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 GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE 

Governor Kendra Skidmore 

Kentucky Tennessee Kiwanians are AMAZING. While my message for this newsletter started in my 
mind as a summary and a recap of our Mid-Year Conference that just occurred, in 
the last few days it has transformed into a heartfelt thank you for the goodness that 
Kiwanians represent. 

Our east Nashville area, Putnam County, Mt Juliet, and Lebanon areas have been 
devastated in various ways by one of the deadliest Tornado’s since Moore, 
Oklahoma.  My last few days have been filled with relief from connecting with 

members and officers in all the areas, followed by heartache at their community loss and stories of 
grief and fear.  I am concrete in my faith that we represent a family that is boundless and abundant, 
and I have seen it this week.  Our middle Tennessee Kiwanis families need our prayers, support and 
encouragement.  We want them to know they are not alone.  For our fellow clubs that would like to 
help provide basic need support and a letter of encouragement to our clubs in the affected areas 
(here is contact information for two of those clubs: Kiwanis Club of Putnam County c/o Chris Holloway 
1136 Heathwood West Dr, Cookeville, TN 38506; Kiwanis Club of Mt Juliet c/o Kandi McElhannon 
1713 Sydney Terrace Mt Juliet, TN 37122), I will include some shipping information (See the Update 
below).  If your club would like to provide a monetary donation we ask you direct the mailing to the KT 
Kiwanis District Office in Lexington, Ky for delivery and distribution to where the most need remains. 
One thing I have learned is, it is not if, but when we are called on to serve needs, and I am happy to 
be a part of an organization that does exactly that. Having clubs in all of our areas provides a layer of 
camaraderie and an additional extension to a community.  Your contribution can be as big or little as 
you prefer, but the network of others as vast as you can imagine when there is a call of support, is 
heartwarming and appreciated. 

To date, since October 1, 2019, our Kiwanis family has welcomed 361 members into our District, 
including five newly chartered clubs. Our District has 35 fragile, under charter strength clubs.  
Fourteen of those clubs have shown increases in membership strength, a promising sign that growth 
is occurring.  This has taken place as we continue to support clubs with resources and information to 
ensure longevity of their community presence. 

Recently, in Lexington, Ky we renewed and recharged our service commitment by welcoming 141 
Kiwanians from around the District to our Mid-Year Conference.  New this year were Friday sessions 
that were heavily attended prior to the opening session. The energy of the opening was amplified with 
the presentation of an Amtryke to young Charlie and his family as the parents shared their adoption 
story. Our guest speaker, Gracie Furnish accentuated service and promised a great reminder of 
tomorrow’s leaders lurking everywhere waiting to be asked and mentored. A packed general session 
on Saturday encased many facets.  They included awards from Past Governor- Russ Williamson, CKI 
awards, District Project-Ambucs Trykes updates, and an inspirational message from our Trustee 
Candidate, Chuck Fletcher, just to name a few. If you have missed it, be sure to mark your calendar 
to attend the Kiwanis International Convention June 18-21 and/or the Kentucky-Tennessee Kiwanis 
District Convention in Murfreesboro, August 14-16.  We would love to have the whole family there! 

My final comment comes full circle to the start of my message.  Being a member of Kiwanis can be 
impactful, moving, promising of hope, and involves humility and compassion.  Be involved, be active, 
be kind and be engaged.  Check on your Kiwanis neighbors – we are all in this together.  If you 
haven’t considered sharing what it means to you to belong to Kiwanis, try it! Invite someone to be a 
part of a network of caring compassionate people just trying to support each other and each of our 
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communities.  You are not alone, we are here, everywhere.  Consider contributions to the disaster 
relief program through the Kiwanis International Children’s Fund, our District Foundation or to the 
individual clubs impacted and working to provide assistance.  You can do this by mailing your 
contribution to the District office in Lexington.  Your contributions will be dispersed to those 
devastated areas.   

A very relevant quote by Ryunosuke Satoro is, 

“Individually, we are one drop. Together, we are an 
ocean.” 

 

 

 

WORKING TOGETHER AS A TEAM 

         Governor- Elect David Coulter 

 

 

While growing up in Michigan, I lived in an area by Lake Huron and 
spent many days sailing or canoeing or out fishing, and I must 
admit sailing was the most enjoyable.  It required using the wind 
and setting the sails to move along a course.  Being at the helm of 
a sail boat can be awesome.  It requires sailing with the wind 
sometimes and sailing against it at times, while never setting 
anchor or drifting.  Otherwise you would not make any movement. 
 
As Kiwanis leaders, we are called to be at the helm of our Kiwanis 
clubs, of our Divisions as lieutenant governors, and yes, of our 
District as governors.  However, it is not about a team of one, but a team of many, a team that will 
help with the sails.   
 
Jim Collins in his book “Good to Great and the Social Sectors” says, “Leadership begins with leaders 
who are ambitious first and foremost for the cause, the organization, the work- not themselves and 
they have the fierce resolve to do whatever it takes to make good on that ambition.  They display a 
blend of personal humility and professional will. “  
 
I realize we have some awesome leaders in our clubs, and there are those who would like to continue 
their leadership in Kiwanis.  We now have 13 committed lieutenant governors but we have 19 
Divisions.  If you would like to speak to me about serving as a lieutenant governor in your Division, 
please let me know through my email or by telephone call. 
 
