GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE
Governor Russ Williamson
Only five months are left in this Kiwanis year! So far it has been a great one and I am
very happy with all the hard work everyone has done. I want to give a big thanks to all my
lieutenant governors and; to the folks in the KT District office for the support I have
received from them. Also, I want to give a big shout-out of thanks to Governor-Elect
Kendra Skidmore and Vice Governor David Coulter for all the help they have given.
Our net membership growth for the year is now 103! We have added 403 new members but we have lost
300 members. One new club was chartered in April and another is expected to be chartered in May. Many
people invested many hours helping build these clubs. Now we need to visit these new clubs and help them in
any way we can. I understand the possibility of losing more members as the year progresses, but if you know
Kiwanians who are undecided about resigning please do your best to convince them to remain in Kiwanis.
One way to do this is to involve them in a project. This can help them know they are needed and hopefully they
will want to continue their Kiwanis membership. I recently used that approach with an ex-Kiwanian, and he is
again an active Kiwanis member. Ask folks who have been Kiwanians in the past to return to membership in
your Kiwanis club. My goal is to recruit 430 new members by the beginning of September. This will ensure a
positive growth for the year.
The office staff and I recently visited the Hotel and Convention center in Bowling Green KY where the 2019 KT
Convention will convene. I can assure you that the Holiday Inn is going all out to make this year’s convention a
great one! There will be a great line up of workshops you will be able to experience and many places that you
will be able to visit on your free time. BUT, we need your help! I am planning on at least 325 Kiwanians
registering so please sign up early and bring a friend. Just three members from each club attending the
convention will help us achieve that goal. Come, make new friends and learn what is going on in the world of
Kiwanis. We need door prizes to give away and items that we can sell in the Foundation Store and your
donations will be very helpful. All income received from the sale of these items will be put to great use. Please
let the office know if you have something to donate.
I am very pleased to inform you that at the 2019 District Convention, the KT Foundation will fund the cost of an
Amtryke to be presented to a child from the Bowling Green area. The foundation has approved a change in its
giving policy and we will now also provide matching grants to help clubs buy an Amtryke for a child in their
area. Visit the Foundation Store during the convention to get more information. Your foundation gifts are
important. The more your club and you give to the KT Foundation the more we can give back to your clubs.
This initiative is a wonderful thing. Amtrykes allow children with physical challenges to get around more freely.
Stop me when you see me and ask how you can help! Concerning this initiative, I want to thank Bob
Brinkmann for his great work with the Kiwanis International Children’s Fund. As a result of his great work we
were able to give Amtrykes to six deserving children.
Again, thanks to all of you for all the great and wonderful work you do. Contact me if you have any questions or
would just like to chat. My mobile phone number is 423-754-4981 and my email address is
rsw01kiwanis@hughes.net
Be safe and enjoy life. Plan to attend the KT Convention August 23- 25.
Russ
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The Foundation Board has a vacant position on their
Board for a Kiwanian from Tennessee. Candidate
must have completed a year as Lt. Governor. Please
call Donna Ratliff at 606 205 7610 if you would like to
make a recommendation or if you would like to apply
for this position

IDEAS FOR SERVICE
THE ALCOA, TENNESSEE CLUB
Computers for Kids
The Alcoa Club (Tennessee) has a project for recycling computer
parts! Members are invited to bring old computers and
serviceable peripherals to any Alcoa Kiwanis meeting. This
includes computer towers, hard drives, laptops, monitors, printers,
speakers, keyboards, mice (non-rodents), cables, cords, ink
cartridges (full & empty), reams of paper, and any other
miscellaneous computer related items. These will be used to
supply children in eight local counties with a computer (as long as there is no other computer in the
home.) So far, they’ve given 6,560 computers helping 9,750 children! The program is called
Technology Access Program (TAP). Questions can be directed to Jim Warner (flyboyjbw@aol.com)
(865) 856-6344, and/or Bob Garbutt (rmgarb@hotmail.com).

