Morgan

Nick Beck
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Past Governor Bob Brinkmann and Friends

Vice Governor David Coulter and Louise
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First Lady’s Project 2019
Purpose of Project: To produce an in person example of what Kiwanis stands
for while helping children.
What to do: Plan a service project at your local hospital, preferably a
children’s hospital.
Involve as many members as possible and show up in Kiwanis attire.

Start date October 1, 2018
End date June 30, 2019.
How to enter:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Plan your Project
Pick your location
Round up your Kiwanis Club Members and record participants names.
Take a snapshot of members at event. Make sure you wear Kiwanis attire!
Write a summary of the event (100 words or less).
At the end of your event(s) send snapshot, summary, number of service hours, and
number of participants to your lieutenant governor and the district office.
Electronic or mail submissions are accepted.

Recognition of club accomplishment will be made at District Convention in 2019

Bowling Green Kiwanians eating, drinking lemonade, and planning to host the August convention.
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KY-TN CLUB CLINIC
How do we hold a club election?
It’s time for club elections. What do we do next? First look at your club by-laws for
information about your club. After the election, your secretary must report information on
your club dashboard. Call the office for help if needed.

ARTICLE 3:
3.3 One meeting each year between January 1 and May 15 will be designated as the annual
meeting for club elections. At least 30 days previous notice of the annual meeting must be given
ARTICLE 5. ELECTIONS AND VACANCIES
5.1 Each officer and director (and nominees for same) must be a member in good standing with
this club. Any qualified, consenting member may be nominated either in advance or from the
floor, according to club policy.
5.2 The immediate past president is the most recent president willing and able to serve. The
secretary may be either appointed or elected, as provided in club policy. All other officers and
directors, including the secretary unless he/she is appointed, will be elected at the club’s annual
meeting by a majority vote, following a process provided in club policy.
5.3 The president, immediate past president, president-elect, treasurer, secretary, and vice
president(s), (if any) will serve one-year or two-year terms as provided in club policy, beginning
October 1 of each year. Directors may serve up to three-year terms, as provided in club policy,
with each term beginning October 1 after election.
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Past Governor Dale Hawkins and Governor- Elect Kendra Skidmore

Past Governor Leigh Chagnon and Past First Lady Linda

YOUR DISTRICT SECRETARY'S CORNER
Important – It’s time for club elections – File your results on line by June 1. Please report both
president and secretary with email and phone. If your club does not know how to file, call the
district office and we will help you file.
File your monthly reports. All the information is collected for your annual report at the end of the
year.
Watch for information from your lieutenant governor-elect for CLE training this summer.
Make sure all new members participate in a new member orientation.
Send to Kiwanis International the new member fee of $60.00 when you add the member to your
club – Don’t Wait – send immediately.
Fran
Call for Resolutions and Amendments
District By-laws state that proposed amendments shall be received by the District Secretary at least 60
days prior to the district convention. Please submit any amendments or resolutions to the District Office
by June 11, 2019.
Call for Convention
Pursuant to Article VI, Section 3, of the District Bylaws, this is a call to each chartered club to the annual
district convention to be held August 23-25, 2019 in Bowling Green, KY.
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Interclub Award Winners

Key Club Governor Emily Howard

Circle K Governor Emily Fox

Kiwanis International Meredith Taylor and Rhonda Vrell
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District Contests at a Glance
Brochure Contest
Each Kiwanis Club in the Kentucky-Tennessee District is encouraged to produce a club brochure. A highquality club brochure is invaluable member recruitment and public relations tool and every club is encouraged to
have one. The K-T District will sponsor a club brochure contest for the 2018-2019 Kiwanis year. First and Second
place winners will receive awards.
For more information see Brochure Contest at ktkiwanian.org

Newsletter Contest
Each KY-TN Kiwanis club is encouraged to send a club newsletter to their members as a source of Kiwanis
communication. First and second place winners will be awarded.
For more information see Newsletter Contest at ktkiwanian.org