#KidsneedKiwanis  
David Coulter 
Governor-Elect 2019-2020 
davidcoulter46@gmail.com  
Cell 865-202-9383  
  

about:blank
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                 TORNADO WEST WILSON MIDDLE SCHOOL 

Early Tuesday morning, March 3, a deadly tornado struck the Nashville (Davidson County) and 
Putnam County (Cookeville) areas. This is an aerial view of what that tornado did to West Middle 
School in Mt. Juliet (formerly named Mt. Juliet Junior High).  Governor Kendra gave information 
concerning who clubs could contact to offer help.  Assistance offers have already been received from 
The KT Foundation Board, clubs in North Carolina, the Rocky Mountain Kiwanis District and the New 
York Kiwanis District.  For those generous folks, the impacted KT District Kiwanians are very grateful.  
For those who plan to donate, please note the following information. 

UPDATE: This update regarding disaster relief has been received from the KT Office 

just prior to submitting the KT Notes for distribution. 

Mt Juliet has asked that we use a different address for shipping purposes.  
11924 Lebanon Rd 
Mt Juliet, TN 37122 
 
They have also asked at this time their donations be geared toward school supplies for their area.  The school 

director has contacted their club about assisting with supplies for transitioning students into remaining schools.  
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Putnam County is still requesting basic needs and anything a club would like to contribute.  See the original 

list below. 

Mt Juliet has asked that we use a different 
address for shipping purposes.  
11924 Lebanon Rd 
Mt Juliet, TN 37122 
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FIVE NEW CLUBS AND GROWING 

At the Mid-Year Conference and in her article above, Governor Kendra announced impressive 
membership growth in the KT District.  Some of the numbers of that growth have come from the 
chartering of five new clubs.  Two of those new clubs, Muhlenberg County and Henderson, were 
announced in the January issue of the KT Notes.  In these pictures, you can see the charter members 
of those three clubs.  Congratulations and welcome to these new clubs, and congratulations and 
thanks to the sponsoring clubs. 

                                                        NEW CLUB KYOVA  

 

              Kiwanis Club of KYOVA  (Ashland, Kentucky) sponsored by Kiwanis Club of Ashland   

 

                                                      NEW CLUB MAYSVILLE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                       Kiwanis Club of Maysville, Kentucky sponsored by the Kiwanis Club of Frankfort  
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                                 NEW CLUB THE RIVERVALLEY   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        Kiwanis Club of The River Valley sponsored by Kiwanis Club of Ashland Breakfast (Kentucky)  

 

 

 

  

BE SURE TO SEE MID-

YEAR CONFERENCE 

HIGHLIGHTS AND 

PICTURES BEGINNING ON 

PAGE 20 
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FROM THE EDITOR 

Don Ritter 

Let me take this opportunity to thank all of you who sent information and pictures from the 

2020 KT Mid-Year Conference.  Harold Hartman, Glen Kleine, and many others whose names 

were not made available to me, sent some great pictures of that conference and I hope you 

enjoy viewing them as much as I did.  My thanks goes out to each of you for your 

contributions.  Your pictures do so much to enhance the attractiveness of the KT Notes. 

My early plan for this issue of the KT Notes was to include a feature on inter-clubbing.  

However, this issue is quite lengthy, and I decided to postpone that important topic for the next issue.  My 

apologies to those who cooperated so promptly and willingly to my requests in sending me pictures and 

information.  I still plan to use them (I have pictures from the Alcoa club the Bowling Green club and the 

Columbia club, and the Maryville club).  If your club has interclubbing pictures, please send them to 

ktnotes16@gmail.com along with related information.  We would like to recognize your club for your efforts to 

get to know others in our Kiwanis world. 

It would be great if I could write a biographical sketch about each Kiwanian in the KT District.  Obviously, that is 

not possible.  I do enjoy getting to know those who I interview; there are many interesting stories out there, and 

Bob Brinkmann’s is one of them.  I hope you enjoy getting to know him better through this sketch.  I know that I 

did. 

Don 

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT ON 

Bob Brinkmann 

Bob Brinkmann is a true Kiwanian, a giver, not a taker.  He works hard to realize his accomplishments and 
what he accomplishes is almost always for others.  Bob is a past governor of the Kentucky-Tennessee (KT) 
Kiwanis District, and he lives in Manchester, Tennessee – the host city for the annual Bonnaroo Music Festival. 

Bob was born in Memphis, Tennessee. There are three boys and he is the youngest of the boys.   He has one 
sister who is the youngest of all the four siblings.  One brother is vice president of a computer company and 
the other is a pool cleaner.  His sister is a minister.  Their parents were Frederick and Ora Gray Brinkmann.  
Mr. Brinkmann was a switchman for the Southern Railroad, and Mrs. Brinkmann was a fourth and fifth grade 
teacher.  Although she was a certified librarian and was certified to teach high school science, her first love 
was to teach fourth and fifth grade elementary students.   

Academics were always a struggle for Past Governor Bob.  Early in his life he was diagnosed with Dyslexia.  
For the reader who needs refresher information about Dyslexia, you need to know that Dyslexia is a learning 
disorder that involves difficulty reading due to problems identifying speech sounds and learning how they relate 
to letters and words (decoding). Also called reading disability, dyslexia affects areas of the brain that process 
language.  To know Bob Brinkmann is to know that it is not a problem of intelligence.  It is a disorder of the 
brain that children and many adults never outgrow.   

While he was in middle school, a very wise and skilled teacher devised a way to help him, and this teacher was 
one of several wise and helpful teachers he encountered.  That teacher sent him to the elementary school to 
read from second grade level books to second grade children.  It was a technique other skilled teachers have 
used to help older children read from lower level books without that student feeling degraded.  Because Bob 
had to spend so much extra time studying just to keep up, he was not involved in extracurricular activities – 
with one exception – he was a student manager of his high school football team. 