International Convention
Delegate Caucus Notice
Friday June, 28, 2019
Cancun Room
8:00 AM

Who’s Leading
Your Club?
Election Reports Due
June 1st
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Candidate for Vice Governor
Lynn Hutchinson lives in Ashland, KY. Graduated from the University
of KY with a BA in English and an MA in Arts & Sciences, both in
secondary education. She was a teacher for 33 years, 8 years in
Lexington and 25 in Boyd County. Upon retirement, she worked
another 10 yrs. part-time for the Fairview school district in Boyd
County as a Program Coordinator. Her husband, Jay, passed away
unexpectedly in 2018. She has one son who is a social worker in
Lexington, as is his wife. Lynn first became involved with Kiwanis as
the advisor of Boyd County Key Club in 1989; then joined Kiwanis in
1990. Through her involvement with her 2 Kiwanis Clubs, 3 Key
Clubs, and 1 K-Kids Club, she has maintained perfect attendance
since joining.
Kiwanis Qualifications:







 President of Ashland Breakfast Kiwanis, 1996-97
 Helped charter Carter County Kiwanis in 2017.
 Secretary of ABK over 20 yrs. and Carter County Kiwanis-1+ yrs.
Lt. Governor: 1997-98; 2002-03; 2014-15
Member of K-T Kiwanis Reorganization Committee in 2009
ABK Distinguished President and as Distinguished Secretary (10+)
Kiwanian of the Year & Key Club Kiwanis Advisor of the Year
George F. Hixon Fellow

Some Community Activities:







Boyd County Extension Board – member/chairman
Director of Summer Motion 10K race
AAUW – member/past president
Member of First Baptist Church, VBS Director, Missions Committee,
Upward Basketball Director
Pathways - Bright Futures Foundation Board, Autism Services-member/secretary

Some Recognitions:
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Boyd County Teacher of the Year
KY Teacher of the Year finalist
Presidential Lifetime Achievement Award for Volunteerism

FROM THE EDITOR
Don Ritter
Donna Ratliff was a lieutenant governor in 2011 when I visited her Kiwanis club. She proudly gave me a tour
of the Pikeville community and shared some of the things that were happening there. I have come to understand
and appreciate how humble she was when it came to the role she was (and still is) playing in the life of her
community and region.
It was recently discovered that in the 48 years of accredited service with her insurance company,
Commonwealth Insurance, she was recognized for several years as one of the company’s top 10 insurance
agents in the United States. She has repeatedly been identified as a member of the prestigious Million Dollar
Round Table (MDRT), which is a very distinguished and elite award and recognition of how hard, skillfully and
successfully she works. Most of us probably did not know about that award nor did we know she received it.
But we Kiwanians who have known Donna over the years should not be surprised. In all she has done, she
would tell you it has not been about recognition; it has been about service. She has repeatedly applied
willingness, effort and skill to her work with her Kiwanis club, her Kiwanis Division (for which she has served as
lieutenant governor for nine years), and to the Kentucky-Tennessee Kiwanis District.

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT ON
DONNA RATLIFF
There is much to tell you about Donna Ratliff. Her contributions to Kiwanis and her community are abundant
and significant. Those who know her well are aware of this. Yet, she is so humble that YOU might not be
aware of how much she has done and how she became the person she is.
We will begin with her hard working family. Donna was born and grew up in
Pikeville, Kentucky. Riley Hall, her father, worked in the coal business and
was later a self-employed service station operator who passed away at the
age of 50. Her mother, Josephine, is still living and going strong at the age of
89. After retiring from the court system she went to work in Donna’s store.
Donna has two sisters and she was the middle child. One sister, Patty, was a
secretary for Congressman Carl Perkins until he retired. She is now retired
and lives in West Virginia. Donna’s other sister, Diwana, worked as a
secretary in the school system and still lives in Pikeville. Malisha Johnson,
Donna’s daughter, is a pathologist who is married to Michael, living in Ashland
with Kyle, Donna’s grandson. It should be no surprise that Kyle is the highlight
of Donna’s life.
Like most of us, this Kiwanian’s life was shaped by her family and her
education. She began her hard working practices and her involvement in many things at an early age.
Attending Mullins School (now Pike County Central High School), Donna became a member of the Keyettes, a
Kiwanis sponsored club for girls. The Key Club in those years was for boys only, and girls were not permitted
to join. Her Pikeville Kiwanis Club now sponsors the Key Club in Pikeville Central which, of course, is now for
both boys and girls. Donna joined the band and played flute, saxophone and percussion. She was both a
cheer leader and a drum major leading the band at half time performances during basketball games.