Memory Book Contest
The purpose of this contest seeks to encourage all Kiwanis Clubs to keep a Memory Book to preserve a
permanent record of club activities. First and Second Place patch will be awarded in each of the following groups of
clubs for digital and paper formats.
For more information see Memory Book Contest at ktkiwanian.org

Administrative Excellence Award
This award is for all clubs in good standing and is announced each year by the District Secretary/Treasurer
at the District Convention. A special banner and date patch is awarded for the first year and updated annually with
date patch for the winning year.
For more information see Administrative Excellence Award at ktkiwanian.org

Inter-Club Award
The purpose of the Inter-Club is to promote interaction between clubs to enhance fellowship and service. To
encourage Inter-Clubbing, and to recognize clubs actively participating.
For more information see Inter- Club Award at ktkiwanian.org
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Key Club Governor Emily Howard, KY-TN Governor Russ Williamson, Circle K Governor Emily Fox

Governor Russ Williamson and First Lady Lisa
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Past Governor David Olinger and First Lady Betty
With granddaughter, Jalia

Dates to Remember
Events

April 12-13, 2019
Lieutenant Governor Training
Cumberland Falls State Park

August 23-25, 2019
District Convention
Bowling Green, Kentucky

June 27-30, 2019
International Convention
Walt Disney World Resort, Florida
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CLUB STRENGTHENING: STEP-BY-STEP
Want to increase your membership? Here are 12 steps to excite your members, impress your prospects,
and enhance everyone’s Kiwanis experience.
Make your purpose known. Create a vision with your club and mention it in every meeting, newsletter,
news release, fundraising ticket, and advertisement.
Remind them often. At every meeting ask, “Who have you invited to come to Kiwanis this week?”
Remind every member to look for prospective members and invite someone to come to your meetings.
Yes, at every meeting, talk about growing your club!
Give them a reason. Host a contest: Why? It gives everyone an excuse to ask others to come and to
join Kiwanis. If you get your club excited and they just ask people to join, you will grow.
Promote friendliness. Compile an accurate membership list with names, addresses, phone numbers,
cell phone numbers, and e-mail addresses, and distribute copies to every member. Follow that up by emailing them a copy. Keep the list updated and redistribute copies at least every three months. This is a
must—the club members must be able to communicate with each other before the club will grow.
Speak their language. Communicate often and in many formats. At least monthly, publish a club
newsletter, and mail and e-mail a copy to each member. Have additional copies at meetings for guests
and prospective members. Send weekly e-mails to remind members of programs, special projects,
fundraisers, etc., and include past club visitors in your distribution.
Plan your program. Have a set agenda every meeting. This is a huge component of the member
experience. Your members will more readily invite prospective members when they know there is a good
program planned. Programs should be planned at least two months in advance. Don’t just meet and talk
over fundraisers.
Stay young. Invite kids to be part of your programs! Remember, we are an organization dedicated to
helping youth so keep young people as the focus of your program agenda.
Don’t forget the fun. Every two months or so host a “fun” program to which members invite their friends
and family.
Show them you care. Send a “we miss you” card or note to members who have
missed two meetings in a row, even if you know why they’ve been away (vacation,
etc.). Especially send one if you know someone is sick. If a member goes into the
hospital, take up a collection and send flowers. No matter why they’ve been absent,
send a note telling them they are important and missed.
Extend a warm welcome. Greet new visitors at the first of the meeting and
introduce them to the club. In the three weeks following the prospective members’
visit, send a follow-up letter or postcard…even if they don’t come back
immediately.
Make it personal. Send a letter of invitation to every prospective member who has been invited to join.
Each month compose a prospect list of names and addresses and share this list with current members,
asking them to contact those on the list. A personal invitation to come and join
can be very effective.
Show appreciation. Send thank-you notes for every donation, no matter how
small. Include a picture of your fundraiser or project that they were a part of,
particularly any news coverage; it is easy and impressive to the community and
prospective members. Brag on your team every chance you get!
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