He learned many lessons from his parents about being compassionate toward others.  If his father was asked 
by a hungry person for money to buy food, Mr. Brinkmann would not give money.  He would take that person to 
an eating establishment and would buy that person a meal.  His family apparently was comfortable but 
certainly not even close to being wealthy and so, on one occasion, Mrs. Brinkmann asked each of her children 
to contribute some of their allowance money to rent a bus.   

mailto:ktnotes16@gmail.com
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT ON 

Bob Brinkmann 

With that bus, the family took some deprived children across the river to experience what probably was their 
first picnic.  Those who know what kind of person Bob is, can attest to the fact that he learned those lessons 
well. 

Upon graduation from high school, Bob entered Mississippi Junior College where he studied Industrial Arts.  
Continuing to struggle in school, he left the Junior College and joined the Air Force.  Training at Lackland Air 
Force Base and Shepherd Air Force Base in Texas and Luke Air Force Base in Arizona, he was sent to Viet 
Nam where he served as a medic.  After three months in Viet Nam where he was exposed to Agent Orange, 
he was sent to Thailand.  His exposure to Agent Orange created a health issue for him, an issue he continues 
to live with to this day. 

 

Upon his release from active military duty, Bob decided to go back to school.  He attended Mississippi State 
University where he earned a degree in Industrial Arts Education.  School continued to be a struggle for him, 
but Bob knew the meaning of hard work.  With hard work, sincere perseverance and with the help of teachers 
who recognized those traits and who understood the difficulties he was facing, he became certified to teach.  
Bob taught Industrial Arts one year in Hernandaz, Mississippi and then entered the Chandler School of 
Theology at Emory University, planning to be a Methodist minister.  He stayed there for two years and then his 
life took another turn. 

Introduced by his sister, Bob had met Mary Jo Lee in high school.  Dating on and off for 10 years, Bob and 
Mary Jo were married in 1977.  She was a 4-H Extension Agent, a position she held for 30 years.  
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT ON 

Bob Brinkmann 

In October, 2000 Mary Jo passed away due to complications that grew out of her struggle with cancer.  There 
were no children.  Bob had moved to Manchester, Tennessee to teach high school Industrial Arts, a position he 
held for three years.  He had left teaching to become a vocational tech salesman.  Upon Mary Jo’s passing, 
Bob assumed responsibility for the care of her mother and their family farm.   

Bob cared for Mary Jo’s mother until her death at the age of 96, and he expanded his interest in 4-H and 
farming involving himself in 4-H student recognitions and scholarships in Mary Jo’s memory.   

Bob began his Kiwanis career in 1980 with the Manchester club.  He left Kiwanis after four years because his 
sales job involved so much travel he couldn’t attend meetings.  In 2001, after he retired, he returned to the 
Manchester Kiwanis Club, involving himself in the club projects and fund raisers.  He served on the board of 
directors and soon was elected club president-elect, and then president.  Through Kiwanis, he became 
involved with kids in Head Start which was supported by the club.  The Manchester Club also adopted a school 
and once a week, Bob worked with the kids in that school.  He understood their struggles.  He continues 
working with those kids, reading regularly to Head Start boys and girls. 

Bob’s Kiwanis Division recognized the hard work Bob gave to Kiwanis and he was elected to serve the first of 
five terms as lieutenant governor.  He served two of those lieutenant governor terms after serving as the 
governor of the Kentucky-Tennessee District of Kiwanis in 2012-1013.  Bob was the last governor to have 
been governor-elect without serving as vice governor.  Since completing his term as governor, he has served 
on the Kentucky-Tennessee Kiwanis District Foundation Board, and he served three years as District 
Representative to the Kiwanis International Children’s Fund. 

What else does this busy man do?  He has some hobbies that include photography, reading about United 
States presidents, being a summertime farmer and travel.  He has visited many states in the United States, 
including Hawaii, and he exhibits an amazing knowledge about those states.  Bob has also visited Switzerland, 
Japan and Austria. 

Bob contributes to his community in many ways.  He continues his involvement with 4-H and is a member of 
the American Legion and the Veterans of Foreign Wars.  Through membership in those organizations, he visits 
Veterans Administration hospitals, the Tennessee Veteran’s Home and he is a representative of Tennessee 
Boys State.  Continuing the compassionate practices his parents taught him, he helps take Christmas baskets 
to families of needy veterans and occasionally non-veterans.  He also serves his church as a part-time 
preacher. 

Bob Brinkmann is not a quitter and he is not a person who feels sorry for himself.  He is a caring man of great 

honesty and integrity.  He has overcome many struggles to make many significant contributions to his 

community, his church and to the Kiwanis mission.  This humble man will tell you that his biggest thrill in life is 

achieved when he reads to Head Start kids.  And to understand the impact of Dyslexia is to understand what 

being able to read to those kids means to our Kiwanian friend from Manchester, Tennessee. ♦ 

 

 

 

Pursuant to Article VIII, Section 4, of the District Bylaws, this is a call to each chartered club to 
the annual district convention to be held August 14-16, 2020 in Murfreesboro, TN. Registration 
form will available in the KT Notes, posted on the web, and online registration will be advertised. 
 

Frances L. Marion, 
District Secretary/Treasurer 
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    PASSING OF PAST GOVERNOR CHARLES G. WILLIAMSON 

On January 29, Past Governor Charles (Chuck) Williamson passed away a month 

short of the age of 95.  He was a member of the Kiwanis Club of Lexington, and 

was Kentucky-Tennessee governor during the 1983-84 administrative year.  Like 

many of you, I did know Chuck personally.  However, with the help of his obituary 

and Kiwanian Edye Bryant I will share some of the personal and Kiwanis life of 

Chuck Williamson. 

With law degrees from Georgetown University, Chuck was an attorney who served 

in a number of important positions related to the law and at one time was a 

professor and assistant dean of the University of Kentucky College of Law.  Leaving 

the university, he was appointed a judge of the Fayette Circuit Court.  He later was 

to serve on Kentucky’s professional Parole Board.  At the conclusion of his term, Chuck returned to private 

practice in Lexington and Mount Sterling until retiring in 2003. 