Donna worked hard academically, and she diligently attended to her studies graduating as
valedictorian of her class.
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT ON
DONNA RATLIFF
Continued

Upon her graduation from high school in 1968 she immediately went to work for Commonwealth Insurance.
Deciding she should go to college, Donna became a part-time student at Pikeville College. Finding she could
make good money if she worked hard at her job making it difficult to study and take classes, she discontinued
her college career to give more time to her work and she, therefore, did not earn a degree.
Donna was employed by Commonwealth Insurance retiring from that company in 2008. Retirement was not
for this lady, though, and she proceeded to start her own insurance agency. Her industrious ways were
apparent as she decided in 1986 to open her own store – Dance World and Gifts. With the help of her mother,
she continues to operate that store selling children’s clothing, dance apparel, and monogramming.
Being community-minded and proud of her community, Donna volunteered (and still volunteers) for many
events and projects in Pikeville. As one piece of evidence supporting the fact of her volunteerism, she recently
had a Kiwanis fundraiser at her store, raising $650. A member of Hillbilly Christmas In July and serving as
treasurer for that organization, she helps raise money every year for the Shriner’s Hospital. They ride Harley
motorcycles (yes, Donna rides a Harley) doing charity events. As a result of their efforts, over $1,000,000 has
been donated to the Shriner’s Hospital in Lexington, and they have built a $300,000 all-inclusive playground for
the City of Pikeville.
Involvement in these and many more activities made it clear that Kiwanis was a perfect fit for Donna. Her
invitation to Kiwanis came from a person who was aware of all Donna was doing. This person was also
extremely active in the community and the second woman in the world to join Kiwanis.
Since joining the Pikeville club in 2005 she has done it all. Donna has served as president for two terms and
has served as club secretary several years (a position she currently holds). Under her leadership the Pikeville
Kiwanis Club sponsored a Satellite Club in the Coal Run community, and in 2016 that satellite club was
chartered as the Kiwanis Club of Coal Run. To give continued support to that new club, she also serves as
secretary of the Kiwanis Club of Coal Run. After serving nine years as lieutenant governor of her Division, at
the end of the 2018-2019 administrative year she will retire from that position. For a number of years she has
served on the Kentucky-Tennessee Kiwanis District Foundation Board and in her last year on that board she
has served as Foundation President. What remarkable contributions she has made to Kiwanis and to the
Kentucky-Tennessee District through her leadership in her 14 years as a Kiwanian.
Donna and Jesse Justice went to high school together. Then he went into the military service and it was 20
years later that they began dating. Together, Jesse and Donna have done much for the KT District and for
their Pikeville community and Kiwanis club.
They also have done some traveling. Asked about her travels, she said that they have taken a river cruise on
the Rhine River. It was a trip she won as an insurance sales person. It was the most exciting trip she has ever
taken. They flew into Germany, rode a train to Paris, and then visited Holland, Switzerland, Belgium, the
Netherlands and parts of Germany.
Growing out of a trip to California, Donna and Jesse had an experience they would have avoided if they could.
Visiting the building where the Kiwanis float was being built by Kiwanians all over the world in preparation for
the Rose Bowl Parade in Pasadena, they met and became good friends with a lady from Salyersville,
Kentucky. After returning home, the Salyersville lady passed away. Donna and Jesse went to the funeral
home for her visitation. As they pulled into the parking lot they realized something wasn’t right. They saw
people struggling with the impact of winds blowing hard, winds that soon became a tornado. As one couple
they were observing reached their vehicle, it began spinning around with the couple holding on to it.
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT ON
DONNA RATLIFF
Continued

At the same time a porch flew off a trailer, hitting Donna’s and Jesse’s truck, puncturing one of their tires.
Power lines were catching on fire and power line poles were breaking and falling everywhere. As Jesse did
some fancy driving in spite of that flat tire, to escape this terrible scene, they saw a trailer rise up in the air and
disappear. They couldn’t get on the main road because huge trees were being uprooted and tossed on the
highway blocking that escape route. They finally found a road between some mountains that went past a
church and the preacher’s home that was behind the church. They pulled into the driveway and the preacher
invited them inside his home. However, they decided it would be safer to stay in the truck, and they remained
parked in the preacher’s driveway. As they sat there, they observed people going door-to-door, checking on
their neighbors. They saw children, whose homes had been destroyed, walking down the road with no warm
clothes.
In spite of the terror they had just experienced, they had not lost their sense of humor. Donna and Jesse had
not eaten supper in order to be on time for the funeral home visitation. Therefore, by midnight and still unable
to get out of the area, they were becoming very hungry. Donna found a candy bar in her purse and told “fancy
driving Jesse,” who had missed all that debris, that she would sell him half of that candy bar. He quickly told
her that she might just have to walk home, so she decided it would be a good idea to give him half of the candy
after all. It should be obvious to you, the reader who has just read about a caring Donna Ratliff (and to her
friends who know she is caring and has a sense of humor), that she was planning to give him half the candy
and that his “threat” was unnecessary.
While they were sitting in that driveway, a couple of men stopped and changed the tire on their truck. With a
repaired tire, they would be able to drive back home if they could just find a way out. Even though their tire
was fixed, they were told by those men that it would be impossible to get out of the area. However, a
resourceful Jesse found a policeman from Pikeville who was volunteering his assistance in Salyersville. Jesse
told him they urgently needed to return to Pikeville because they had a sick dog that had a chemo treatment a
couple of days before this event, and the dog wasn’t doing well. The policeman gave Donna and Jesse
directions for getting through all the destruction and they were able to return home that night.
Seeing the aftermath of that tornado in Salyersville, this writer listened to Donna and Jesse’s story of that
terrible night with amazement. How fortunate so many people are that this great Kiwanian survived that
experience. We feel assured that Donna Ratliff has many more years of unselfish giving to others, and we
feel much of that giving will become reality through Kiwanis. It would seem safe to say that Kiwanis is not
finished with her yet. Every one of us should give her a GREAT BIG THANKS for all she has done!!!

Save Some Money and Make a Difference!
For K-Kids clubs that are chartered between April and the end of
August of 2019, Kiwanis clubs can save some money because K-Kids
clubs chartered during those months are considered summer clubs. When
a new K-Kids club is chartered during those months, Kiwanis clubs will pay
the charter fee, but they will not be billed for the annual sponsorship fee
until the 2021-2022 school year!! See page 14 for more details.
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JUST FOR LAUGHS
OR WAS SHE FROM TENNESSEE, GEORGIA OR VIRGINIA?
Three men were sitting together bragging about how they had given their new wives duties.
The first man had married a woman from Colorado and had told her that she was going to do dishes
and house cleaning. It took a couple days, but on the third day he came home to a clean house and
dishes washed and put away.
The second man had married a woman from Nebraska. He had given his wife orders that she was to
do all the cleaning, dishes, and the cooking.
The first day he didn't see any results, but the next day he saw it was better. By
the third day, he saw his house was clean, the dishes were done, and there was
a huge dinner on the table.
The third man had married a girl from KENTUCKY. He told her that her duties
were to keep the house cleaned, dishes washed, lawn mowed, laundry washed
and hot meals on the table for every meal.
He said the first day he didn't see anything, the second day he didn't see
anything, but by the third day some of the swelling had gone down and he could
see a little out of his left eye, enough to fix himself a bite to eat and load the
dishwasher.

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR TRAINING
On April 12 and 13, eleven Divisions were represented by the Kiwanians who will be their 2019-2020
lieutenant governors and who gathered together for training at Cumberland Falls State Park. They
are lieutenant governors-elect who will serve under Governor-Elect Kendra Skidmore.
Rhonda Vrell from Kiwanis International did her usual superb job in conducting the training. Other
members of the Kiwanis International staff assisting Rhonda were Meredith Taylor representing
Leadership Education and Aaron Ketzenberger representing The Children’s Fund.
KT District Kiwanians in attendance to assist in the training were Governor Russ Williamson,
Governor-Elect Kendra Skidmore, Past International President Bo Shafer (and Jane) Past Governor
Chuck Fletcher, Vice Governor-Elect David Coulter (and Louise) and CLE
Chair Bob Ergenbright.
As always, the training was an intense process designed to prepare lieutenant
governors for being Kiwanis leaders in their respective divisions. It began on
Friday afternoon and ended late Saturday afternoon. We are sure each
lieutenant governor-elect departed for home, motivated and well-prepared to
fulfill their leadership responsibilities for the Kentucky-Tennessee District in
the 2019-2020 administrative year.
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TEACH, TALK, QUIZ
Myra Finney
Chair Youth Protection, District Administrator
This article may contain sensitive material that causes a tug at your heartstrings. It’s about child
abuse; emotional abuse, physical abuse, and sexual abuse. “Oh my goodness, not in Kiwanis!” No,
but we must make sure it doesn’t happen to any of the 300,000 children we serve.
How many times have you heard, “He/ she was a perfectly good neighbor, never caused any trouble
or acted weird?” “Or he/ she was so kind to the children, always helping and giving them rides to
events.” These are typical statements we don’t like to talk about or even think about.
But fellow Kiwanians, it can happen.
All it takes is one terrible episode to ruin a child’s life and the effectiveness of Kiwanis. To help
prevent any negative events or even negative thoughts Kiwanis International is providing training to
keep children and Kiwanis safe.
The twelve point presentation on child protection should be given to each Kiwanian. Included in these
points are education, chaperones, criminal history background checks, overnight stays,
transportation, medication, alcoholic beverages, tobacco, and marijuana, reporting, personal
performance, youth and social media, behavior or social issues, and when rules conflict.
The one thing each Kiwanian can do, even before attending the training, is to have the background
check. Many of us have had a background check in the past and feel it is unnecessary for another.
Most checks are only for the state in which we live. Well, the Kiwanis background check is on the
international level. If a Kiwanian has been connected with any abusive event anywhere in the world, it
will show up. The report will indicate clear or not clear and will only be seen by the secretary.
Everyone should want to get the background check; however, it is only expected of the Kiwanians
directly working in any SLP program and Aktion club. The cost is 25.00 which can be paid by the club
if they so desire or by the individuals. The background check will be valid for two years.
At this time there are no club penalties for not getting all background checks. It is however, probable
insurance premiums could rise significantly if background checks are not done.
To have the completed child protection training you may contact the district office and you will be
connected with a presenter for the club. Also materials are available to be sent directly to your
secretary.
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Welcome New Members