Active in his Kiwanis club, Kiwanis Division and District he served as club president, Division lieutenant 

governor and District governor.  Chuck demonstrated his interest in other Kiwanians, especially the younger 

ones, by being available with his advice, counsel and encouragement.  He was one who would urge Kiwanians 

with leadership potential to seek leadership positions in Kiwanis. 

Chuck served his community with the same spirit as when he served his country.  He was a faithful and active 

member of his church.  A West Point graduate, he served his country in the United States Army in the Pacific 

Theater during World War II.  In his community he was an active leader and member of the West Point Society 

of the Bluegrass, Lexington’s Civil War Roundtable, and the Kentucky Sons of the Revolution.  Chuck served 

as the general counsel to Transylvania University; was a member of the Board of Trustees; and served on the 

Executive Committee.   Chuck also served as a director of the Bluegrass Rural Electric Cooperative for more 

than 25 years. 

He had many loves.  He loved humor and often had a joke or good story ready to help others enjoy his humor.  

He loved his family and friend profoundly.  He had a passion for American history, the Detroit Tigers, Army 

football, art, literature and woodworking. 

Chuck was a man of strong faith, kindness and decency who loved his family and friends deeply.  He was 

passionate about many things including American history, the Detroit Tigers, Army football, art, literature, and 

woodworking.   Chuck loved other people, wanted to know who they were and had an amazing skill for 

remembering their names the next time he saw them.  He brought joy, smiles and laughter to all he 

encountered. 

It should be clear to all of us that Charles “Chuck” Williamson was a person everyone liked who knew him.  

Chuck made an amazing contribution to the world in many ways and will be greatly missed. ♦ 
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A DR. SUESS CAT IN THE HAT DAY 

Jeff Cody 
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A DR. SUESS CAT IN THE HAT DAY 

Jeff Cody 

March 2 is Dr. Seuss's birthday.  It is designated "Read Across America" day. Some schools 

participate all week with students and teachers dressing as Seuss characters. I created a 

challenge to KT Kiwanians to participate in this event.  The school in these pictures has a 

Builder’s Club.  It is the Newport Grammar School; there are approximately 75 students in the 

school.  The principal of the school is Mr. Dustin Morrow who also happens to be The Cat in the 

Hat in these pictures. Bentley, my grandson, is the child who is posing with me.  He is a student 

in the school. 

EDITOR’S NOTE.  Dr. Seuss didn’t time his birthday very well.  March 2 arrived before the KT 

Notes publication target date (March 15) which means we could not make the challenge 

available to our readers in time for them to respond on his birthday this year.  However, the 

pictures and the event are so awesome, we submit to you Jeff’s challenge for your March 2, 

2021 response. 
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HILLDALE YMCA GIFT 

Hilldale President Dottie Mann presents new member 

Crystal Papke with a $500 donation to the Clarksville, 

TN YMCA for youth programs. 
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BRINGING UP GRADES IN 

RICHMOND 

This was just one third of the 3rd 

grade students who have received 

Kiwanis BUG certificates for Bringing 

Up Grades in Richmond.  These were 

students at the Kit Carson 

Elementary School.  Third graders at 

the Daniel Boone School and the 

Waco School also received 

recognition for bringing up their 

grades.  Five teachers and Kiwanians 

Karen Kelley, Joan Kleine and Dr. 

Dominic Hart are in the background 

of this photo by Glen Kleine. 
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                        KENTUCKY-TENNESSEE KIWANIS FOUNDATION REPORT 

Russell Williamson, Foundation President 

  423-754-4981 

rsw01kiwanis@hughes.net 

During your Mid-Year Conference, the Kentucky/Tennessee Kiwanis District 

Foundation Awarded 15 $1000.00 scholarships to students in the Kiwanis family.  A 

letter of congratulations has been sent to each student.  The money will be sent 

directly to the school each student will be attending in the fall of 2020. 

 
 

Seamus Casy O'Connell  Nashville, TN   Dartmouth College 
Genevieve Mari Oshieer      Rocky Face, Ga         University of North Georgia 
Anna Qualey                        Chattanooga, TN       University of Tennessee at Chattanooga 
Kayden Fletcher                   Wartrace, TN             Cumberland University 
Nathan Dockery                    Maryville, TN              University of Tennessee 
Rachel Craig                        Hopkinsville TN           Brigham Young University 
Phillip Edwards                    Kingsport, TN             East Tennessee State University 
Alyssa Fleschner                  Blowing Green, KY  Murray State University 
Jacob Seals                         Hendersonville, TN    Pepperdine University 
Jack Dillender                        Lexington, KY             University of Kentucky 
James Roy Fox                      Knoxville, TN              University of Tennessee 
Janna Godby                          Mt. Sterling, KY          Western Kentucky University 
Maxwell Bauserman              Hopkinsville, KY         University of Kentucky 
Brooklyn Webb                      Ashland, KY               ACTC 
Delana Coulter                       Sevierville, TN            Water State Community College 
 

Also during the Mid-Year Conference The Foundation awarded three grants to Kiwanis clubs. 

The Kiwanis Club of Columbia TN was awarded a $5,000.00 grant for a $100,000.00 project they are working 

on with the city of Columbia, TN.  The Columbia Club is funding 70% of the project and it is due to be 

completed in December, 2020. 

The Kiwanis Club of Louisville was awarded $250.00 for an Amtryke they were giving to a child.  

The Kiwanis Club of Blue Grass (Lexington, KY) was awarded $750.00 for five Amtrykes they had given. 

We are also very pleased to be able to send $5,000.00 to provide help in for Tornado Relief in the waked of the 

recent tornado disaster in Tennessee. 

As you have heard me say many times in the past, the more money the Foundation receives from donations, 

Foundation Store sales and putting contests, and other fund-raising efforts, the more we are able to give back 

to the Kiwanis clubs of the KT District. 

I have clothes in the Foundation Store that I am discounting to make room for more. Please call me to see 

what we have and I will be happy to send them to you. I can offer shirts for your club at a group rate. Aprons 

are also available for your clubs. They look great and you will stand out at your next function. 

Just a reminder we are asking all clubs to make an annual gift to the KY Foundation. If every club would give 

just THREE dollars per member, that would total over $11,000.00. Just think what we can do with that kind of 

money. Also the Bo's Buccaneers and Osborn Medals are available. This is a great way to honor members 

and love ones. 
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NEW KIWANIS LOGO; USING SOCIAL MEDIA 

Jeff Cody 

Hello KT Kiwanians: 

Hope all is well with everyone throughout the Kentucky Tennessee District of Kiwanis. It has been a wet 

dreary winter, but cheer up, spring is about three weeks away. 

With this being my first message in “KT Notes,” please allow me to introduce myself.  My name is Jeff Cody, 

Public Relations Coordinator (PR) for the Kentucky-Tennessee (KT) District. My home club is in Newport, TN. 

I first joined Kiwanis in 1997 for several years, but had to leave due to a business-related issue. I rejoined the 

Newport club in 2013 and was club President for the 2017-2018 Kiwanis year. 

Pepsi Cola gave me a start in the sales world in which I worked for 10 years.  I attended numerous marketing 

and sales related meetings and conferences during my employment.  I left Pepsi in 1993 going out on a 

narrow limb, starting my own business as a screen printer and graphic designer.  My wife, Melissa and I own 

and operate a family run business, Rocky Top Grafix, with our daughter, Malorie as our only employee. Over 

the years we have branched out into many aspects of the printing, graphics and award business. 

Governor Kendra asked me to accept the PR Coordinator position while she was Governor-Elect.  As a 

graphic designer, I feel my work experience gives me an edge in understanding the concept of branding 

being pursued by Kiwanis International (KI). 

In October, 2019, we introduced the official Kentucky Tennessee 

District of Kiwanis International Facebook page. We hope you will 

look us up and “Like” following us to keep informed about events 

and fun stuff throughout the district.  

 

I attended a very informative workshop during the 2019 Kiwanis International Convention in Orlando. The 

topics were related to the importance of social media and Kiwanis Branding. 

The exposure of your club on social media can enrich, inspire and excel your club in many ways. Facebook is 

a great outlet for advertising your club fundraisers, events and service projects. Social Media is also an 

informative way to let your community know about your members and how Kiwanis help children and 

communities worldwide. 

If your club does not have a Facebook page or 

other social media outlet, we are available to 

help as is Kiwanis International. JUST ASK!! 

Over the last few years, KI has become very 

persistent about the use of the KI logo being 

used in its correct form. KI has also teamed 

with Affinity Licensing to help insure that the 

KI logo is used correctly and only by 

authorized printers. I have given, the correct logo that each club should be using. So, if you would, please try 

to use the correct logo in its original form.  KI is very adamant about the proper use and licensing of the KI 

logo.  

 If you need any assistance or have questions about the KI logo, need a new club logo, or need help setting 

up a club Facebook page, you may send email to jeff@rockytopgrafix.com, and   

I will be more than happy to help or to answer any questions. If I do not know the answer, I will seek the 

answer and get it to you. 

mailto:jeff@rockytopgrafix.com
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YOUR DISTRICT SECRETARY'S CORNER 
Important – It’s time for club elections. File your election results on-line after your club 

election but no later than June 1st.  Please report both the president and the 

secretary with the correct email address and phone number for each.  If your club does 

not know how to file, call the district office and we will help you file. 

File your monthly reports.  All the information is collected for your annual report at the 

end of year. 

Lieutenant Governor-Elect training is planned for April 17-19 at Cumberland Falls. 

I want to thank all those who attended the 2020 Mid-Year conference – I hope you had a great time. 

Don’t forget to recognize your “Legion of Honor” members.  Who are they?  The “Legion of Honor” program is 

a way your club and Kiwanis International can recognize club members who have accumulated a total of 25 or 

more years (not necessarily without interruption) of membership in one or more Kiwanis clubs.  Even a club 

organized within the past 25 years may have a member entitled to “Legion of Honor” recognition because of 

Kiwanis club membership before joining the present club. 

Appropriate “Legion of Honor” lapel pin and/or certificates may be ordered from the Kiwanis Family Store 

catalog.  These specify either “25 years” or some other multiple of five greater than 25, for example – 30, 35, 

40, etc.  We recognize “Legion of Honor” members the same way, each time an additional five years of service 

is accumulated. 

Fran 

 

JUST FOR LAUGHS 

HOW THE FIGHT STARTED 

When our lawn mower broke and wouldn't run, my wife kept hinting to me that I should get it fixed. 
  
But, somehow, I always had something else to take care of first, the shed, the boat. I always had something 

“more important” to do.  

Finally, she thought of a clever way to make her point.  

When I arrived home one day, I found her seated in the tall grass, busily 

snipping away with a tiny pair of sewing scissors. I watched silently for a short 

time and then went into the house.  

I was gone only a minute, and when I came out again I handed her a 

toothbrush. I said, “When you finish cutting the grass, you might as well sweep 

the driveway.” 

 And then the fight started!  
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KIWANIS CLUB ANNIVERSARIES 

A request was received to list all the Kiwanis clubs that have 25th, 50th, 75th and 100th anniversaries during the 

2019-2020 administrative year.  Those Kiwanis clubs are listed below.  The anniversary information was taken 

from the official KT District records. 