Alcoa
Casey Mershon
Tamura Mershon
Athens

Greater Martin County
Jaryd Crum
Joe Maynard
Roger Mollette

Crawford King
Chattanooga
Sharon Love
Cleveland
John Catalfamo
Delaney Walker
Columbia
Jonathan Bain
April Bobb
Suzanne Ganser
S. Carmack Garvin
Dinah Vire
Danville
Regina Kuchenbrod
Phillip Osborne
Dixie, Louisville
Greg Steinmetz
Sharon Steinmetz

Hardin County
Kim Ennis
Stephanie Phillips
Laura Willcut
Hilldale, Clarksville
Kenneth
Merriweather
Hixson
Hugh Orr
Hopkinsville
Lindsay Garnett II
Brooke Jung
Blake Nephew

Johnson City
Kathy McDowell
Kingsport
Christopher
Sanders

Erwin
Connie Buchanan
Ruth Gaines
Jennifer Green
Angie Hensley
Jesse Hensley
Farragut
Crystal Coffey
Foothills, Townsend
Catey Terry
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Laurel County, London
Sandra Myers
Kimberly Ward
Lebanon
Christopher Dozier
Louisville
Audrey
Roling

Maryville
Jerome
Heiny
Nashville
Phillip Hampton
Newport
Matthew Littlejohn
Will Marshall
Oak Ridge
Beth Shea
Paducah
Joshua Burzynski
Gregory Cannon
Bryan Kent
Jesse Taylor
Stacey Whiteside
Pineville
Ethel Sparks
Richmond
Karen Kelley
Seymour
April Bradley
Shelbyville
Chase Young
Spring Hill &
Thompson's Station
Tenesha
Branden
William Penner

Madisonville
April Devine
Eric Hazuda

Springfield
Paula Farmer
Kimberly Ford
Aaron Slate
Demetria White

Manchester
Joey Vaughn

Tullahoma
Jim McKinney

AN EXCITING NEW K-T KIWANIS DISTRICT PROJECT IS COMING!
By: Rob Orkney, Kiwanis Club of Tellico Village
Are you looking for that special club project that will capture the interest and spirit of your club members? Of
course you are. So get ready to get involved. Your District Governor-Elect, Kendra Skidmore, has selected
the Amtryke Project as the new Kentucky-Tennessee District signature project for the upcoming 2019-2020
Kiwanis year.
Many, many children are courageously living with debilitating conditions which seriously affect muscle tone and
control. Often, their families struggle financially to provide the special care needed. The Amtryke Project
provides Amtryke therapeutic tricycles to children with such disabilities, giving them therapeutic benefits and an
opportunity to join in activities with their able-bodied peers.
The Amtryke Project is already successful within a number of Kiwanis clubs in the K-T District and beyond.
Every presentation of an Amtryke is a rewarding event. The children are thrilled to use their tricycles. The
parents are deeply grateful and happy to see their children receive the opportunity for exercise, play, and
social interaction. And, Kiwanis members and their clubs are energized with helping a child on such a
personal level.
The District Convention - August 23-25, 2019 in Bowling Green, Kentucky - will offer project information,
instruction and presentations of two Amtryke therapeutic tricycles. Be there and join in!
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KIWANIS PROVING THAT
“CIVIC CLUBS” REMAIN RELEVANT TODAY
By
Fred W. Troutman, District Chair
Committee on Human & Spiritual Values
Are civic clubs relevant in our communities of today?
I accept ownership of the headline statement above as what I see and with a certain feeling of
nostalgia, want to believe.
You see, I first came into Kiwanis a half century ago in a small town where Kiwanis WAS relevant.
Tuesday night was “Kiwanis night” and no club member or even friends of club members did anything
that might hurt attendance at weekly meetings.
Changes in jobs and job locations kept me from potentially achieving some 60 years of sustained
membership in Kiwanis. However, not being a club member never led me to see Kiwanis, a civic
club, as not being relevant!
The word “relevant” recently came to my mind as I was searching through a box of Kiwanis stuff. I
came across my name badge from the Kiwanis International Formula Session I attended in Atlanta.
Many Kiwanians will recall that the Formula was a super initiative developed to find ways to rescue
Kiwanis International from the financial crisis it was facing as a result of declining membership.
Much of the blame for the decline was due to Kiwanis being thought of as outdated and no longer
relevant as structured. Kiwanis was said to hold no appeal for members of the current generation,
even among those who might voice some credence to the importance of community service.
I went to Atlanta representing a club with its own struggles with declining membership. I looked
forward to hearing words of encouragement about the future of Kiwanis. Of course it resonated with
me to hear an opening session speaker say civic clubs (of which Kiwanis is premier) are still relevant
today.
In searching, we find relevant defined as significant, traceable, logical connections. And I see this
meaning in the key words of the first of the six Objects of Kiwanis International, “To Give primacy to
the human and spiritual rather than to the material values of life.” A call to action, a call to caring.
Is Kiwanis (a civic club) relevant today? Embrace the smile on the face of a child upon receiving a
pair of new shoes from a Kiwanis Club. Talk with a youth whose life was changed and given new
meaning by membership in an SLP. Visit with a hungry adult whose family was able to share a
wholesome meal with food collected by Kiwanians. Here-in we find the answer.
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MAKE IMPROVEMENTS HAPPEN
Alcide (Al) L. Porell, K-T Governor (2006-07)
Improvements happen by initiating projects that support the goals implied in the Kiwanis
International’s defining statement.
Kiwanis is a global organization of volunteers dedicate to improving the world
one child and one community at a time.
Kiwanis International has taken this defining statement very seriously by initiating several world-wide
service projects that have successfully improved the health of men, women, and children throughout
the world. Kiwanians have enthusiastically supported these projects with generous contributions to
these causes. Kiwanis clubs can supplement Kiwanis International’s world-wide improvement
projects by focusing on improving local communities and the children they serve.
Because communities differ in many ways such as demographics, social environment, government
support, educational services, unique health conditions, etc., Kiwanis clubs are better able to tailor
their projects to serve unmet needs in their local communities.
As Kiwanians, we must be motivated to apply our time, talents, and treasures to help meet the
shortfalls we experience in our communities while giving priority to the children. Many Kiwanis clubs
actively implement Kiwanis International Service Leadership programs and branded projects that are
designed to improve students’ self-esteem through achieving scholastic excellence while developing
lifetime values contained in the Objects of Kiwanis.
All this being said, it is time to look to the future. Kiwanis achievements have been AWESOME but
future communities will soon be faced with paradigm shifts that will require new manufacturing
techniques, advance computing methods, artificial intelligence development, daring new medical
technologies, environmental solutions, self -propelled vehicles and space travel, just to name a few.
It’s time for some new and exciting initiatives to be undertaken to develop new projects that will help
our communities prepare for and help our children improve their skills to meet impending future
changes. Some Kiwanis clubs have already helped local schools prepare for these changes by
purchasing robotic models and curriculums to equip teachers with the tools needed to teach students
the skill they will need in the very near future. Some have helped schools prepare students to deal
with present and future environmental concerns. Others have provided rebuilt computers to children
in rural area schools.
To help Kiwanis clubs meet the expected paradigm shifts, a major effort needs to be made to start
thinking about the future. New members need to be recruited to help Kiwanians identify new projects
that might be focused on future community needs.
Remember, not all needs can be met with money. Projects are sometimes better executed with
hands-on contributions. That is also the most satisfying way to support the needs of many kids and
adults. Reading intervention in elementary schools and distribution of government commodities to
elderly shut-ins is exhilarating to both the giver and the receiver.
Our proud service organization thrives on initiatives that turn community improving ideas into reality.
Come-on y-all, let’s get in the spirit of improving the world one child and one community at a time.
Find a project and make it happen.
WE ARE KIWANIANS, AND WE ARE AWESOME.
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THEY KNOW THE NUTS AND BOLTS
(AND THE WASHERS) OF THE JOB
Don Ritter
The Kiwanis Club of Louisville, like many Kiwanis clubs in the KT District, rang the bell for the
Salvation Army last December. In the traditional competition that has taken place in Louisville over
many years, Louisville Kiwanis challenged the Louisville Rotary Club to determine which club would
raise the most money. For as many years as current Kiwanians can remember, Louisville Kiwanis,
the smaller club, has won that competition. This past year was no exception; Louisville Kiwanians
raised $27,000. In this picture Salvation Army Board member, Kiwanian Jim Oetken, is presenting
the Winner’s Trophy to President Mike Erskine and Bell Ringer Chair, Ralph Barringer. Ralph has
chaired the Bell Ringers Committee for at least 25 years. He was complimented for being an
important machine in the bell ringing process. He modestly responded that he was just a washer
being aware of all the Kiwanians who rang the bell. In good humor someone told him that perhaps,
instead of a washer, he was a nut. In equally good humor, he accepted that description. All humor
aside, it is clear that Ralph knows how to get the job done, and his fellow Kiwanians know how to
support him in completing that job!!
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KY-TN CLUB CLINIC
QUESTION.
How do I find The Leadership Guide for training?
Go to Kiwanis.org – click on Training – click on Club Training
ANSWER.
What does The Leadership Guide say about how are club leaders
selected?
Club members nominate and elect the club officers and board members who have the talent and determination
to guide the club throughout the year.
A club's board of directors is composed of elected directors and club officers. Most of the business of the club
is handled by the board of directors. The board determines the policies and activities of the club, approves the
budget and bills to be paid, gives counsel to committees and handles general management of the club.
Each officer position has a set of responsibilities and resources to guide them. Kiwanis International requires
club presidents and secretaries to complete CLE (Club Leadership Education) to ensure that club officers are
armed with the tools they need to succeed.
The Leadership Guide contains useful information for a variety of division and club leaders. Every Kiwanis club
secretary, president and lieutenant governor receives a copy. If other club leaders want to use the information
in this guide, please feel free to share.