DIVISION CLUB   YEAR 

100th ANNIVERSARY 

12  Louisville, KY  November, 1916 (One of three oldest clubs -103 years old) 

18  Nashville, TN  February, 1917 (One of three oldest clubs -103 years old) 

  3  Chattanooga, TN March, 1918 (One of three oldest clubs -102 years old) 

  5  Knoxville, TN  April, 1919 

12  Maryville, TN  December, 1919 

  3  Cleveland, TN  July, 1920 

  4  Athens, TN  August, 1920 

  4  Sweetwater, TN August, 1920 

  5  Morristown, TN January, 1920 

  5  Newport, TN  September, 1920 

  7  Johnson City, TN February, 1920 

  9  Winchester, KY October, 1920 

11  Columbia, TN  March, 1920 

14  Clarksville, TN  March, 1920 

16  Ashland, KY  May, 1920 

19  Lexington, KY  January, 1920 (See page 26) 

 

75th ANNIVERSARY 

13  Lebanon, KY  November, 1944 

50th ANNIVERSARY 

NO CLUB IS ON RECORD AS ACHIEVING THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY DURING THE 2019-2020 

ADMINISTRATIVE YEAR 

25TH ANNIVERSARY 

NO CLUB IS ON RECORD AS ACHIEVING THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY DURING THE 2019-2020 

ADMINISTRATIVE YEAR 
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FROM YOUR K-KIDS ADMINISTRATOR 

                                       Edye Bryant 

With spring quickly (?) approaching, our KT K-Kids are taking advantage of the 

warmer(?) weather. 

Woodlawn Elementary K-Kids (sponsored by the Kiwanis Club of Hardin County 

(KY)) are getting ready to help clean up and revamp a nearby nature reserve. 

During the Mid-Year Conference, Kiwanian Darrel Olsen shared with me what the 

kids are planning. The K-Kids are also reaching out to a local Boy Scout Troop 

member that used the reserve's footbridge as his Eagle Project for assistance. Many of the supplies for this 

project are being made available with help from their Kiwanis Club, and the Modern Woodmen in Hardin 

County. 

Kiwanis Club Secretaries. Please make sure you have the correct Kiwanis Adviser (with their up-to-date email 

address) listed will all of your Service Leadership Programs. There is now a new, expanded Youth Protection 

Training just for SLP advisers. All current Kiwanis advisers should have received the link for this training 

during Valentine's Week. If they didn't, please have them contact Michelle Study- Campbell at 

youthprotection@kiwanis.org. As a reminder, all Kiwanis advisers for SLP's are required to have the Kiwanis 

International Background Check Completed-- a quick look at your Membership List will show if your SLP 

advisers are compliant.  

Several of the K-Kids in and around Paris, KY have been topping each other with food drives for their 

communities. Much of the food collected is given to families in need of help at their schools. Many thanks to 

the Kiwanis Club of Paris (KY), and their adviser, Pat Phipps for these updates. 

It is hard to believe that there is just a little more than two months remaining in the 2019/2020 school year. 

This is the time to have your K-Kids reflect on the service they have performed this year, and to enter the 

Club Achievement Report online by May 15th. This is a simple Yes/No questionnaire that your K-Kids officers 

and members can fill out during a club meeting (it is also a great tool for starting planning for next year). You 

can bring the PDF up on a screen, and your K-Kids can discuss each criterion. You can find the link at: 

https://www.kiwaniskids.org/en/KKids/Lead/Contests/Annual_Achievement_Award.aspx 

Your outstanding club officers, and advisers can also be recognized. Each K-Kids member can nominate 

each of their officers for this award. There is no limit to how many outstanding officers that can be named per 

District.  So, of our 41 paid and active K-Kids here in the KT District, we can have all 41 club presidents, vice 

presidents, secretaries, and treasurers be winners!!  This link can be found at: 

https://www.kiwaniskids.org/en/KKids/Lead/Contests/Distinguished_Club_Officers.aspx.  

The adviser nomination can be found at: 

https://www.kiwaniskids.org/en/KKids/Lead/Contests/Distinguished_Advisors.aspx 

Is your K-Kids club receiving the monthly K-Kids Newsletter from Kiwanis International? They can subscribe 

at https://kiwaniskids.org/en/KKids/Lead/Advisors/K-Kids_publications.aspx. Links to past Newsletters can 

also be found via this link. The KI Newsletters are published monthly during the school year (August-May). 
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THE K-T KIWANIS DISTRICT 2019-2020 

AMTRYKE PROGRAM STATUS 

Alcide (Al) L. Porell 

Tennessee Clubs Amtryke Coordinator 

 

If you attended the K-T Kiwanis District Midyear Conference on February 28 & 29, 2020, 

then you already know about the status of our District’s Amtryke signature project.  

However, Governor Kendra asked me to write this article to provide you and others who 

were unable to attend the conference, with a hardcopy of the information that was 

presented. 

The total number of Amtrykes donated to date is 10.  Clubs that have donated include: 

The Blue Grass Kiwanis club of Lexington, KY; Tellico Village, TN; Louisville/Dixie, KY; Scott County, KY; and 

the KT District.  The total expenditure for these trykes is approximately $6,000, that’s an average cost of $600 

per trike. 

Plans are underway to donate at least 17 more Amtrykes before the end of this 2019-2020 administrative year.  

Clubs that have trykes in the process pipeline include: Alcoa, TN; Ashland Breakfast, KY; Ashland Noonday, 

KY; Frankfort, KY; Mt. Juliet, TN; and Tellico Village, TN.  Additionally, the KT District will be awarding a tryke 

during the District Convention in August.  If we spend about $600 per Amtryke, our total expenses for 17 trykes 

will be over $10,000.   