FROM YOUR K-KIDS ADMINISTRATOR
Edye Bryant
As the school year comes to an end, I would like to welcome our three chartered KT K-Kids clubs this year.
They are: Conkwright Elementary School in Winchester, KY; Caverna Elementary School in Caverna,
Kentucky; and Clifton Hills Elementary School in Chattanooga, TN. Clifton Hills was chartered in the middle of
September just before the beginning of the Kiwanis 2018/2019 administrative year.
We often have Kiwanis clubs working during the spring on new K-Kids, BUG, or Terrific Kids programs for the
coming school year. Most schools are looking for extra hands to help with all the end of year activities, so this
is a great time to get your foot in the door by chartering a new K-Kids club.
For K-Kids clubs that are chartered between April and the end of August of 2019, Kiwanis clubs can save
some money because K-Kids clubs chartered during those months are considered summer clubs. When a new
K-Kids club is chartered during those months, Kiwanis clubs will pay the charter fee, but they will not be billed
for the annual sponsorship fee until the 2021/2022 school year!! Just remember that the Kiwanis club secretary
needs to update both Kiwanis and school adviser information on the club's dashboard at kiwanis.org. It is also
requested that Kiwanis secretaries enter the anticipated number of K-Kids members for the upcoming school
year by early August. This ensures that K-Kids club materials (pins, membership cards, etc) will arrive early in
the school year. 

14

YOUR DISTRICT SECRETARY'S CORNER
Club Election Results – Please file your club election results on the club dashboard by June 1.
Mark your calendar for the District Convention, August 23-25 – Watch for the Special Convention
Edition of the KT Notes.
Remember to file your annual incorporation return with your state.
Watch for information from your lieutenant governor-elect about CLE training this summer
Fran Marion
KT District Secretary