I am confident that the KT District will exceed these estimates as many clubs have expressed sincere interest 

in this project.  During the conference banquet, on Friday night, an Amtryke presentation was made to a very 

young child, Charlie, his Mother, Lindsey Krimm, and his Physical Therapist, Catherine Gohrband. The event 

was a very special and emotional experience.  Hopefully it will motivate all of us and compel us into action. 

Finally, many clubs are concerned about the cost.  Fortunately, there are several approaches to fund 

Amtrykes.  Clubs can opt to go it alone, partner with other clubs or businesses, or obtain a KT Foundation 

grant that will match club funds, dollar for dollar, up to $250.  Funds are also available from the Kiwanis 

International (KI) Children’s Fund.  Every time clubs donate to the KI Children’s Fund, the District gets a 

percentage of your donation.  The K-T Amtrykes awarded during the Mid-Year Conference and the KT 

Convention are paid for from the funds received from the KI Children’s Fund. 

Don’t know how to get started?  

Tennessee clubs can contact me by e-

mail: porellal@chartertn.net and K clubs 

can contact Robbie Morris by e-mail: 

robbie5655@gmail.com. 

 
 
 
 

Charlie 
 

Tryke recipient at Mid-Year 
Conference 

 
 
 
 

about:blank
about:blank
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AMTRYKES 

 
A number of Kiwanis clubs in the KT District have donated or are planning to donate Amtrykes to children with 
special needs. They include: The Blue Grass Kiwanis club of Lexington, KY; Tellico Village, TN; 
Louisville/Dixie, KY; Scott County, KY; the KT District, Alcoa, TN; Ashland Breakfast, KY; Ashland Noonday, 
KY; Frankfort, KY; Mt. Juliet, TN; and Tellico Village (see the related article in this issue written by Al Porell).  
These pictures below were submitted by the Louisville club. 
 
LOUISVILLE 
AMTRYKE  

The Kiwanis Club 
of Louisville and 
the Dixie 
(Louisville) clubs 
joined together to 
donate an 
Amtryke.  The 
recipient of this 
life-changing gift 
was 10-year-old 
Hilary Patel.  
Hilary even 
received her own 
individual “license 
plate.” 
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.

Alcoa William Sellars 

Berea Donald Scalf 

 Paul Turner 

Blue Grass Gary  Hoover 

Bowling Green Mitchell Berman 

 Casey Birge 

 Laura Deglow 

 Martha Patterson 

 Tallie Schaffer 

Caverna Prudie Bishop 

Cleveland Jimmy  Botts 

Coal Run Darlene Bishop 

Columbia Scott  Vann 

Danville Tabitha Teague 
East Brainerd,  
Chattanooga Jim DePrimo 

East Greenup County Billy Selvage 

Elizabethton Teresa 
Murray 
Smith 

 Richard  Tetrick 

Erwin Amy Banks 

 Ginger Lamie 

Fayetteville Adam Bagley 

 Brooke  Fanning 

 Dale Pierce 

 Chris Sexton 

Frankfort Jason Allen 

 Debbie Cochran 

 Jim  Masters 

 Miranda Penn  

Franklin County Paige Jones 

Gallatin Monica Childers 

 Vera Smith 

Georgetown Jennifer Wasserzug 

Glasgow Derek Staples 

 Cherie  Vaughan 

Greater Martin County Brenda Moore 

Greater Music City Michael Chambers 

Greeneville Blake  Barham 

 Michael Vallie 

Hardin County Kimberly Douglass 

 Bernard Green 

 David Hodges 

Highland Rim, Tullahoma Scot  McCain 

Hilldale, Clarksville Kathy Gray 

Hixson Sean Ferguson 

 Pamela  Ferguson 

Jonesborough Patricia Brown 

 Pauline Douglas 

Kingsport Cody Woods 

Knoxville Carmeletta Sellers 

Lawrenceburg, TN Tammy Campbell 

 Jeanette Perkins 

Louisville Rudolph Spencer III 

Maryville Rick Hudolin 

 Bryan Sandmeier 

Mount Sterling Jamie 
Baxter 
England 

 Brandon Richards 

Muhlenburg County Bennie Dukes 

Nashville Lillian Beretta 

 Andy Fisher 

 Graham Harlin 

 Dwanna Hughes 

 Chad Pennington 

New Members 
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New Members 
continued 
 
 
Nashville  Maryglenn  Warnock 

Newport Heather McGaha 

Paducah Samuel Neihoff 

 Blake  Ragland 

Powell County Taylor Blevins 

 Chelsea Clark 

 Brandy Kirk 

 Neeli Neal 

 Ashlee Tharpe 

 Sarah Trent 

 Michelle Wagers 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Richmond 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Kelly 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Brumfield 

Shelbyville Kelly Cable 

 Barbara Morris 

 James Morris 

 Darlene Snow 

South Paducah Charles  Hampton 
Spring Hill &  
Thompson's Station Dale Brooks 

 Tiffany Tobey 

Tellico Village, Loudon Michael Marshall 

 Paula Marshall 
Wilderness Road,  
Harrogate Matthew Marshall 

 James Russell 

 
Mid-Year Conference Workshop 

JEREMY HOLBROOK 
 

In a workshop entitled, “What 
Would Mr. Rogers Say?” Jeremy 
praised Kiwanians for what they 
have done; don’t fix what isn’t 

broken.  Read to kids and listen to 
them read to us.  Praising “Terrific 
Kids,” he suggested, however, that 
Mr. Rogers wouldn’t ask children 
to change.  He would say, “I love 

you just the way you are.” 
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KY-TN CLUB CLINIC 

Fran Marion 

 

Information we should know. 

From Kiwanis International Policies and Procedures (revised Oct. 4, 2019)     

Section B:  International Administration  

18. Social Media Guidelines: All Kiwanis International Officers shall adhere to the following 

guidelines when posting to a Blog, making comments online, or using Facebook, Twitter, 

YouTube, LinkedIn, Flickr or any other tools that fall within the social media realm.  (10/10)   

Recognizing that the individual actions of each Kiwanis club member reflect upon the entire 

organization, the Board urges all districts and clubs to adopt a similar policy and for all 

Kiwanis members to abide by these guidelines.  (10/10)   

a. Be aware that you are responsible, legally and morally, for what you say and post online.  

b. Remember that your audience may include Kiwanis family members and nonmembers, both adults and 

youth, from many cultures throughout the world.  

 c. Talk about your Kiwanis experience in positive terms. 

d. Make it clear that you are speaking only for yourself and any views posted are yours alone.  

e. Online conversations should be open, honest, and honorable.  

f. Do not post any items, make any comments, or share any material that would be inappropriate for children to 

read, view or share.  

g. Add value to the conversation.  

h. Know when to respond.  You may disagree with a post, but never fight or air grievances online, and don’t get 

caught up in someone else’s rant or rage.  

i. Do not use foul language. 

 j. Don’t speak of others in derogatory or degrading terms. 

 k. Prior to posting any media online, obtain permission from any individuals who appear in that media.  It could 

be illegal to do otherwise.  

l. Adhere to copyright and fair use.  

m. Use factual information and cite sources. 
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THE 2020 KENTUCKY-TENNESSEE KIWANIS 
MID-YEAR CONFERENCE 

 
EARLY ARRIVERS  
 
While other Kiwanians were busy with committee meetings, these pictures show the “committee” meetings 
attended by some of the Kiwanians who arrived at Mid-Year on Friday morning.  There is nothing like food to 
bring some together for “committee” meetings.  Of course, this was intended to be sent with tongue firmly in 
cheek.  Actually, all of these folks were busy attending committee meetings and doing those things that have to 
be done at successful Mid-Year Conferences, and they were taking a necessary lunch break. 
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EARLY ARRIVERS 

 

MIDYEAR BO SHAFER AND MIDYEAR NELSON EVA TUCKER 

 
And now there are two – past International presidents, that is:  Bo Shafer with Jane and now Nelson 

Tucker with Eva who have moved from California to live in Tennessee.  Welcome, Nelson and Eva.  

Does anyone know that Kiwanian with Mark and Eva? 
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THE 2020 KENTUCKY-TENNESSEE KIWANIS 
MID-YEAR CONFERENCE 

 

 

Bert West, 
Kiwanis 
International 
Trustee  
and advisor to 
the Kentucky-
Tennessee 
Kiwanis District 
 

 

 

 

Gracie Furnish 
Circle K Governor    
Emily Fox 
 

 

         
 

 

                     Harold 

Hartman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

Past Governor Russ and Lisa Williamson 

Speaker at the Friday evening session who 

reminded us that we need to continue to be 

people who help others.  We each “bring our 

own flavor to the table.  We are all who we are 

because of others who empowered us.” 
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THE 2020 KENTUCKY-TENNESSEE 
KIWANIS 

MID-YEAR CONFERENCE 
 

        Key Club Governor Ashley Song 
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Convention Official Program 
Hello, 

The Kentucky-Tennessee District would like to extend an invitation to you or your company to 

place an advertisement in the 102nd Annual KY-TN District Official Convention Program. 

Kiwanis is a global organization of volunteers dedicated to changing the world one child and one 

community at a time. Kiwanis and its youth-oriented Service Leadership Programs serve communities 

in more than 80 countries and geographic areas.  

 

Founded in 1915 in Detroit, Michigan, Kiwanis International now comprises 590,000 members 

— men, women boys and girls — worldwide.  

 

As a part of this worldwide organization, The Kentucky and Tennessee District, with nearly 

4300 members in 137 clubs, carry out many projects to assist the children of our community in 

many ways. We raise money through Pancake Breakfasts and Soup Suppers, Peanut sales, 

and host Communities events such as rodeos, fireworks, and athletic competitions. The 

money raised is then used to purchase items such as shoes, clothing, food, playground 

equipment, and many other needs that improve the lives of children.  
 

This year our annual district convention will be held August 14-16, 2020 in Murfreesboro 

Tennessee.  There will be approximately 275 members in attendance. We would like to offer 

you the opportunity to be a part of the 2020 convention by placing your advertisement in 

our official program 
 

Please see the attached information to explore this opportunity. 
 

Thank You,       

Fran Marion 

KY-TN District Secretary-Treasurer  
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2020 District Convention Program Ads 

 

 

Whole Page  (3.75 x 8)               $120.00 

 

Half Page        (3.75 x 3.75)      $70.00 

 

Business Card  (3.75 x 2.25)      $35.00 

 
 

All ads are black and white however there are two full page color ads on the inside front 

and back cover available for 150.00 each.  

 

Camera-ready (jpg. or png.  Files are best) art must be supplied by advertiser. 

Copy and check must be submitted by July 25, 2020.  
 

Please make check payable to: 

 

KY-TN KIWANIS DISTRICT CONVENTION 

P.O. Box 4327 

Lexington, KY 40544 

Phone: 859-721-5685 
 

Ads may be emailed to ktdistrict@kytnkiwanis.org 

 

I would like to participate in this advertisement opportunity with the Kentucky- Tennessee 

District of Kiwanis.  

 

Name or Company _______________________________________________________________ 

 

Address _______________________________________________________ 

 

Phone__________________________________________________________ 

 

Contact Person_________________________________________________ 

 

Payment must accompany ad. 

 