GOVERNORS RETREAT
Don Ritter

As has been the custom for many years, a group of Kiwanians consisting of approximately 21 past
and future KT Kiwanis governors and spouses recently met for the 2019 annual Governors Retreat.
Past Governor Leigh Chagnon and Linda hosted the retreat in Knoxville, TN April 26, 27, and 28. As
always, and as seen in the accompanying pictures, it was a time of good fellowship and laughter
among old friends. There was a banquet at Puleo’s Grille on Friday evening. Attendees were guests
of Bo Shafer who invited the group to eat a Kiwanis pancake breakfast at the Kiwanis Fresh Air Camp
in Knoxville. This is a camp for children who qualify for free or reduced price meals in school. Each
accepted camper attends one week. Children with special needs are encouraged to apply, and they
enjoy many activities. Following a business meeting the governors visited areas of interest on
Saturday afternoon. The Retreat was adjourned on Sunday morning.
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GOVERNORS RETREAT

Connie and Terrell Horne, Al and Yvonne Porell, Jane Shafer

Leigh Chagnon

Asa Bishop
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GOVERNORS RETREAT

David and Louise Coulter

Al Porell (standing), Leigh Chagnon, David Olinger, Don Ritter, Mark Garman
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GOVERNORS RETREAT

David Olinger, Glen and Joan Klein, Charles Ridenour, Leigh Chagnon

Michelle Garman, Kathy and Charles Ridenour
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A TRYKE FROM THE BLUE GRASS CLUB
The Blue Grass Kiwanis Club presented a “tryke” to Harper Borders that was custom built and fitted
to her at its April 11 meeting. Designed by Amtryke, this adjustable tryke was fitted to Harper by
Joyce Peet of Bluegrass Ambucs and Harper’s physical therapist. Fran Marion, KY-TN District
Secretary-Treasurer, a member of the Blue Grass Club was instrumental in combining District and
Blue Grass funding for Harper’s tryke. Sarah Borders, Harper’s mother, said now she can enjoy
spring riding with her siblings and their neighbors. Fittings on the tryke will allow continued use as
Harper grows. Fran said it was a District goal to provide at least five additional trykes to eligible
children this year.
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BEREA BIG BOTHERS SISTERS

The Berea Kiwanis Club and the Madison Southern High School Key Club Bowling for Big Brothers
and Big Sisters fundraising
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RICHMOND
MALL

The
Richmond
Kiwanis Club
joined other
organizations
in a
community
event at the
Mall.
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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR DISTRICT FOUNDATION
ANNUAL GIFTS: The KY-TN District Kiwanis Foundation Board would like to remind all clubs in the
District to include an annual gift to the Foundation in their annual budgeting. These gifts provide
funds to support our new grant program and the scholarships awarded to Kiwanian’s children and
grandchildren throughout the district. It is recommended that you contribute up to $5.00 per member.
Also, clubs are encouraged to recognize distinguished members by purchasing an Osborn and/or a
Shafer Fellowship, which honors Ted Osborn and Bo Shafer, past International Presidents from the
KY-TN District. Information is available on the District website. ktdistrict@kytnkiwanis.org
In addition, we are requesting that each club provide an item for the Silent/Live Auctions at the District
Convention.
Thank you for your generous support of the KY-TN District Kiwanis Foundation. Contributions should
be payable to the KT District Kiwanis Foundation and mailed to 79 Friendship Drive, Somerset KY
42503.
Norman Martin, Executive Director
KY-TN District Foundation
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District Contests at a Glance
Brochure Contest
Each Kiwanis Club in the Kentucky-Tennessee District is encouraged to produce a club brochure. A high-quality
club brochure is invaluable member recruitment and public relations tool and every club is encouraged to have one. The
K-T District will sponsor a club brochure contest for the 2018-2019 Kiwanis year. First and Second place winners will receive
awards.
For more information see Brochure Contest at ktkiwanian.org

Newsletter Contest
Each KY-TN Kiwanis club is encouraged to send a club newsletter to their members as a source of Kiwanis
communication. First and second place winners will be awarded.
For more information see Newsletter Contest at ktkiwanian.org

Memory Book Contest
The purpose of this contest seeks to encourage all Kiwanis Clubs to keep a Memory Book to preserve a
permanent record of club activities. First and Second Place patch will be awarded in each of the following groups of clubs
for digital and paper formats.
For more information see Memory Book Contest at ktkiwanian.org

Administrative Excellence Award
This award is for all clubs in good standing and is announced each year by the District Secretary/Treasurer at the
District Convention. A special banner and date patch is awarded for the first year and updated annually with date patch
for the winning year.
For more information see Administrative Excellence Award at ktkiwanian.org

Inter-Club Award
The purpose of the Inter-Club is to promote interaction between clubs to enhance fellowship and service. To
encourage Inter-Clubbing, and to recognize clubs actively participating.
For more information see Inter- Club Award at ktkiwanian.org
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